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02-08-1991 Corey Wells and Billy Hynes – Navy Clearance Divers – Hull Search 

 

The Wednesday Report   
http://navydiver.ca/Documents/News/Margaree_Deaths.pdf  

February 13, 1991 

  

QUESTIONS REMAIN AFTER CANADIAN NAVY DIVERS' DEATHS  
Two Canadian navy divers from HMCS Margaree drowned Friday off the Madeira 

Islands, Portugese territories about 250 kilometers off the coast of North Africa. 
Master Seaman William Hynes, 31, of Dartmouth, Nova Scotia and Sub-Lieutenant 
Corey Wells, 27, of Halifax were trapped inside a seawater intake pipe used to cool 

the engines of USS Pharris, a Knox (Mod) class guided missile cruiser. Margaree 
and Pharris were at the Madeira capital's port at Funchal at the time of the 

accident. Naval spokesmen are saying little about the incident and an investigation 
is under way. Questions are being raised as to how the two divers came to be 

sucked into the vent. The two ships were on station with the NATO Standing Naval 
Force Atlantic (STANAVFLORANT) at the time. Margaree is due back in Halifax later 
next month. 
 

 Master Seaman William HYNES, HMCS Margaree, Feb 8, 1991 

 Sub-Lieutenant Corey WELLS, HMCS Margaree, Feb 8, 1991 
 

 
WELLS, William Cory 

http://www.forposterityssake.ca/Navy/HMCS_MARGAREE_230.htm 

SLt, V65003577 
Died - 08 Feb 1991 

 
For Posterity's Sake 

A Royal Canadian Navy Historical Project 
  
 

In memory of those who have Crossed the Bar 
  

 
 
Master Seaman 

William HYNES, 
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Margaree, Feb 
8, 1991 

 

 

 
 

Sub-Lieutenant 
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Margaree, Feb 8, 

1991 
 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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William Cory Wells 

  
Sub-Lieutenant, 
V65003577, C.A.F. 

  
Born: 05 Feb 1964, 

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 
  
Died: 08 Feb 1991, 

Funchal, Madeira 

 
  
Book of 
Remembrance 

  
In loving memory of Sub-Lieutenant Cory Wells, whose life was taken in a diving 
accident while serving in HMCS Margaree February 8, 1991. A smile for all, a heart 

of gold, One of the best, the world could hold. Always thoughtful, loving and kind, 
These are the memories you left behind. Forever loved and sadly missed by mom, 

Scott, Nina and family, Cherri and family. (Halifax Chronicle-Herald 08 Feb 2019) 
  
Ships served in: 

HMCS MARGAREE 
  

Cory Wells 
https://www.findagrave.com/memo
rial/152184464/william-cory-wells 

 

Sub-Lieutenant Wells died on 
service, in a diving accident; 
Sub-Lieutenant William Cory 

WELLS also perished in this 
accident. Master Seaman 

William Eldon HYNES CD also 
perished in this accident. 

 
From the Canadian Virtual 
War Memorial- 

Military Service:- 
Rank: Sub-Lieutenant 

Service Number: V65003577  
Age: 27  
Force: Royal Canadian Navy  

Unit: HMCS 'Margaree'  
 

He enlisted on 11 Jan 1984 in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. 
 
Son of John Richard and Sylvia Iris Wells of Ottawa, Ontario, Canada; brother of 

Scott; husband of Dawn Louise (née McIntosh) Wells of Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

 
SLt Cory Wells, HMCS Margaree January 1991 - off 

Portugal one week before his death 

Source: Canadian Virtual War Memorial (CVWM) 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://www.forposterityssake.ca/Navy/HMCS_MARGAREE_230.htm
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/152184464/william-cory-wells
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/152184464/william-cory-wells
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=152184747
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=152184747
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/books/page?page=191&book=7&sort=pageAsc
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Sub-Lieutenant William Cory Wells is commemorated on Page 191 of the 'In the  

Service of Canada' Book of Remembrance. 
  

