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05-01-2018 – Paris – Amandine Philippe - Leo PSD Training Seine River 
Flood. 

 

Police diver missing in swollen River Seine in centre of 
Paris 
https://news.sky.com/story/police-diver-missing-in-swollen-river-seine-in-centre-of-paris-11196811 

05 January 2018   UK 
 

A huge search for the young female diver 
has been called off for the night, after a 

week of heavy rain in the French capital. 
 
A police diver has disappeared in the 

River Seine, close to the famous 
Notre Dame cathedral, during a 

training exercise. 
 
The young female diver vanished on 

Friday morning in the river, swollen after 
days of rain brought by Storm Eleanor. 

 
A massive search operation has been 
launched involving 25 divers, more than 

100 emergency workers, a team of police 
officers and a helicopter. 

 
The teams have been using heat-seeking 
cameras and set up a cordon around part 

of the river in the centre of Paris, but bad 
weather and tough conditions forced 

them to suspend their search for the 
night. 
 

 
The missing diver, who has not been named, 

is reported to be a member of the river police, 
specialising in recovering people who fall into 

the water. 
 
The search for her stretches from the Pont 

Neuf, past the Pont Saint-Michel next to Notre 
Dame cathedral and on to the next bridge, the 

Petit Pont. 
 
Waters in the Seine have been rising all week 

and some points along the capital's river are 
becoming flooded. City officials do not expect water levels to peak until Monday 

morning. 

 
Image: Paris' Sapeurs-Pompiers 

spent most of Friday searching for the 

diver 

 
Image: Members of the Paris Fire 

Brigade help in the search 

 
Image:The swollen River Seine 

at the Pont d'Alma, after a week 

of heavy rain 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://news.sky.com/story/police-diver-missing-in-swollen-river-seine-in-centre-of-paris-11196811
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The policewoman missing in the Seine in Paris can not be 
found 
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=auto&tl=en&js=y&prev=_t&hl=en&ie=UTF-
8&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lefigaro.fr%2Factualite-france%2F2018%2F01%2F05%2F01016-
20180105ARTFIG00155-une-policiere-disparait-dans-la-seine-lors-d-un-exercice.php&edit-text=  

05/01/2018   Updated 06/01/2018 By  The figaro.fr  AFP agency  

 

VIDEO - The police officer of the 27-year-old river brigade disappeared 

during an exercise on Friday at Notre-Dame. As investigations continued 
on Saturday, the UNSA police union called for an administrative 
investigation. 

 
Research resumed "at sunrise" this Saturday to find the young police officer of the 

fluvial brigade disappeared during an exercise late Friday morning in the Seine in 
Paris, at Notre-Dame, said the prefecture from police. They were interrupted 
Saturday around 17:30 hours and resume Sunday from 8:30 

 
112 firefighters including 17 divers, 20 "operational gear on the water" (inflatable 

boats, barges, boats), two helicopters (one of the gendarmerie and one of the civil 
security) and four dog teams were mobilized Friday. A captive balloon equipped 

with a camera was also used to locate the young woman. Saturday's schedule was 
similar in the first half of the day and then lightened, conditions being difficult. 
 

It was during a planned and supervised exercise that the policewoman, aged 27, 
was swept away by the waves of the Seine. "Around 10:50 Friday, during a training 

of the divers of the river brigade, one of the personnel engaged surfaced and then 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=auto&tl=en&js=y&prev=_t&hl=en&ie=UTF-8&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lefigaro.fr%2Factualite-france%2F2018%2F01%2F05%2F01016-20180105ARTFIG00155-une-policiere-disparait-dans-la-seine-lors-d-un-exercice.php&edit-text
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=auto&tl=en&js=y&prev=_t&hl=en&ie=UTF-8&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lefigaro.fr%2Factualite-france%2F2018%2F01%2F05%2F01016-20180105ARTFIG00155-une-policiere-disparait-dans-la-seine-lors-d-un-exercice.php&edit-text
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=auto&tl=en&js=y&prev=_t&hl=en&ie=UTF-8&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lefigaro.fr%2Factualite-france%2F2018%2F01%2F05%2F01016-20180105ARTFIG00155-une-policiere-disparait-dans-la-seine-lors-d-un-exercice.php&edit-text
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&ie=UTF8&prev=_t&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=auto&sp=nmt4&tl=en&u=http://plus.lefigaro.fr/page/lefigarofrlefigarofr&usg=ALkJrhhQEr-aoupA5wPMXWfDSsbJFaWzGA
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&ie=UTF8&prev=_t&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=auto&sp=nmt4&tl=en&u=http://plus.lefigaro.fr/page/afp-agence-0&usg=ALkJrhidmxUMvJz22QGjOOV7W1PcuxXWlQ
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_p?hl=en&ie=UTF8&prev=_t&sl=auto&tl=en&u=http://www.lefigaro.fr/actualite-france/2018/01/05/01016-20180105ARTFIG00155-une-policiere-disparait-dans-la-seine-lors-d-un-exercice.php&depth=1&rurl=translate.google.com&sp=nmt4&usg=ALkJrhgAAAAAWlEu0Kvw0OJXzQfn6ZLHQjheCtHI09ws
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_p?hl=en&ie=UTF8&prev=_t&sl=auto&tl=en&u=http://www.lefigaro.fr/actualite-france/2018/01/05/01016-20180105ARTFIG00155-une-policiere-disparait-dans-la-seine-lors-d-un-exercice.php&depth=1&rurl=translate.google.com&sp=nmt4&usg=ALkJrhgAAAAAWlEu0Kvw0OJXzQfn6ZLHQjheCtHI09ws
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suddenly disappeared in the Seine, said Friday Philippe Caron, director of technical 
services of the police Department. The research was immediately initiated by the 

divers, by the crew, by the colleagues of the river brigade and very quickly by all 
the means of the brigade of firefighters of Paris ". 

 
"It was a joint exercise of the river 
brigade and the fire brigade of 

Paris," said the prefecture 
police. On Friday evening, 

the UNSA police union called for 
the opening of an administrative 
investigation to clarify the 

conditions under which this 
exercise was carried out even 

though the current could reach 25 
km / h.  
 

In a statement, PS Mayor of Paris, Anne Hidalgo, expressed Saturday "all his 
compassion and support for the family of this policewoman and his family." Her 

"thoughts also go to her colleagues and the entire brigade, whom she praises the 
unwavering commitment and professionalism." 

