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ENMANUEL FAMILIA

38 year old Police Officer Manny Familia drowned while
attempting to rescue a juvenile who had gone
underwater in a small pond in Green Hill Park at about
1:35 pm.

Three juveniles who had gone into the water became distressed. One of the 
juveniles went underwater and failed to surface. Officer Familia and several other 
officers responded to the pond and entered the water in an effort to save all three. 
Officers were able to bring the other two juveniles to shore, however, Officer 
Familia failed to surface while trying to save the third juvenile.

Officer Familia was recovered from the water approximately one hour later and 
transported to a local hospital where he was pronounced dead. The juvenile's body 
was recovered approximately one hour later.

Officer Familia had served with the Worcester Police Department for five years. He 
is survived by his wife, son, and daughter.
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Worcester Police Officer Enmanuel Familia Dies While 
Trying To Save Drowning Teens
https://www.telegram.com/story/news/2021/06/04/fire-department-divers-called-green-hill-park-
worcester/7547898002/ 
06-04-2021 Cyrus Moulton Telegram & Gazette

WORCESTER — A city police officer
drowned Friday while attempting
to rescue three teens who were
struggling to stay above water at
Green Hill Pond. A 14-year-old
boy, whom officers tried to save,
also lost his life.

Enmanuel Familia, 38, a member
of the Worcester Police
Department for five years, was
pulled from the pond by divers
from the city Fire Department.

Manny, as his colleagues called him, leaves a wife and two children.
One of the teens and the officer were rushed to the hospital, where they were 
pronounced dead. The teen has not been identified.

"The Worcester Police Department has lost a brother, a friend and a partner," said 
Police Chief Steven M. Sargent at an evening news conference in front of 
headquarters. "The city of Worcester has lost a hero." 

About 1:30 p.m., onlookers at the pond called police with a report of three 
swimmers needing help. Five officers hurried to the scene, among them Familia.
All of the officers went to the aid of the swimmers, one of them toward the middle 
of the pond, his arm reaching above the water, the chief said, explaining the scene.

The officers brought two of the swimmers to shore, the chief said. It was soon 
realized Familia and one of the teens were not accounted for.

Fire Department divers were summoned. Within the next two hours, the two people
were pulled from the water.

Green Hill Pond is an occasional spot for swimming, although it's not allowed. 
A large contingent of police officers remained at the park for several hours.

Meantime, on social media, police departments are offering words of condolence to 
the Worcester Police Department. 

"We have learned that a Worcester police officer drowned today while trying to save
the life of a child," wrote Boxboro police on Twitter.

https://www.telegram.com/staff/3755423001/cyrus-moulton/
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The Boston office of the FBI offered its sympathies.

At the scene, witness Ayeh Tanteh said she called 911 at 1:35 p.m. after hearing 
cries for help from three teenagers in the water. 

Witness Sheryl Lamonda said officers arrived after one of the teenagers went 
under, and arriving officers went in the water to try to help.

Lamonda said she tried to direct the officers to where the teenager had disappeared
and watched in horror as one officer went under the water.

More: On social media, words of condolence to the Worcester Police Department

“It was just horrible,” Lamonda said.

Several of the officers emerged from the pond shortly thereafter, with one of the 
officers guiding two of the teenagers to safety. But she said one officer was 
missing.
Roughly a half-hour later, Lamonda said divers pulled an adult from the water. The 
victim was taken to UMass Memorial by ambulance. 

https://www.telegram.com/story/news/2021/06/04/social-media-after-green-hill-pond-drowning-words-condolence-worcester-police-department/7551948002/


At approximately 3:30 p.m. a second individual was pulled from the water, the 
individual hidden by blankets held by some of the large crowd of police officers, fire 
officials and other rescuers at the scene. 

Onlookers wailed as the second individual was pulled out of the water.

The sadness continued at Worcester Police Department headquarters later in the 
evening as city officials praised and mourned Familia. 

"This is the type of person Manny was; someone who would lay down his life for 
someone else's child," Mayor Joseph M. Petty said. Officer Daniel Gilbert called 
Familia "a credit to the department."

And evoking the string of tragedies that the city's first responders have endured, 
City Manager Edward M. Augustus asked that arms once again be wrapped around 
the city and the police department.