William Cory Wells  
BIRTH 5 Feb 1964  

Dartmouth, Halifax County, Nova Scotia, Canada 

DEATH 8 Feb 1991 (aged 27)  
Funchal, Funchal Municipality, Madeira Region, Portugal 

BURIAL  Dartmouth Memorial Gardens  
Dartmouth, Halifax County, Nova Scotia, Canada  

PLOT Garden of Prayer, Lot 1404, Grave C4 

MEMORIAL 
ID 

152184464 · View Source 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Added by laurinlaurin espie 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2130968/dartmouth-memorial-gardens
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/152184464/william-cory-wells#source
https://www.findagrave.com/user/profile/48234967
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/152184464/william-cory-wells
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/152184464/william-cory-wells
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For Posterity's Sake 
A Royal Canadian Navy Historical Project 
  

In memory of those who have Crossed the 
Bar  

  
  

 

William Eldon Hynes, CD 
  

Master Seaman, N25119209, 
C.A.F. 

  
Born: 26 Aug 
1959          Died: 08 Feb 

1991, Funchal, Madeira 

 
  
Book of 

Remembrance 

  
HYNES, William Eldon, CD, MS, N25119209, C.A.F. - died 26 Aug 1969, HMCS 

MARGAREE - Son of Edward and Elsie Hynes. Husband of Deborah D. Hynes of Bauline, 
Newfoundland. 

  
MS Hynes died in a diving accident at Funchal, Madeira. 
  

Ships served in: 
HMCS MARGAREE 

 

Hynes, William Eldon 

Evening Telegram   February 14, 1991 (Thursday) 
http://ngb.chebucto.org/Newspaper-Obits/hynes_obit_h.shtml 

 
Master Seaman, C.D. of Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. Died Friday, February 8, 1991, in 
Madeira Islands, Portugal, age 31 years. Born in St. John's, he is the son of Edward and 

Elsie (White) Hynes, St. John's. He was employed with the Canadian Armed Services as a 
Fire Controlman. He is survived by his wife, the former Deborah LeGrow; three sons, 

Dwayne, Charles and Michael, all at home; one sister Wanda (Mrs. Greg Whalen), 
Bauline; father and mother-in-law, Charles and Ruth LeGrow, Bauline; maternal 
grandfather, Mr. George White, Glovertown. Predeceased by maternal grandmother Mrs. 

Jessie White (Oakley), and paternal grandparents William and Annie (Walsh) Hynes. 
Remains resting at Carnell's Funeral Home on Friday, February 15th, 7-9 p.m. and 

Saturday, February 16th, 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. Funeral service will be held on Sunday, 
February 17th at 2:30 p.m. from the Salvation Citadel, Adams Avenue, Major William 
Reader officiating. Burial in the Salvation Army Cemetery, Blackmarsh Road. Donations in 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://www.forposterityssake.ca/Navy/HMCS_MARGAREE_230.htm
http://ngb.chebucto.org/Newspaper-Obits/hynes_obit_h.shtml
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/books/page?page=190&book=7&sort=pageAsc
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his memory may be made to the I.W.K. Children's Hospital, Halifax, or the Charles A. 
Janeway Hospital, St. John's. 

 

HMCS Margaree divers remembered at service  
http://tridentnews.ca/Portals/0/pdfarchives/2011/feb21_2011.pdf  
02-21-2011 By Virginia Beaton Trident Staff 
 

Sailors gave their lives in service to their country 
During a quiet service in St. Brendan’s Chapel on Tuesday Feb. 8, 2011, two Navy 

divers who lost their lives during a diving accident 20 years ago were 
commemorated. SLt William Cory Wells and MS William Eldon Hynes, both of HMCS 
Margaree, drowned while they were carrying out a hull inspection of the American 

ship USS Pharris. Family members, friends and colleagues of the two divers 
gathered to remember and honour them, and several members of Margaree’s ship’s 

company at the time of the tragedy gave readings during the service.  
 