 
The level of the Seine placed in "yellow vigilance" 
 

After heavy rains and the passage of storm Eleanor, the level of the Seine rose in 
Paris. The flood forecasting service has thus activated since Wednesday the level of 

yellow alertness in Paris to prevent a "risk of flood or rapid rise of water". 
 
READ ALSO - The Seine raging a moderate flood in Paris 

 
As a result of this "yellow vigilance", several sports facilities and other furniture 
were dismantled on the banks in the center of Paris. The Town Hall has also called 

on users of basements and basements to be vigilant, because of a possible rise in 
groundwater. However, according to Jean-Marc Dolmière, one of the leaders of the 

network dependent on the Ministry of Ecological Transition, interviewed by AFP, the 
waters "will continue to rise slightly but without reaching 2016 levels." It should be 
"a classic winter flood," he added. 

 

Paris: a police diver disappears into the Seine, research 

continues 
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fr&u=https://www.francebleu.fr/infos/faits-divers-

justice/paris-une-plongeuse-de-la-police-disparait-dans-la-seine-1515158616&prev=search 
5 January 2018 - updated on 6 january 2018 by Nicolas Olivier , France Blue 

Paris and France Bleu 
 

A police officer of the river brigade disappeared Friday during an exercise in the 
Seine, at Notre-Dame de Paris. The 27-year-old diver did not recover during an 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&ie=UTF8&prev=_t&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=auto&sp=nmt4&tl=en&u=http://police.unsa.org/&usg=ALkJrhhw2xwPlh3n0x-_pi_NY-mow5Vgkg
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&ie=UTF8&prev=_t&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=auto&sp=nmt4&tl=en&u=http://www.lefigaro.fr/actualite-france/2018/01/05/01016-20180105ARTFIG00285-la-seine-en-proie-a-une-crue-moderee-a-paris.php&usg=ALkJrhgPZJLkJnPMyko2ZLCQ3D3GV9c6FQ
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fr&u=https://www.francebleu.fr/infos/faits-divers-justice/paris-une-plongeuse-de-la-police-disparait-dans-la-seine-1515158616&prev=search
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fr&u=https://www.francebleu.fr/infos/faits-divers-justice/paris-une-plongeuse-de-la-police-disparait-dans-la-seine-1515158616&prev=search
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&u=https://www.francebleu.fr/les-equipes/nicolas-olivier&usg=ALkJrhgueqi_UZ3Jl-5A_2_MGsy_UjgStA
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&u=https://www.francebleu.fr/107-1&usg=ALkJrhgLahkQJ3T-mp6wYgHEIgIsLJJMfg
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&u=https://www.francebleu.fr/107-1&usg=ALkJrhgLahkQJ3T-mp6wYgHEIgIsLJJMfg
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&u=https://www.francebleu.fr/&usg=ALkJrhhLVNA_pD6cqU-jPCSc4ri1Q--Mig
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exercise. An important research device was deployed all day. Searches will resume 
Sunday morning. 

 
Paris, France 

 
The search continued all day 
Saturday in Paris to try to 

find a police officer of the 
fluvial brigade disappeared 

Friday during a 
training. They will continue 
Sunday morning at 8:30. 

 
Since Friday, dozens of 

firefighters and police are 
mobilizing. Six boats and 14 
divers are part of the 

workforce and their search conditions are complicated due to a strong current. It is 
therefore too risky to dive for the men of the river brigade. Helpers have little hope 

of finding her alive again. The research extended this Saturday from Pont Neuf to 
the Garigliano Bridge until dark and will resume Sunday. 

 
It was 10h50 this Friday when the river brigade found the disappearance of one of 
his divers. The policewoman was doing a routine exercise, a joint training with 

firefighters in the Seine, near Notre-Dame Cathedral, when she did not come to the 
surface. 

 
The search was immediately triggered with major means: two helicopters, a 
drone, a thermal camera, dog teams, and in all a hundred firefighters and many 

police officers. A security perimeter has been deployed in the Notre-Dame 
sector. The search was interrupted at 5:30 pm on Friday, at dusk. 

 
The missing policewoman, aged 27, has been in the river brigade since September 
2016, she has already plunged into such conditions.  

An important device has been put in place in the 

Ile de la Cité sector in Paris  
© Radio France Nicolas Olivier 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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France Bleu Paris  
✔@francebleuParis 

 

 A #Paris les recherches se 
poursuivent pour retrouver la 

plongeuse de 27 ans, dans des 
conditions très difficiles 
(visibilité nulle, eau froide, 

courant fort). 100 pompiers 
mobilisés.  

 
8:52 AM - Jan 5, 2018  
https://www.francebleu.fr/infos/faits-

divers-justice/paris-une-plongeuse-de-
la-police-disparait-dans-la-seine- 
1515158616 

The scope of 
research extends 

from the Saint-
Michel bridge 

upstream to the 
Neuf bridge 
downstream. A 

device reinforced by 
17 firefighters 

divers, including 
some from Seine-et-
Marne and 

Yvelines. At the 
same time, divers 

equipped with buoys 
drift to try to 
determine the time 

and trajectory of a 
submerged body. 

 
"The conditions are particularly difficult and dangerous: a fairly fast 
current, visibility in the water practically zero and a very cold 

temperature , " said General Jean-Claude Gallet, commander of the Brigade of 
Fire Brigade in Paris. 

 
 

France Bleu Paris 

✔@francebleuParis 

 
La policière disparue est à la brigade fluviale depuis septembre 2016, elle a déjà 

plongé dans ce genre de conditions. « Il reste un espoir » dit-on à la PP. 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://twitter.com/francebleuParis
https://twitter.com/francebleuParis
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Paris?src=hash
https://twitter.com/francebleuParis/status/949292573327347712
https://t.co/WBUh1FXq6Yhttps:/www.francebleu.fr/infos/faits-divers-justice/paris-une-plongeuse-de-la-police-disparait-dans-la-seine-
https://t.co/WBUh1FXq6Yhttps:/www.francebleu.fr/infos/faits-divers-justice/paris-une-plongeuse-de-la-police-disparait-dans-la-seine-
https://t.co/WBUh1FXq6Yhttps:/www.francebleu.fr/infos/faits-divers-justice/paris-une-plongeuse-de-la-police-disparait-dans-la-seine-
https://t.co/WBUh1FXq6Yhttps:/www.francebleu.fr/infos/faits-divers-justice/paris-une-plongeuse-de-la-police-disparait-dans-la-seine-
https://t.co/WBUh1FXq6Yhttps:/www.francebleu.fr/infos/faits-divers-justice/paris-une-plongeuse-de-la-police-disparait-dans-la-seine-
https://twitter.com/francebleuParis/status/949293219023589381
https://twitter.com/francebleuParis/status/949293219023589381
https://twitter.com/francebleuParis
https://twitter.com/francebleuParis
https://twitter.com/francebleuParis/status/949293219023589381/photo/1
https://twitter.com/francebleuParis/status/949292573327347712/photo/1
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8:55 AM - Jan 5, 2018 
 

The Seine at the 
beginning of the flood 
The level of the river rises 
for several days, because of 

heavy rains fell this 
week. The level of the Seine 
reached this Friday 

the 3m26 at the scale of the 
bridge of Austerlitz, instead 

of 2m usually. A "moderate" 
flood according to the 

authorities. The current is 
also much stronger than 
normal, and the waters are 

turbid. 