Video: 2016 Worcester Police Academy video with Officer Familia

"This is an incredibly heavy burden for Chief Sargent, for Officer Familia's partners, 
and the men and women of the Worcester Police Department," CIty Manager 
Edward M. Augustus said. "God knows this city has had more than its share of 
loss."
A vigil for the two who died was held Friday evening near St. VIncent Hospital on 
Summer Street

https://youtu.be/PjIPVoSOHOY?t=277


Teen, Responding Police Officer Die at Pond in Worcester 
Park, Authorities Confirm
https://www.necn.com/news/local/police-officer-dies-trying-to-save-child-from-pond-in-worcester-
park-sources-say/2479988/?
fbclid=IwAR1zoKHbcH_Vy8O2dFeqqJpFDFdoZ3l4MbEp2P0vDTovWYv_Yi6BhxmxrfE
06-04-2021 By Staff Reports 

A teenager and a police officer who tried to save him died after going into the water
Friday in Worcester, Massachusetts, authorities confirmed.

Police and fire crews responded to the pond at Green Hill Park, where several 
people were in the water and one was struggling. Five officers went into the pond.
One officer, identified by police as 38-year-old Manny Familia, was pulled from the 
water. He died at the hospital after crews tried to save him.

Divers also pulled a 14-year-old male from the water. He was rushed to a hospital, 
but pronounced dead.
More to come.

Worcester Officer, Teen Drown At Green Hill Park, Officials 
Say
https://patch.com/massachusetts/worcester/green-hill-park-
water-rescue-worcester 
Jun 4, 2021 Neal McNamara  ,   Patch Staff  

Worcester officer Enmanuel "Manny" Familia, 38,
entered a pond at Green Hill Park Friday to rescue a
14-year-old, who also died.

WORCESTER, MA — A five-year member of the
Worcester Police Department and a 14-year-old boy
drowned Friday during an incident at a Green Hill
Park pond, officials said.

Worcester police Chief Steven Sargent said five
officers responded to a 911 call at the park near
1:30 p.m. about swimmers in distress. Officer
Enmanuel "Manny" Familia, 38, entered the water
in an attempt to reach the teen, who was struggling
near the center of the pond.

Both the unidentified teen and Familia were under the water for about an hour 
before they were pulled to shore.

"There are no words to express how difficult this loss is, god knows this city has 
had more than its fair share of loss," City Manager Edward Augustus Jr. said during 
a Friday news conference.

Familia leaves behind a
wife and a young son and
daughter. Police and city
officials also expressed

sympathy wishes for the
family of the 14-year-old.
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Words are and will never be
enough. When a tragedy hits
home like this, it's more than
just thoughts and prayers. Our
hearts are with our brother's and
sister's of @WorcesterP  D   during
this tragedy. A true hero. Taken
from us far too soon.

During the water rescue,
Worcester officers were able to
save two other people who were
struggling in the water.

The pond where the Familia and
the teen drowned is at the center
of the 470-acre park, but does
not have a sanctioned swimming
area.

The Worcester incident happened nearly
at the same time as a shooting 
Braintree     that left two officers and a 
police dog wounded, and the suspect 
dead.

First death since 2012

The last Worcester officer to die was 
Peter Kneeland, who succumbed in 
2012 to injuries sustained in 1991 when
he was hit by a drunk driver. In 2009, 
Sgt. Michael Towner died several weeks 
after trying to make an arrest.

The Worcester Fire Department has also
suffered several losses in recent years. 
Lt. Jason Menard was killed in a fire in 
November 2019, less than a year after 
Worcester firefighter Christopher Roy 
died     battling a five-alarm blaze.

Worcester police officer pronounced dead after drowning 
during rescue attempt at Green Hill
https://spectrumnews1.com/ma/worcester/news/2021/06/04/worcester-police-officer-green-hill-pond
Jun. 04, 2021By Spectrum News Staff Worcester

WORCESTER, Mass. - A Worcester police officer was pulled out of the water at 
Green Hill Pond during a rescue attempt, according to sources.

A massive water rescue took place Friday at
Green Hill Park in Worcester after a child

and police officer reportedly drowned. (Neal
McNamara/Patch)

Worcester police officers lowered a flag
to half mast Friday evening outside
police headquarters in memory of

officer Familia.

https://spectrumnews1.com/ma/worcester/news/2021/06/04/worcester-police-officer-green-hill-pond
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The on-duty officer was announced dead at a local hospital shortly after.

The officer was attempting to rescue a teenager, sources say. The officer and the 
teen both went under the water during the attempt. Source say, the officer and 
teen were pulled from the water and brought to the hospital. 

A large police and fire presence was at the scene at Green Hill Park.  The area was 
blocked off to law enforcement and first responders only.