Cdr Lin Paddock, who was a bridge watchkeeper in 1991, read an epistle, Orville 

Thamer, former Executive Officer, read the gospel and former cox’n Earle Corn read 
the Act of Remembrance. “These were the only two Canadian casualties attributed 

to the Gulf War,” stated George Borgal, Margaree’s commanding officer at the time 
of the incident.  
 

The service of remembrance for SLt Wells and MS Hynes “opens up a flood of 
emotions,” according to Borgal, describing them as “feelings that have been 

submerged for 20 years.” The tragedy occurred on Feb. 8, 1991, when Margaree 
was in the port of Funchal on the Portuguese island of Madeira, off North Africa. The 
ship had completed a lengthy workup of the Standing Naval Force Atlantic and as 

the Gulf War was imminent, NATO forces were diverted to the Strait of Gibraltar. 
One of the precautionary measures was a bottom search of each ship’s hull and as 

the American navy had only surface swimmers, divers from Margaree were 
requested to search Pharris’s hull.  
 

Unfortunately, the divers did not know that the sea water intake for Pharris’s 
engine cooling system had not been turned off and they were sucked into the 

intake. The intakes were switched off but both Slt Wells, age 27, and MS Hynes, 
age 31, had drowned. SLt Wells and MS Hynes died as result of “circumstances 
completely out of their control,” said Borgal, adding “Even the best of training can’t 

eliminate unforeseen risks.”  
 

While the time after the accident included “days of self-recrimination and guilt,” 
Borgal noted “But I also recall the courage shown that day. Billy and Cory were two 

heroes, but no less so was the rest of the dive team.”  
 
In her sermon, padre Lt(N) Newhook asked “What can we say to bring sense to the 

seemingly senseless? What a terrible tragedy occurred. An accident, plain and 
simple.” Lt(N) Newhook quoted from the Gospel reading that day, which included 

the verse “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://tridentnews.ca/Portals/0/pdfarchives/2011/feb21_2011.pdf
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friends.” She reminded the congregation “No life given so that others may live, is 
ever given in vain. These two young men died in service to their fellow sailors and 

to their country.”  
 

Dawn Wells, widow of SLt Wells, spoke briefly, thanking everyone for attending and 
noting that though her husband was only 27 when he died, “He had a big impact on 
the people around him.” Margaree, a St. Laurent class destroyer, was 

decommissioned in May 1992.  
 

The ship’s bell may be seen every morning during Colours at base headquarters in 
Stadacona, and it is also used on Remembrance Day and at Battle of the Atlantic 
services 
 

Fallen navy member honoured by St. John's air cadets 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/fallen-navy-member-honoured-by-air-
cadets-1.3617163 

Jun 05, 2016 CBC News  | Last Updated: June 6, 2016 

 

 
 Hynes Memorial Award 
0:00 01:13 

A cadet squadron in St. John's is celebrating the life of a former member with a 
brand new award. 1:13 
 

A cadet squadron in St. John's is celebrating the life of a former member with a 
brand new award.  

 
William E. Hynes died 25 years ago while serving in the navy but it wasn't until 
recently that the 510 Lions Royal Canadian Air Cadet Squadron heard about Hynes' 

passing. 
 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/fallen-navy-member-honoured-by-air-cadets-1.3617163
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/fallen-navy-member-honoured-by-air-cadets-1.3617163
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The squadron's commanding officer, Captain Bob Turnbull, said he found out 
about Hynes' story on Remembrance Day last year.  

 
"On his way to the Gulf War he was involved in a tragic accident," said Turnbull. 

"He and his diving officer were pulled into a seawater intake vent on a United 
States missile cruiser and they both drowned."  
 

Turnbull said it was a no brainer to honour Hynes' service by creating an annual 
award for the 510 Lions "most dedicated cadet" in his name. 