© Maxppp – 

The research sector is cordoned off by the 

police  
© Radio France Pierre 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://twitter.com/francebleuParis/status/949293219023589381
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French police diver 
goes missing in Seine 
near Notre Dame 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news 

/2018/01/06/french-police-diver-goes-
missing-seine-near-notre-dame   

6 JANUARY 2018 by Raf Sanchez  
 

A French police diver is missing 
after disappearing during a training 
exercise on the River Seine near 

Paris’ Notre Dame cathedral.  
 

The 27-year-old woman 
disappeared on Friday morning as 
her unit, Brigade Fluvial, carried 

out exercises in the centre of Paris. 
 

The Seine has been swollen after days of heavy rainfall in France. 
More than 100 rescuers, including 17 divers, spent the day on Friday searching for 
the missing woman with the support of helicopters, boats, a drone and sniffer dogs. 

 
They were forced to call off the search at nightfall on Friday but resumed again on 

Saturday morning.   
 

 “The search was immediately initiated by the divers, by the crew, by the 
colleagues of the Brigade Fluvial 
and very quickly soon after by all 

available means of the fire brigade 
in Paris,” said Philippe Caron, a 

police official.    
 
The regional police prefect said in 

a statement that he “wishes to 
express his profound sadness at 

this tragedy that affects one of 
ours". 
 

The Metropolitan Police's Marine 
Policing Unit tweeted its solidarity 

to its French colleagues.  

Collas© Radio France - Jocelyne Jean 

The 27-year-old woman disappeared on 

Friday morning  
Credit: Thomas Samson/Afp/Getty Images 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/01/06/french-police-diver-goes-missing-seine-near-notre-dame
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/01/06/french-police-diver-goes-missing-seine-near-notre-dame
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/01/06/french-police-diver-goes-missing-seine-near-notre-dame
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/01/06/french-police-diver-goes-missing-seine-near-notre-dame
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/raf-sanchez/
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Five people have been killed by 
the heavy weather in France.  

 
On Thursday, a 64-year-old 

volunteer firefighter was swept 
away after trying to help rescue 
the driver of a car which had been 

swept off the road in a mudslide.  
 

His body was recovered on Friday 
at noon after a 24 hour search. 
 

More flood alerts in 

France as death toll 
from Storm Eleanor 
reaches five 
https://www.thelocal.fr/20180106/more-flood-alerts-in-france-as-death-toll-from-storm-eleanor-
reaches-five  

6 January 2018 The Local 

 
Eleven departments in France 

are on orange alert as Storm 
Eleanor continues to wreak 
havoc. 

 
The storm has caused five deaths 

across France over the past few 
days, reported BFMTV. 
 

France's weather agency Meteo 
France issued 11 departments with 

orange alerts, the third most 
severe alert on its four-tiered 
system. 

 
The departments on alert are: 

Gironde, Dordogne, Corrèze, Lot, 
Saône-et-Loire, Jura, Doubs, 
Haute-Saône, Haute-Marne, 

Vosges, Meurthe-et-Moselle, 
Meuse, Marne and Ardennes. 

 
The agency warned that rivers were 
likely to be hit by "significant 

flooding". Parisians, 
meanwhile, have been warned to 

 
More than 100 people were  

involved in the search  
Credit: Thomas Samson/Afp/Getty Images 

 
Photo: AFP 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.thelocal.fr/20180106/more-flood-alerts-in-france-as-death-toll-from-storm-eleanor-reaches-five
https://www.thelocal.fr/20180106/more-flood-alerts-in-france-as-death-toll-from-storm-eleanor-reaches-five
https://www.thelocal.fr/20180105/parisians-warned-as-level-of-river-seine-continues-to-rise
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take care this 
weekend due to the 

rising levels of the 
River Seine, 

which have already 
doubled from 1.6 
metres to 3.2 metres 

in a week. 
 

Water levels at the 
Austerlitz Bridge in 
central Paris on Friday 

afternoon stood at 
3.26 metres compared 

to 2.31 on Monday 
and they are expected 
to reach a peak of four metres over the weekend.  

 
A female police diver is still missing after she disappeared during an exercise in the 

Seine on Friday morning. Over 100 rescuers have so far been unable to locate the 
woman, 27. They resumed the search on Saturday morning.  

 

Diver disappeared in the Seine: the UNSa-Police demand 
the opening of an administrative investigation 
https://www.francebleu.fr/infos/faits-divers-justice/plongeuse-disparue-dans-la-seine-l-unsa-police-

demande-l-ouverture-d-une-enquete-administrative-1515268696  

January 6, 2018 By Clémence Gourdon Negrini , France Blue Paris 
 

 The main police union, the 
UNSa request the opening of 
an administrative investigation 

following the disappearance of 
the police on Friday in the 

Seine. He denounces the 
weather conditions of this 
exercise. 

 
UNSa, the main police union, 

demands that an administrative 
investigation be carried out 
following the disappearance of a 

27-year-old policewoman this 
Friday in the Seine.  

 

According to the union, "there was no reason to set up this exercise 

after the storm Eleanor." 
 