The condition of the teen is not currently known. The officer's identity is being 
withheld until family is notified.

City Manager Edward M. Augustus, Jr., Mayor Joseph M. Petty and Worcester Police 
Chief Steven Sargent will hold a press conference at 6 p.m. at the Worcester Police 
Department headquarters. 

Worcester Police Officer Who Responded To Rescue 
Teens In Water Has Died, Sources Say 
https://www.masslive.com/worcester/2021/06/sources-say-worcester-police-officer-who-
responded-to-rescue-teens-in-water-has-died.html
By Michael Bonner |       mbonner@masslive.com             and Scott J. Croteau | 
scroteau@masslive.com

Update: The Worcester police officer who died Friday trying to save teens from 
drowning has been identified.

A Worcester police officer has died in an attempt to rescue teens who were 
drowning in a pond in Green Hill Park on Friday afternoon.

Witnesses say that around at around 1:30 p.m., officers responded to a report of 
several teens drowning in the water at Green Hill Park.

Megan Lamonda and Ayeh Tanteh told MassLive they heard cries for help in the 
pond before Tanteh called 911 telling authorities they needed to arrive as soon as
possible.

Lamonda and Tanteh said three boys were struggling to stay above the water 
when four police officers ran into the pond. The witnesses said three officers and 
two boys emerged from the water, while another officer and a boy remained 
under.

Lamonda and Tanteh said after a lengthy amount of time, it appeared the police 
officer was taken out of the water, but a blanket was covering him. Tears filled 
their eyes as they recounted the story.

“He was a hero,” Lomonda said.
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Sources told MassLive the police officer was rushed to UMass Memorial Medical 
Center and was under the water for at least 20 to 30 minutes. Sources told 
MassLive that the       officer has died.  

Divers continued
to search through
the water in the
early afternoon
as dozens of
people gathered
around the area
in silence.

At around 3:30
p.m. a second
body was pulled
from the water,
which appeared
to be the teen.
Screams from
what appeared to
be the boy’s
family acted as
the only sound in the park.

By 4 p.m, a scene that included dozens of emergency vehicles was mainly clear. 
A single police car remained inside the police tape.

A press conference is scheduled at Worcester Police Department headquarters at 
6 p.m. on Friday.

Police officer, child drown in Worcester pond, sources say
https://www.wcvb.com/article/worcester-police-officer-green-hill-pond-june-4-2021/36634137#
June 4, 2021

Incident occurred at Green Hill Pond
WORCESTER, Mass. —
An officer of the Worcester Police Department drowned Friday while trying to rescue
a child who also died, NewsCenter 5 has learned.

The officer was pulled from Green Hill Pond, adjacent to the Green Hill Golf Course. 
He had been underwater for approximately 20 minutes, sources said.

Several officers went to the park Friday around 1:35 p.m. in response to a report of
a child in distress, sources told 5 Investigates.

Video from the park showed a significant number of police, fire and ambulances in 
the area, many of whom appeared to be involved in an ongoing search of the pond.

Authorities search the water at a pond in Green Hill Park
in Worcester.

https://www.wcvb.com/article/worcester-police-officer-green-hill-pond-june-4-2021/36634137
https://www.masslive.com/worcester/2021/06/sources-say-worcester-police-officer-who-responded-to-rescue-teens-in-water-has-died.html


Worcester police, Massachusetts State Police troopers and others are expected to 
form a motorcade to convey the body of the drowned officer to the Office of the 
Chief Medical Examiner in Westfield.

Teen who drowned during rescue attempt by 
Worcester Police Officer Enmanuel ‘Manny’ Familia 
identified by family as Troy Love, according to reports
https://www.masslive.com/worcester/2021/06/teen-who-drowned-during-rescue-attempt-by-
worcester-police-officer-     
enmanuel-manny-familia -identified-by-family-as-troy-love-according-to-reports.html 
June 5, 2021 By Melissa Hanson | mhanson@masslive.com 

Family members have identified the 14-year-old boy   who drowned Friday at 
Worcester’s Green Hill Park as Troy Love, according to media reports. Love’s 
brother, 21-year-old Joseph Guy, told NBC 10   that his brother was trying to swim
across the pond.

Guy and Love’s girlfriend, Kristen Breeden, jumped into the water to help as Love
started struggling, Guy told the news station.

