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02-11-1966 Manhattan NY – Stanley Butch – Leo Fell in water attempting to 

grapple a car 
 

 
http://www.odmp.org/officer/2602-patrolman-stanley-butch  
"When a police officer is killed, it's not an agency that loses an officer, it's an entire 

nation." -Chris Cosgriff, ODMP Founder 

 

  

 Patrolman 

Stanley Butch 
New York City Police Department, New York 
 

End of Watch: Friday, February 11, 1966 
 

Patrolman Butch drowned in the East River, near Pier 44 in Manhattan, after falling 

out of a rowboat at 1145 hours. He and other officers were attempting to hook a 
grapple to a sunken automobile. The other two officers jumped into the river and 
tried to rescue him but were unable to resuscitate him. 

 
Patrolman Butch received a department commendation five years earlier for a river 

rescue in the same area. He was assigned to the Harbor Unit and was survived by 
his wife, three sons, daughter and grandson. 
 

Patrolman Stanley Butch 
http://naturalnws.wpengine.com/officer/2602-patrolman-stanley-

butch  

New York City Police Department, New York 
 

End of Watch Friday, February 11, 1966 
 

STANLEY BUTCH 

Patrolman Butch drowned in the East River, near Pier 44 
in Manhattan, after falling out of a rowboat at 1145 

hours. He and other officers were attempting to hook a 
grapple to a sunken automobile. The other two officers 

Bio & Incident Details 

Age: 48 
Tour: Not available 

Badge # 8971 
Cause: Drowned 

Incident Date: 2/11/1965 
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jumped into the river and tried to rescue him but 
were unable to resuscitate him. 

 
Patrolman Butch received a department 

commendation five years earlier for a river rescue 
in the same area. He was assigned to the Harbor 
Unit and was survived by his wife, three sons, 

daughter and grandson 

 

BIO 
Age 48 

Tour Not available 
Badge 8971 

 
INCIDENT DETAILS 
Cause Drowned 
Incident Date Thursday, February 11, 1965 
 

 
___________________ 

 

POLICEMAN SEEKING BOY'S BODY IS STONED NEW YORK. 

The Corpus Christi Caller-Times  
https://www.newspapers.com/newspage/22114417/    

August 10, 1962 
 

A group of teenagers stoned a policeman while in the search for a drowned boy, 
then robbed him after he dived into the East River to save a man. The patrolman, 
Stanley Butch, was stoned by the boys while manning a police launch yesterday 

afternoon.  
 

Two other officers were grappling for the body of 14-year-old Samuel Snell who had 
dived into the river and failed to come up. The body was not recovered. While the 
search was on, Earl Lechenmier, 58, of Manhattan, leaped into the water. Butch 

moved the launch to shore, doffed his shoes, cap, and jacket containing $5, and 
dived in to rescue Lechenmier. As he hauled the man to shore, the youths made off 

with Batch's belongings. The thieves, described only as about 14 or 13 years old, 
escaped. Meantime, it was learned that Lechemnier had been taken earlier from the 
tracks of a Brooklyn subway station. 
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