Read also> Paris: a police diver disappears into the Seine, research continues 

The 27 year old policewoman disappeared 

Friday during an exercise in the Seine in 

Paris  
© Radio France Nicolas Olivier 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.thelocal.fr/20180105/parisians-warned-as-level-of-river-seine-continues-to-rise
https://www.thelocal.fr/20180105/parisians-warned-as-level-of-river-seine-continues-to-rise
https://www.francebleu.fr/infos/faits-divers-justice/plongeuse-disparue-dans-la-seine-l-unsa-police-demande-l-ouverture-d-une-enquete-administrative-1515268696
https://www.francebleu.fr/infos/faits-divers-justice/plongeuse-disparue-dans-la-seine-l-unsa-police-demande-l-ouverture-d-une-enquete-administrative-1515268696
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&u=https://www.francebleu.fr/les-equipes/clemence-gourdon&usg=ALkJrhg1IxsUmiZsiarXZk7jsyIj_MHL5A
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&u=https://www.francebleu.fr/107-1&usg=ALkJrhgLahkQJ3T-mp6wYgHEIgIsLJJMfg
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&u=https://www.francebleu.fr/infos/faits-divers-justice/paris-une-plongeuse-de-la-police-disparait-dans-la-seine-1515158616&usg=ALkJrhjXp2YDAPGLW1mx4ZzEAFbT6xkp-w
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Interviewed by France Bleu Paris, the Deputy Secretary General of UNSa-Police, 

Nicolas Pucheu, wondered about the legitimacy of this exercise, in difficult weather 
conditions : "we ask for an administrative inquiry because in our opinion nothing 

motivated that we put in place this exercise while after the passage of the storm, 
the Seine is in flood, there are strong currents, a big flow of water ". 
 

“It was suicidal to put her in the water. "UNSa-Police” 
 

The decision to DIVE this policewoman is questioned.  
 
Member of the fluvial brigade for 1 year, she had had her scuba diving diploma only 

for 3 weeks, which "would call into question the physical integrity of this colleague, 
endangered for an exercise, continues the deputy secretary I was there as of 

Friday, and I confirm you that the Seine was unleashed, one would have thought at 
sea in full storm, there was no visibility, the water opaque and brown.” 
 

Under such conditions, and with a consequent equipment that adds about 
forty kilos extra to the initial weight, "even someone very seasoned would have 

taken a big risk.On the bottom it's almost impossible to get out of it".  
 

Rescuers have also resigned this Saturday in search of a body, air cylinder having 
only one hour and a half of autonomy, "the find alive is a miracle." 
 

According to the assistant secretary, the young woman would have felt badly after 
diving. His colleague would have tried to trace it, in vain, the node of the line of life 

having yielded. 
 

Paris: The policewoman disappeared in the Seine still not 
found, research interrupted 
http://www.20minutes.fr/societe/2197191-20180106-paris-policiere-disparue-seine-toujours-
retrouvee-recherches-interrompues 

06/01/18  

 

Search is continuing to try to find the 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://www.20minutes.fr/societe/2197191-20180106-paris-policiere-disparue-seine-toujours-retrouvee-recherches-interrompues
http://www.20minutes.fr/societe/2197191-20180106-paris-policiere-disparue-seine-toujours-retrouvee-recherches-interrompues


 

PSDiver Magazine www.PSDiver.com Page  11 
 

AMANDINE (MANDY)  PHILIPPE      01-05-2018                                                            PSDIVER MAGAZINE 

DISAPPEARANCE 
She has been missing for two 

days . The policewoman of 27 years of the brigade fluviale can not be found since 
an exercise in the Seine Friday. This Saturday, searches, which resume Sunday 

morning, did not find it. 
 
The mayor of Paris, Anne Hidalgo , issued a statement in which she expressed "all 

her compassion and support for the family of this policewoman and her family". 
 

The searches, restarted Saturday "at dawn", were suspended at dusk and "resume 
Sunday at 8:30," said the prefecture. 
 

The policewoman, aged 27, disappeared in the river Friday around 10:50, during a 
routine exercise that took place at the Notre Dame Cathedral. The search 

operations were conducted Saturday with "a comparable device" to that of Friday, 
according to the police prefecture. 
 

Friday afternoon, 112 firefighters including 17 divers, 20 boats, two helicopters and 
four dog teams had searched the policewoman. 

 
Training of divers 

 
In a statement, PS Mayor of Paris, Anne Hidalgo expressed this Saturday "all her 
compassion and support for the family of this policewoman and her family." Her 

"thoughts also go to her colleagues and the entire brigade, whom she praises the 
unwavering commitment and professionalism." 

 
"On the occasion of a training of the divers of the river brigade, one of the engaged 
personnel surfaced and then suddenly disappeared in the Seine", explained Friday 

Philippe Caron, director of technical services of the police prefecture . 
 

After the passage of storm Eleanor, the level of the Seine rose in Paris , reaching 
Saturday afternoon about 3.70 m at the Austerlitz bridge, which corresponds to the 
"yellow vigilance". It could exceed the coast of 3.9 meters "by Sunday," according 

to the control body Vigicrues. 
 

Disappearance of a policewoman in the Seine in Paris: 
open investigation 
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fr&u=http://www.leparisien.fr/paris-

75/disparition-de-la-policiere-en-seine-une-enquete-ouverte-07-01-2018-
7487961.php&prev=search 

January 07, 2018 by Charlotte Robinet 
 
The prosecution has confirmed this Sunday, the opening of an 

investigation to determine the causes of the disappearance of this young 
woman during an exercise. 

 
Searches to find her again were futile this weekend. 

policewoman missing in the Seine during an 

exercise. – BSPP 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&u=http://www.20minutes.fr/faits_divers/2196763-20180105-paris-policiere-brigade-fluviale-portee-disparue-seine-recherches-interrompues&usg=ALkJrhiqfW2QnKpJVMebcy54wthND2ksPg
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&u=http://www.20minutes.fr/faits_divers/2196763-20180105-paris-policiere-brigade-fluviale-portee-disparue-seine-recherches-interrompues&usg=ALkJrhiqfW2QnKpJVMebcy54wthND2ksPg
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&u=http://www.20minutes.fr/dossier/anne_hidalgo&usg=ALkJrhiULDsZO15Nebes7PsRPIsHniNUIA
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&u=http://www.20minutes.fr/paris/2196479-20180104-seine-monte-monte-paris-prepare-montee-importante-niveau-eau&usg=ALkJrhistV7H6w10czubkQDVgl9mJp2ZyA
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fr&u=http://www.leparisien.fr/paris-75/disparition-de-la-policiere-en-seine-une-enquete-ouverte-07-01-2018-7487961.php&prev=search
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fr&u=http://www.leparisien.fr/paris-75/disparition-de-la-policiere-en-seine-une-enquete-ouverte-07-01-2018-7487961.php&prev=search
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fr&u=http://www.leparisien.fr/paris-75/disparition-de-la-policiere-en-seine-une-enquete-ouverte-07-01-2018-7487961.php&prev=search
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Under what conditions could a 27-year-old female police officer, a diver of the 

river brigade, have disappeared in the Seine, during a joint exercise with the 
firefighters of Paris? On Sunday, the prosecution confirmed that it had opened an 

investigation to determine the causes of this terrible accident. The investigation 
was assigned to IGPN, the "police force". 
 