Worcester police rushed to the park at 1:35 p.m. Friday after receiving a report 
of someone struggling in the water. Five officers went into the pond as Love was 
struggling in the center of the water, reaching his arm up, Chief Steven Sargent 
said Friday. While two people were brought to shore during that rescue attempt, 
Love and a Worcester officer were lost under the water.

Officer Enmanuel “Manny” Familia             died tried to save him.

“This is the type of person that Manny was, someone who would lay down his life 
for someone else’s child,” Worcester Mayor Joseph Petty said Friday.
Police have not publicly identified the 14-year-old teen.

Guy told Boston 25 News   that the family is from Virginia and is used to swimming
in lakes. He told the news station that he met Familia’s family at the hospital and 
apologized.

Divers brought Familia to shore at 2:28 p.m. Love was found at 3:25 p.m. Both 
were taken to the hospital and pronounced dead.

Familia, 38, had been with the department for five years. He leaves his wife 
Jennifer, his daughter Jayla, his son Jovan and his parents.

The Worcester Police Department is planning to escort Familia’s body from UMass
Memorial Medical Center to the office of the Chief Medical Examiner in Westfield 
around 8:30 a.m. Friday.

Familia is remembered as a hero.
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“Officer Familia was a credit to the department,” said Daniel Gilbert, president of 
the New England Police Benevolent Association Local 911. “Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to his wife, his children and his family, as well as the family of the
child that perished who Manny was attempting to save.”

Worcester Police Department (Official)

Statement on the Drownings at Green Hill Park

On June 4, 2021 Chief Steven M. Sargent and the Worcester
Police Department announced the line of duty death of an
officer along with the drowning of a 14-year-old male. 

At approximately 1:35 p.m. dispatch received several calls for a
report of a person possibly drowning in the pond at Green Hill
Park. Worcester Police officers and members of the Worcester
Fire Department arrived on scene. Upon arrival, officers
observed several people in the water. Officers saw a male
toward the center of the body of water reaching an arm up and
struggling. 

Five officers entered the water in an attempt to locate and
rescue the victim and to secure the other individuals who were
also in the water. During this rescue attempt two individuals
were brought to shore. At this time, officers on scene were notified that one officer 
was missing. There were now two victims. 

At approximately 2:28 p.m. divers located 
the officer and brought him to shore. The 
officer was identified as 38-year-old 
Enmanuel Familia. UMass EMS immediately 
initiated life-saving protocols and 
transported the officer to the hospital. 
Officer Familia later succumbed to his 
injuries at the hospital. 

Divers located the body of the 14-year-old 
male at approximately 3:25 p.m. The male 

was rushed to a local hospital where he was pronounced dead. His identity is not 
being released at this time. 

The other officers that were in the water were transported to the hospital for 
evaluation. A total of seven divers were involved in the search and recovery. 

One diver was also transported to the hospital to be treated for minor injuries. 

https://www.facebook.com/WorcesterPolice/posts/4185704394784631
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Officer Enmanuel “Manny” Familia was a five year veteran of the Worcester Police 
Department. Officer Familia leaves behind his wife Jennifer, his daughter Jayla, son 
Jovan and his parents.

Parting salute: Worcester lays to rest fallen Officer 
Enmanuel 'Manny' Familia
https://www.telegram.com/story/news/2021/06/10/worcester-mourns-fallen-police-officer-enmanuel-
familia/7602215002/       

June 10, 2021 Craig S. Semon  Telegram & Gazette Staff

WORCESTER — The funeral for Worcester Police Officer Enmanuel Familia was all 
about family and the brotherhood — the brotherhood of siblings, and brotherhood 
and sisterhood of police officers.

Familia, 38, died June 4 at Green Hill Pond while trying to rescue Troy Love, 14, of 
Verona, Virginia, who also lost his life.

For a few hours Thursday, the city came to a standstill as it celebrated the life and 
mourned the loss of a local hero.
Hundreds of uniformed officers came out in a demonstration of honor, unity and the
brotherhood of being a police officer.

More: Wave of blue, supporters line streets for Officer Familia's funeral     
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Worcester Fire Department’s Ladder 1 and 4 hoisted a two-story tall American flag 
at the mouth of Temple Street so the funeral procession, which included a red 
Subaru Legacy with “RIP 267" and a heart symbol in the back window, and body of 
Familia could pass under it.

As the strains of mournful bagpipes permeated the still air, Bob Largess, owner of 
the Hotel Vernon in Kelley Square, led a horse-drawn carriage with Familia’s casket 
and parked it in front of St. John Church on Temple Street.