 

 
 
The 510 Lions Royal Canadian Air Cadet Squadron is remembering former cadet 

William E. Hynes with a memorial award named in his honour. (Katie Breen/CBC) 
"When we found that out we determined that this had to be rectified, that we 

couldn't allow his sacrifice to go unnoticed." 
 
The award was given out on Saturday to cadet Polina Konstantinova at the annual 

ceremonial review for the squadron. 
 

"I was in shock when I heard about it," said Konstantinova. 
 

"It's such an honour to preserve his memory. I can't even describe it… it's just 
amazing." 
 

Family in attendance  
 

Deborah Hynes says it was a pleasure to present the award named after her late 
husband to Polina Konstantinova. (Katie Breen/CBC) 
 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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Hynes' widow Deborah Hynes, his three sons, and mother were all in attendance at 
the event to deliver the award to Konstantinova. 

 
"I'm still tongue-tied," said Hynes. 

 
"I didn't realize how much I missed the military family until this morning. It was 
awesome." 

 
Hynes said her late husband would have been grateful for the award given out on 

Saturday. 
 
"He would be so proud to be honoured the way he was today," she said.  

With files from Katie Breen 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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First Hand Account and video  
https://www.longstreath.com/community/topic/8610-master-seaman-william-hynes-portugal-1991/ 

 

The Wednesday Report  
http://navydiver.ca/Documents/News/Margaree_Deaths.pdf 

February 13, 1991  

 
QUESTIONS REMAIN AFTER CANADIAN NAVY DIVERS' DEATHS Two Canadian navy 
divers from HMCS Margaree drowned Friday off the Madeira Islands, Portugese 

territories about 250 kilometers off the coast of North Africa. Master Seaman 
William Hynes, 31, of Dartmouth, Nova Scotia and Sub-Lieutenant Corey Wells, 27, 

of Halifax were trapped inside a seawater intake pipe used to cool the engines of 
USS Pharris, a Knox (Mod) class guidedmissile cruiser. Margaree and Pharris were 

at the Madeira capital's port at Funchal at the time of the accident. Naval 
spokesmen are saying little about the incident and an investigation is under way. 
Questions are being raised as to how the two divers came to be sucked into the 

vent. The two ships were on station with the NATO Standing Naval Force Atlantic 
(STANAVFLORANT) at the time. Margaree is due back in Halifax later next month. 

 

Where there's a Will . . . 

http://www.oic-ci.gc.ca/eng/inv-inv_not-inv-sum-som-inv-not_sum_1992-1993_23.aspx  
 
When a journalist asked the Department of National Defence for reports of 

investigations into the February, 1991 drowning deaths of two Canadian Forces 
seamen an unusual problem emerged and a creative solution was found. 

The tragic mishap occurred while Master Sean William Hynes and Sub-Lieutenant 
Corey Wells were checking the hull of an American ship docked in the Portuguese 
Maderia Islands far off the northwest coast of Africa. The American vessel, USS 

Pharris, and a Canadian vessel were part of a North Atlantic Treaty organization 
group exercise. 

 
Standing NATO agreements prohibit member countries from releasing records 
without the permission of all nations concerned. The prompt response by the 

defence department to the journalist's request was to claim all information subject 
to a mandatory exemption in the access Act. The law requires officials to refuse to 

disclose anything given in confidence by a foreign state or an international 
organization. 
 

As it turned out, when the journalist complained to the Information Commissioner a 
way was found to release information while respecting the NATO Standing 

Agreements and Canadian law. 
 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.longstreath.com/community/topic/8610-master-seaman-william-hynes-portugal-1991/
http://navydiver.ca/Documents/News/Margaree_Deaths.pdf
http://www.oic-ci.gc.ca/eng/inv-inv_not-inv-sum-som-inv-not_sum_1992-1993_23.aspx
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The investigation quickly determined that three, not two, investigations had been 
held into the accident. One was ordered by the commanding officer of HMCS 

Margaree on which the Canadians served. Another was conducted by a NATO 
Combined Board of Inquiry put in place by the Atlantic Supreme Allied Commander. 