For the Unsa-police union, which had asked this weekend for the opening of an 
administrative inquiry, "the responsibilities will have to be determined", 

summarizes Nicolas Pucheu, Deputy Departmental Secretary of Unsa-police. "We 
wonder what motivated the hierarchy to set up an exercise of this type knowing 
that the weather conditions were extremely unfavorable. But we also ask the 

question: "Are the equipment and training provided adequate?" 
 

 
Saturday. A Zodiac police prefecture patrol on the river, whose level has risen 

since Wednesday.  

LP / Jean Nicholas Guillo 
 
The 27-year-old policewoman who disappeared suddenly in the Seine this Friday 
morning, near Ile de la Cité , "had a lifeguard training and had just obtained her 

scuba diving certification, there are three weeks, "continues Nicolas Pucheu.  
 

Originally from Nice (Alpes-Maritimes), she joined the fluvial brigade in 
September 2016. "It was her dream ... She had joined the national police via the 
school of Nîmes in this way, she was in the process of realizing his dream, 

"continues the unionist. 
 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&u=http://www.leparisien.fr/paris-75/paris-une-jeune-femme-portee-disparue-en-seine-des-recherches-sont-en-cours-05-01-2018-7484835.php&usg=ALkJrhg2t_MURzLlc2oKccEzcAMTEeealQ
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&u=http://www.leparisien.fr/paris-75/paris-une-jeune-femme-portee-disparue-en-seine-des-recherches-sont-en-cours-05-01-2018-7484835.php&usg=ALkJrhg2t_MURzLlc2oKccEzcAMTEeealQ
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According to the first elements gathered by Unsa, during the exercise, "the 
young woman tried a first time to dive but she could not do it. She asked to try 

to dive a second time, when her colleagues felt it in distress. The diver who was 
in the water with her then shot her life, but it seems that the knot of the belt of 

the young woman was undone. She immediately disappeared under the 
water. With the weight of a lead belt and a bottle of oxygen, "the weight of a 
diver's equipment can reach 40 kg," says Nicolas Pucheu. "His colleagues 

immediately went looking for him but the Seine is so opaque with the mud raised 
by the eddies that there is zero visibility". 

 
All weekend, the search continued . Without hope now to find the young woman 
alive. "It is no longer a rescue operation but a body search operation," says the 

Brigade firefighters of Paris. 
 

This Sunday again, six boats, including three Sonar, crossed the river in a wider 
area to the island of Swans (fifteenth). 17 divers were on alert, ready to 
intervene. More than the temperature of the water (7 ° C), it is the strength of 

the current, which can go up to 25 km / h, and the absence of visibility "total" 
which make the prospection very delicate. 

 
This Monday, the search operations will nevertheless be renewed with a 

lightened device, "not to risk the life of the rescuers". For the fluvial brigade, 117 
years of existence, it is a tragedy. "The emotion is all the stronger in this unit 
people are very close to each other, very close," said an official of the police 

headquarters. 
 

In a statement released Saturday, the mayor of Paris, Anne Hidalgo, expressed 
"all her compassion and support for the family of this policewoman," while 
welcoming "the unwavering commitment and professionalism" of the brigade 

fluvial from Paris. 
 

A prestigious brigade, to help the victims of the Seine 
It is one of the jewels of the Paris police headquarters. The "fluv", which was 
born in 1900 on the occasion of the World Expo, provides for over a century 

permanent monitoring of the Seine, but also rivers and canals throughout the 
Ile-de -France, since its competence has been extended to the region (2009). 

 
This specialized unit of the national police has a hundred agents, including "a 
dozen women", as specified by his commanding officer in our columns in June 

2016 . To integrate it, candidates must be titular peacekeepers, and undergo 
various tests of swimming, diving, first aid or knowledge of river 

regulations. Once in the position, the recruits, who are assigned as trainees for 
one year, must then engage in daily training in the river, as well as in the pool 
once a month. 

 
Their priority mission earns them the nickname of "Saint Bernard of the Seine": 

at any time of day or night, the "fluv" helps people in danger in the 
Seine. Aboard one of her 14 boats, which go from the simple canoe to the 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&u=http://www.leparisien.fr/faits-divers/policiere-disparue-dans-la-seine-a-paris-les-recherches-ont-repris-06-01-2018-7486026.php&usg=ALkJrhg2Z7Cxi-osu3uiUlX8xNjYLiIyVA
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&u=http://videos.leparisien.fr/video/immersion-dans-la-brigade-fluviale-de-paris-14-08-2016-x4opea6&usg=ALkJrhjwNrbl2qHyUVJMWLkrnQcZq79D8Q
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&u=http://videos.leparisien.fr/video/immersion-dans-la-brigade-fluviale-de-paris-14-08-2016-x4opea6&usg=ALkJrhjwNrbl2qHyUVJMWLkrnQcZq79D8Q
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powerful tug of 22 m, she assists the ships in difficulty, or sanctions the 
crimes. A sonif dual frequency allows him to search for wrecks or objects at the 

bottom of the Seine. So many means that agents deploy today in number, to find 
one of theirs. 

 

Investigation opened after the disappearance of a 
policewoman in the Seine in Paris 
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=fr&tl=en&js=y&prev=_t&hl=en&ie=UTF-
8&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.la-croix.com%2FFrance%2FEnquete-ouverte-disparition-policiere-
Seine-Paris-2018-01-07-1300904178&edit-text=  

07/01/2018  

 
Firefighters and police try to find a police officer of the fluvial brigade 

disappeared during an exercise in the Seine, January 5, 2018 / AFP 
 
The prosecutor's office in Paris has entrusted the "police police" investigation to 

investigate the reasons for the disappearance Friday of a policewoman in the 
Seine during an exercise, we learned Sunday from a judicial source. 

 
The investigation for "investigation of the causes of disappearance", entrusted to 
the Inspectorate General of the National Police (IGPN), was opened Friday, said 

this source to AFP. 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=fr&tl=en&js=y&prev=_t&hl=en&ie=UTF-8&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.la-croix.com%2FFrance%2FEnquete-ouverte-disparition-policiere-Seine-Paris-2018-01-07-1300904178&edit-text
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=fr&tl=en&js=y&prev=_t&hl=en&ie=UTF-8&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.la-croix.com%2FFrance%2FEnquete-ouverte-disparition-policiere-Seine-Paris-2018-01-07-1300904178&edit-text
https://translate.google.com/translate?sl=fr&tl=en&js=y&prev=_t&hl=en&ie=UTF-8&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.la-croix.com%2FFrance%2FEnquete-ouverte-disparition-policiere-Seine-Paris-2018-01-07-1300904178&edit-text
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The policewoman of the river brigade, aged 27, disappeared in the river Friday 

around 10:50, during a routine exercise that took place at the Notre-Dame 
Cathedral in Paris. 

 
She still had not been found Sunday night. 
 

The underwater research conducted using a sonar have so far given "no positive 
echo," said firefighters at AFP Sunday. The relief workers have given up hope of 

finding the living diver and are now looking for her body, they added. 
 
The operations, interrupted with the night, must resume Monday morning. 

 
On Saturday, the union Unsa-Police requested the opening of an administrative 

inquiry into the conditions in which this exercise had been carried out. 
 
"There was no reason to put this exercise in place so that after the passage of 

the storm, the Seine is in flood," said France Bleu Paris the deputy departmental 
secretary of the union, Nicolas Pucheu. 

 
According to him, the policewoman had her scuba diving diploma "only for three 

weeks". "It was for us suicidal to put it in the water". 
 
After the storm Eleanor, the level of the Seine rose in Paris, reaching Sunday 

evening about 3.90 m at the bridge of Austerlitz, which corresponds to the 
"yellow vigilance". It should reach a maximum rating of between 4.1 and 4.6 m 

in the coming days, according to the regulatory body Vigicrues. 
 
In total, six people died in France due to inclement weather. 

 

Disappearance of a policewoman in the Seine: "There were 
obvious risks, nobody could ignore it" 
ht tps://www. lc i . f r / fa i t s -d ivers/d i spar i t ion-d-une-po l i c ie re -dans- la-se ine- i l -y-
ava i t -des-r i sques-ev idents-personne-ne-pouvai t - l - ignorer-2075442.html    
01-08-2018 Aurélie Sarrot 
 

The young woman peacekeeper was missing Friday, January 5 during an exercise 
organized on the Seine could not be found on Monday. The Paris prosecutor's office 

has entrusted the "police police" investigation to investigate the reasons for the 
disappearance of the policewoman aged 27, while the union Unsa-Police asked 
Saturday the opening of an administrative investigation on the conditions under 

which this exercise was carried out. 
 

A woman missing, civil servants in shock and questions that remain 
unresolved. Four days after the disappearance of a woman peacekeeper during an 

exercise organized on the Seine by the River Brigade of the police headquarters of 
Paris, the victim is still untraceable. "The search will not stop until the body of the 
diver is found, said a source close to LCI this Monday, since this morning, three 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.lci.fr/faits-divers/disparition-d-une-policiere-dans-la-seine-il-y-avait-des-risques-evidents-personne-ne-pouvait-l-ignorer-2075442.html
https://www.lci.fr/faits-divers/disparition-d-une-policiere-dans-la-seine-il-y-avait-des-risques-evidents-personne-ne-pouvait-l-ignorer-2075442.html
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sonar take turns, drones are also used, several divers are in place and two boats 
are at the water". 

 
On Sunday, the Paris prosecutor's office said it had opened on January 5 an 

investigation for "search for the causes of disappearance." This was entrusted to 
the General Inspectorate of the National Police (IGPN), the "police of the 
police". "We asked on Saturday for the opening of an administrative inquiry into the 

conditions under which this exercise was carried out. We want to know who decided 
to maintain it when there was no urgency and there were obvious risks, nobody 

could ignore it, the weather was not good, the current was strong and the flood of 
the Seine had started. The exercise could have been postponed, "insists the 
assistant departmental secretary of the union Unsa-Police , Nicolas Pucheu. 

 

 

 

 

Préfecture de police 

✔@prefpolice 

Michel Delpuech, préfet de Police, tient à exprimer sa plus vive 
émotion après la disparition ce matin en #Seine d’une fonctionnaire de 

la Brigade Fluviale et assure sa famille de sa compassion et de son 
soutien. Les recherches ont été stoppées pour la nuit et reprendront 
demain. 

 
Michel Delpuech, police chief, expresses his deepest emotion after the 

disappearance this morning in #Seine of an official of the River 
Brigade and assures his family of his compassion and his support. 
Searches have been stopped for the night and will resume tomorrow 

3:29 PM - Jan 5, 2018 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://twitter.com/prefpolice
https://twitter.com/prefpolice
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Seine?src=hash
https://twitter.com/prefpolice/status/949392344515862528
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She tried to dive several times 
According to Nicolas Pucheu, "four colleagues were" with the young woman aboard 
the Zodiac Brigade fluvial at the time of the accident, which occurred around 11:45 
at the Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris. "The diver had a 'lifeline' held by a chair knot 

at her waist and on the boat, and between the two, as with every exercise, another 
diver was holding that lifeline, or 'control', to feel if the immersed person has a 

problem, "he explains. 
 
The young woman, according to the representative Unsa-Police always, "would 

have gone once to the water but with the swirls in particular, she would not have 
managed to reach the bottom of the river". She would have "raised her arm the 

first time to say she was in trouble". She then "tried a second time to dive, without 
success, and would have raised her arm again." The rescue diver would then have 
gone to the water to try to rescue her and bring her back into the boat. This is 

where the knot would have given way. "The diver did not have time to retrieve it, 
his belt was weighted with twenty kilograms of lead, to which must be added ten to 

twenty kilos of oxygen bottles, and it disappeared immediately," he says. -he. 
 
The departmental secretary said that the exercise in question consisted of going to 

the bottom of the river and going back up. "It is a blind dive, which is groped in. 
The water of the Seine is never clear ... The officials of the fluviale do it regularly to 

have the least apprehension in case of intervention”. 
 

"Diving graduate for three weeks" 
Unsa-Police reports that the 27-year-old was "from Nice". "Our colleague, who had 
joined the police after school in Nîmes, had been at the river brigade since 

September 2016. Although she often trained, we cannot say that she is a seasoned 
diver. She received her diving certificate, exactly three weeks ago ". 

 
The Deputy Departmental Secretary of Unsa-Police today wishes to emphasize that 
his union "does not incriminate the colleagues who were with the young woman at 

the time of the tragedy, colleagues who did everything they could to help her ".  
 