The board included officers of Canadian, U.S. and Portuguese forces. The third 
summary investigation was ordered by the Commander of the Fifth Canadian 
Destroyer Squadron and carried out concurrently with the NATO inquiry. The 

procedure gave Canadian investigators access to 
USS Pharris personnel written statements and oral 

testimony. 
 
When consent for release of the NATO records was 

not given, the investigation turned to the Canadian 
investigation ordered by the HMCS Margaree's 

commander. It was an all-Canadian inquiry. No 
statements had been taken or discussions held with 
non-Canadian members of the NATO Naval Force. 

 
The department agreed to release the bulk of the 

Canadian report, minus its personal information. The 
commissioner's office also learned that the 

department had given the divers' relatives letters 
that summarized findings of the three inquiries and a 
chronology of events. The journalist was given the 

same information. He was grateful. 
 

A congratulatory note arrived at the commissioner's 
office. "Without the Information Commissioner, some 
of the facts about the unfortunate deaths would have 

remained hidden forever," it read.  
 

HFXCrow:  
https://milnet.ca/forums/index.php?topic=20989.15;wap2  
HMCS Margaree-Feb 8-1991-   Funchal, Maderia Islands 
 
The diving accident occured in the Maderia Islands as HMCS Margaree was part of 

STANAVFLORANT.  
 

Ships Team Divers: 
 
Master Seaman William "Billy" HYNES (NESOP) and Sub-Lieutenant Corey WELLS 

were involved in the tragic accident. 
 

HMCS Margaree was tied up along the Knox Class (USS Pharris). Diving ops were 
under way when Billy and Corey were sucked into the ships intakes and passed.  
 

Corey's father used to be the CO of CFS Millcove and his brother is a PO2 comm 
type. 

MARLANT @RCN_MARLANT 

https://twitter.com/RCN_M

ARLANT/status/854369989
389942785 

A wreath was laid in 
Funchal harbour to honour 

MS William Hynes & SLt 

Corey Wells who died there 
in 1991 

#NEPTUNETRIDENT 
#RememberRCN 

9:24 AM    18 Apr 2017 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://milnet.ca/forums/index.php?topic=20989.15;wap2
https://twitter.com/RCN_MARLANT
https://twitter.com/RCN_MARLANT/status/854369989389942785
https://twitter.com/RCN_MARLANT/status/854369989389942785
https://twitter.com/RCN_MARLANT/status/854369989389942785
https://twitter.com/hashtag/NEPTUNETRIDENT?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/RememberRCN?src=hash
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The MS Billy Hynes Award is awarded to the Top Student of the NESOP QL6A 

course.  
 

Standing Committee On National Defence And Veterans 
Affairs 
http://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/36-1/NDVA/meeting-60/evidence  

COMITÉ PERMANENT DE LA DÉFENSE NATIONALE ET DES ANCIENS COMBATTANTS 

EVIDENCE - [Recorded by Electronic Apparatus] 
Friday, May 8, 1998 

 
The Chairman: Chief Petty Officer Earl Corn. 
 

Chief Petty Officer Earl Corn (Individual Presentation): Mr. Bertrand, other 
MPs, first of all, I must apologize. I do not speak en français and so the best I can 

do is my mother tongue from Saskatchewan, English. 
 
It is an honour to have the privilege to speak to you today. I'm very optimistic and 

have faith that you are here to listen carefully to just some of the outstanding 
personnel who make up Maritime Forces Atlantic, as well as to their families and 

friends. 
 
It was only a short few months ago that SCONDVA was here in Halifax and chaired 

by Ms. Mary Clancy. That committee listened intently to many of the maritime 
forces families, who hoped they could see some of the many problems facing 

today's service family. Our personnel hoped and prayed they could truly help, but 
what happened next was an election, and now we have a group of new faces. 
 