“What we are denouncing is these exercises that are set up under conditions of 
safety that are absolutely not respected. We also point to the lack of training of 
some officials who can sometimes be panicked in extremely difficult situations, as it 

may have been on Friday. " 
 

The operations were to continue on Monday until nightfall. "We will, we think, wait 
for a recession to find this policewoman. The conditions are difficult with, among 
other things, the level of the Seine which had reached the 4 meters in the middle of 

the day and has not stopped, over the hours , to increase ", confided a source close 
to the file to LCI. 

 
According to the control body Vigicrues, the Seine should reach a maximum rating 

of between 4.1 and 4.6 m in the coming days. 
 
 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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The body of the police officer of the fluvial brigade can not be found - Paris 
http://lazertecnologia.com/2018/01/09/le-corps-de-la-polici-re-de-la-brigade-

fluviale-reste/ 
Janeiro 09, 2018 

 
A rescue operation is underway on the Seine 

 
"The Police Prefect wishes to express his profound sadness at this tragedy that is 

affecting one of our family, assures the policewoman's family of her compassion 
and total support, and salutes the commitment of the police divers. Fluvial Brigade 

who, every day, train to be able to help the population when the time comes "can 
read through the statement of the police headquarters. 
 

"It was a joint exercise of the fluvial brigade and firefighters of Paris". 
 

The latter were stopped at night and should resume this Saturday morning. It has 
been entrusted to the General Inspectorate of the National Police (IGPN). 
 

The searches have still not found his body. 
 

After trying to dive a first time without success, the young woman wanted to try 
again. Underwater searches give no hope of finding the policewoman alive. At 12h 

on Thursday, January 4, 2018, the level of the Seine was 3.07 meters at Austerlitz 
for a flow of 907.38 m3 / s. This increase was expected to continue in the following 
days according to weather forecasts. "She immediately disappeared underwater," 

said Unsa, who participated in the research. 
 

An administrative inquiry was opened at the request of the Unsa-Police union to 
determine the conditions under which the exercise was carried out. "It was suicidal 
to put her in the water," he adds. 

 
Bad weather: should we fear a flood of the Seine?  

 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&tl=en&u=http://lazertecnologia.com/2018/01/09/le-corps-de-la-polici-re-de-la-brigade-fluviale-reste/&usg=ALkJrhgWeIM0NtAunpgbbArfFDE4zkrBuQ
http://lazertecnologia.com/2018/01/09/le-corps-de-la-polici-re-de-la-brigade-fluviale-reste/
http://lazertecnologia.com/2018/01/09/le-corps-de-la-polici-re-de-la-brigade-fluviale-reste/
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&tl=en&u=http://lexpress.fr/www.lexpress.fr/actualite/societe/fait-divers/les-recherches-ont-repris-pour-retrouver-la-policiere-disparue-dans-la-seine_1973880.html&usg=ALkJrhjgDcX9TaZRbluGfKYYxLqoPYNJhw
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&tl=en&u=http://www.linfo.re/tags/disparition-6692&usg=ALkJrhhDWzJQCYDqxQ2yntlgiAShPFvIhA
https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&rurl=translate.google.com&sl=fr&sp=nmt4&tl=en&u=http://police.unsa.org/&usg=ALkJrhgQ6FdapVfQ3plg3RgNOxUiUVSjrw
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Paris - Opening of an investigation following the 
disappearance of the policewoman in the Seine  
http://www.actunautique.com/2018/01/paris-ouverture-d-une-enquete-suite-a-la-
disparition-de-la-policiere-dans-la-seine.html 

JANUARY 9, 2018 Written by ActuNautique Magazine 
 

The 27-year-old policewoman from Nice had just obtained her scuba diving 
certification. His body has still not been found, despite already three days of 
research. 

The survey entrusted to the IGPN 
An investigation was initiated by the 

Paris prosecutor's office and entrusted to 
the IGPN, the "police of the policies", to 

determine the causes of the accident, 
occurred during a joint exercise between 
the Brigade fluvial and the firefighters of 

Paris. 
 

For the Unsa-police, who asked this 
weekend to open an investigation, " the 
responsibilities will have to be 

determined, " said Nicolas Pucheu, the 
deputy departmental secretary of the 

union. " We wonder what motivated the 
hierarchy to set up an exercise of this 

type knowing that the weather conditions 
were extremely unfavorable. But we also 
ask the question: are the equipment and 

training provided adequate? ". 
 

The 27-year-old policewoman who 
disappeared in the Seine Friday morning, 
in the 6th district of Paris, " had a 

lifeguard training and had just obtained 
her scuba diving certification, three 

weeks ago, " she said. Nicolas 
Pucheu. Originally from Nice, she joined 
the fluvial brigade in 2016. " It was her 

dream ... She had joined the national 
police via the school of Nîmes in this 

light, she was making her dream come 
true, " she said. after Nicolas Pucheu. 
 

According to Unsa, " The young woman 
tried a first time to dive but she could 

not do it. She asked to try to dive a 
second time, when her colleagues felt it 
in distress. The diver who was in the 

 

 

 
Exclusive Photos: ActuNautique 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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http://www.actunautique.com/2018/01/paris-ouverture-d-une-enquete-suite-a-la-disparition-de-la-policiere-dans-la-seine.html
http://img.over-blog-kiwi.com/1/04/49/45/20180109/ob_dc37c5_img-6774.JPG
http://img.over-blog-kiwi.com/1/04/49/45/20180109/ob_c0d6ac_img-6777.JPG
http://img.over-blog-kiwi.com/1/04/49/45/20180109/ob_aca896_img-6772.JPG
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water with her then shot her life, but it seems that the knot of the belt of the young 
woman was undone. She immediately disappeared under the water. Equipped with 

a bottle of oxygen and a lead belt, “the weight of the equipment of a diver can 
reach 40 kg ", explains Nicolas Pucheu. " His colleagues immediately went looking 

for him but the Seine is so opaque with the mud raised by the eddies that there is 
zero visibility ". 
 

No more hope of finding the policewoman alive, difficult searches 
Searches continued throughout the weekend, but no hope of finding the 

policewoman alive. ”It’s no longer a rescue operation but a body search operation," 
says the Paris Fire Brigade. 

 
Six boats, including three Sonar, still crisscrossed the Seine Sunday, in an extended 
area until the island of Swans (15th arrondissement). 17 divers were on alert, 

ready to intervene. However, research is made difficult by the force of the current, 
which is up to 25 km / h, the lack of total visibility and the temperature of the 

water (7 ° C). 
 
The search operations were continued yesterday with a lightened device, in order to 

"not risk the life of the rescuers". 
 