• 0835   

 
Let us hope this new committee will hear their voices and once again put their 

concerns on a track that cannot be swayed. Let us hope in a short time we will 
actually see results in Parliament, which will truly assist our service personnel and 
their families. It is imperative that this committee be totally bipartisan, as are those 

of Canada's military who serve you. 
 

I have read many of the reports you have heard from across this great country and 
only want to expand and broaden these horizons. 

 
First of all is care for our injured, and not just those who were injured in theatre on 
active duty but also those who risk their lives each and every day in carrying out 

their normal duties in the service of our country. 
 

During the Gulf War, I was coxswain of HMCS Margaree. The ship was deploying to 
the sunny Caribbean to carry out NATO exercises with the Standing Naval Force 
Atlantic. What happened next was that we were diverted to rendezvous in Ponta 

Delgada in the Azores. After a short port visit it was off to sea and work up a 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/36-1/NDVA/meeting-60/evidence
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Content/Committee/361/NDVA/Evidence/EV1038696/ndvaev60-f.htm#T0835
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squadron so that the NATO Quick Reaction Force was ready to meet any 
contingency given. After intense work-up, we sailed into Funchal in the Madeira 

Islands, for what was to be a few days of well-deserved rest and recreation. 
 

This was not to be, for at 2.45 p.m. on February 8, 1991, two of my shipmates 
were killed in a tragic diving accident under the hull of the American frigate 
USS Pharris. Each day I drink from a mug that was given to me by the command 

master chief of the USS Pharris. I do this to remind me of my shipmates, Sub-
Lieutenant Corey Wells and Master Seaman Billy Hynes, who lost their lives in this 

tragic accident. 
 
What I worry about most of all is Mrs. Debbie Hynes, as she raises three young 

boys on her own, with about 50% of his wage and—if there's any money left—the 
small supplementary death benefit paid. 

 
In another light, what will happen to Corporal Ricard, one of our CE soldiers here, 
when he retires? He lost his leg in a freak accident in Petawawa in 1991. 

 
In Maritime Forces Atlantic there is a lot of pride taken in how we look after our 

personnel, using all our resources and working evenings and weekends to ensure 
the best possible care is given to our injured, sick, and dying. 

 
An example is the medical patients holding list. We have a commander in charge of 
personnel who acts as the commanding officer and the base chief petty officer acts 

as the divisional chief petty officer. We try to ensure in all cases there is no red 
tape to cut and spouses and families are not left to fend for themselves. We want to 

meet the needs of the entire family. 
 
To name just a few examples: We've built wheelchair ramps and moved hospital 

beds to homes. We have provided assisting officers for terminally ill persons 
months in advance of death, ensuring that estates and everything else required are 

looked after. After a service person has passed away, we ensure the assisting 
officer keeps in touch with the family years after the death, offering his help in any 
way he can. 

 
I would like to offer you, Mr. Chairman, and your committee a cup so that you 

perhaps will symbolically remember all the servicemen and servicewomen who put 
their well-being on the line each day in the service of our country. 
 

I guess what I'm trying to say is we are different, those who put on this uniform. 
It's not just the uniform of a job, but the uniform of a vocation. 

 
When there is a ship in trouble at sea, we will bounce off 40-footers in a force-10 
gale to rescue its crew. We will send out a helicopter, pushing it to its very limits in 

the worst weather and dangle one of our SAR technicians off a skinny wire to save 
someone's life. 

 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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I cannot speak for the army, but you must also listen to their stories. We do these 
things because of our love for this country and its people, putting their welfare 

above that of our own. All we ask at the end of the day is that for those who are 
killed or injured in the line of duty, you look after them and their families. Let's not 

allow the cloud of bureaucracy to overshadow our judgment of what type of duty 

they were on when these tragic incidents happened. 
 
 

http://www.psdiver.com/