The River Brigade, created in 1900 on the occasion of the Universal Exhibition of 
Paris, ensures for more than a century the permanent surveillance of the Seine, but 
also that of the canals and rivers of all Ile-de-France since 2009. This brigade, fully 

integrated into the National Police, today has a hundred members, including a 
dozen women. 

 

Seine reveals her secrets to Paris River Police 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-15287115 

15 October 2011  
 

The River Seine in Paris is for 
many people the most 

romantic stretch of water in 
the world. But for the Paris 
River Police it is a place of 

work - rescuing or recovering 
people who end up in its 

waters and searching for 
discarded criminal evidence. 
 

The Brigade Fluviale have been 
working their unique beat for more 

than 100 years. 
 

The day shift starts with a 3-km (1.8-mile) swim in the river, around the Ile de la 
Cite, where Notre Dame Cathedral is located. 
 

 
The Brigade Fluviale use  

high-speed patrol boats 

http://www.psdiver.com/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-15287115
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"It's very hard today," says Pascal Jacquin as he emerges from the cold, dark 
water. 

 
He is an expert diver and boat handler who has worked for the Fluviale for 27 

years. Three times a week he joins the junior officers for the early-morning swim. 
 

Survival instinct 
The Brigade Fluviale know the Seine better than anybody else, particularly its 
dangerous currents which can suddenly pin a diver to the bottom or sweep them far 

downstream. 
 

She's (The Seine)like a woman, you have to care about her, you 
have to feed her, you have to touch her - we need to know her 
mood -Pascal Jacquin, Police diver 

 
For Mr Jacquin, his morning swim is a way of understanding the river and renewing 

his relationship with it. 
 
"[It's] like communion with the river, she lets me be with her," he says. 

"You have to keep up with the river because it's what we work with and we need to 
know what she feels today. 

 
"She's like a woman, you have to care about her, you have to feed her, you have to 
touch her - we need to know her mood today." 

 
The elite squad are all divers, swimmers 

and boat handlers as well as armed 
officers. 
 

Their most important role is what they 
call intervention, going to the aid of 

someone who has fallen or jumped - or 
is about to jump - into the river. 

 
They have found that when people hit the water, survival instinct often takes over. 
 

"It's like a reflex," says Mr Jacquin, recalling a call-out to a woman they found 
clinging to the Alexandre III Bridge. 

 
"She was having a bad moment of life - I don't know what about. The moment she 
was in the water she probably realised it was just a bad moment, but she could not 

get out without us. 
 

"She was so beautiful I wanted to say to her 'why are you here?'" 
 
Two days later they got another call to the same bridge. 

 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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"That was the bizarre thing, a guy was holding exactly the same piece of rope in 
the water, in the same exact place. He was an old guy, 75 or something." 

 
Unlike the young woman they rescued, the old man could not stop talking. 

 
"He was melting in excuses. He was so sorry saying 'I lost my wife a week ago, I 
can't live without her, I tried to kill myself because my life is finished but I can't do 

that. I'm so sorry to have bothered you'. 
 

"I said, 'are you kidding me, you're not bothering us, we're doing our job, we feel 
sorry for you. I know it's hard for you but it's going to be ok'. It was so nice." 
Fingertip searches 
 

Eric Calvet is in charge of the evening patrol, the time of day when things tend to 

happen. He and his team survey the river banks while a group of people party by 
the water's edge. 

 
 
"Alcohol is the problem," he says, 

before he is interrupted by a call. A 
young woman is reported to have 

thrown herself into the Seine from the 
Pont de la Concorde. 
 

The highspeed boat gets them to the 
bridge in seconds while that night's 

designated diver puts his kit on. The 
rest of the team stand on deck with 
torches, checking the bridge's pillars to 

see if anyone is clinging to them. 
 

Soon they spot a young woman on the bridge being comforted by a friend. She is 
dressed for a night out, but looks pale and distraught. 
 

A passer-by had persuaded her not to jump and she is now surrounded by police - 
Eric and his team can withdraw knowing she is safe. 

 
Another important part of their job is recovering criminal evidence, which can range 
from guns to gold. 

 
One case Mr Jacquin is particularly proud of involved a gang who had taken a 

hostage, then tortured and killed the man. 
 
The ringleader threw the victim's watch, a fake Rolex, off the Pont St Michel and, 

when the gangster was caught, the watch became vital evidence. 
 

 

The river police also locate stolen cars 

dumped in the Seine 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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It was a tough ask to find it, he says, as there was zero visibility in the river. It was 
the middle of winter and the freezing cold divers had to do a fingertip search of the 

river bed. 
 

"When it happened it was winter and really high water and impossible to find the 
thing. But we kept looking and we found it," he says. 
 

Another time they were charged to find a gun that had been used to pistol-whip a 
victim. 

 
"We found the gun two days after and there was a piece of skin in the trigger, so it 
was proof," Mr Jacquin explains. 

 
"I mean you don't like what you find, but you know this is the end of the story, this 

guy will go to jail for a long time. It's a good thing to finalise and bring an answer 
to a mystery." 
 

 

IPA France - International Police Association 
https://www.facebook.com/ipafrance/posts/2013162648958395  

17-01-2018 

 

Support Brigade Paris. 
 
The IPA France associates itself with the pain of our 
colleagues from the Paris River  

 
Brigade and shares their message: 

You are aware that the river brigade lost one of 
its plongeuses in the seine during an exercise. 
 

A Quest is organized to help his family through 
the link below. 

 
Thank you for her, for her family.   · See original ·  

 

 
To Donate, Click the link below 

https://www.leetchi.com/c/mandie-le-reve-d-une-vie  
 

Mandy, the dream of a lifetime 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ipafrance/posts/2013162648958395
https://www.facebook.com/ipafrance/posts/2013162648958395
https://www.leetchi.com/c/mandie-le-reve-d-une-vie
https://www.facebook.com/ipafrance/photos/a.1557754891165842.1073741828.1557754807832517/2013162628958397/?type=3
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Hello everyone and welcome to this 

kitty, 
 

Following the terrible diving accident 
that occurred on January 05, 2018, 
the Amicale des Policiers de la 

Brigade Fluviale, on behalf of the 
entire staff of the service, decided to 

set up this collection to support the 
family of Amandine mourned . 
 

Here you can directly and in one 
click, participate in this kitty. 
 

 Everyone contributes 

the amount he wants . 
 All payments are secure 

Thank you all 
 

 

 

 

http://www.psdiver.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ipafrance/photos/a.1557754891165842.1073741828.1557754807832517/2013162628958397/?type=3
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