After Familia’s family and the Worcester Police, Gov. Charlie Baker, Lt. Gov. Karyn 
Polito, Worcester City Manager Edward M. Augustus Jr., Mayor Joseph M. Petty, 
U.S. Rep. James P. McGovern, Worcester County District Attorney 
Joseph D. Early Jr. and Sheriff Lewis G. Evangelidis went into the church next.

Before the service, Baker and Polito spoke with Ronald and Sharon Tarentino, 
parents of Auburn Police Officer Ronald Tarentino Jr., who was killed in the line of 
duty in 2016.
It took roughly 45 minutes for everyone to pour into the church.
Familia’s brothers, Elvin and Eric Familia, eulogized their brother, whom they fondly
called Manny.
Manny’s older brother, Elvin Familia, lauded his brother with some good-hearted 
sibling rivalry and brotherly ribbing, as well as plenty of heart.

“People always ask who’s older,” Elvin Familia said. “This to the central fact, that he
(Enmanuel Familia) can grow a full beard. I’m still working on it.”



Thanking the estimated 1,000 that filled the church for “celebrating our hero’s life,” 
Eric Familia praised his brother for being “one of a kind.”

“My brother loved hard, very hard. He didn’t know any other way,” Elvin Familia 
said. “He could cry with you if he had to and later on ask you, ‘Why we’re crying?’

To Manny, nothing was impossible, everything had a solution.

Elvin Familia said his brother was most proud of completing three different police 
academies to become a campus police officer at Quinsigamond Community College 
and Clark University, and an officer for the Oakham and Worcester Police 
departments.

Obituary: Enmanuel "Manny" Familia
He said his brother took great pride in serving the community and being a police 
officer, while lamenting his loss with the sentiment, “Yet he still had a lot more to 
accomplish”.

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/telegram/name/enmanuel-familia-obituary?n=enmanuel-familia&pid=198925015&fhid=15217


Elvin Familia started getting emotionally choked up when he moved from 
celebrating the life of his brother to addressing the concerns and the needs of his 
brother’s daughter, Jayla, and son, Jovan.

“He (Manny) brought so much joy to our lives in so many different ways but 
nothing brought him more joy than his most precious possession, his children, Jayla
and Jovan. You were and will continue to be the light of his eyes. Every time he 
spoke of you, his eyes lit up,” Elvin Familia said. “I know today doesn’t make any
sense. It probably never will. But, one thing we can be for sure is that dad loved 
the two of you more than life itself.”

In one of his most moving sentiments, Elvin told his niece and nephew that God 
called their dad for “a special detail up in heaven,” one “that only he can fill.”

Calling her his brother’s “best decision,” Elvin Familia also had some special words 
for his sister-in-law and Familia’s wife, Jennifer Familia.

“You were and always be the love of his life,” Elvin Familia said of Jennifer Familia. 
“Our family is very lucky that you are the mother of his kids. We are very honored. 
We love you. We are so sorry that you lost your best friend but we are here for 
you.”

Before leaving the podium and kissing his brother’s casket, Elvin Familia thanked 
the city of Worcester for being the “amazing city” that it is and saluted the 



brotherhood and sisterhood of the Worcester Police Department, which, he added, 
will always be a part of his brother.

“They understand the meaning of true loyalty and family,” Elvin Familia said. 
“Putting on a uniform, leaving your house to go do a job that does not guarantee 
that you’ll be back home to your family makes you special."

Elvin also found time to say a few words about the family of Troy Love, the young 
man who also drowned a week ago Friday.

“We are very sorry for your loss. We feel your pain and share your emptiness,” 
Elvin Familia said. “Our family’s here to support you, continue to heal together as 
we both lost a big part of our family.”

In closing, Elvin Familia had a special message he gave to his fallen brother.

“I love you. I’ll continue your legacy and we will keep your memory alive,” Elvin 
Familia said. “Go rest in paradise. No worries. Your family will be in great hands. I 
promise you. We will look after them just like you did. Till we meet again.”

Addressing Familia’s kinship with his “brothers and sisters in blue,” Eric Familia was
brief in his remarks compared to his older brother, but his words were as 
meaningful and heartfelt.



“He was a big brother like no other,” Eric Familia said. “This is something only 
Manny can do, put on a show.”

A true family affair, Jessica Familia, sister of Familia, did the first Scripture reading,
and Maria Almendarez, Familia’s mother-in-law, read the second.

Father Diego Buritica, associate pastor of the Cathedral of St. Paul, officiated at the 
Mass and gave his sermon both in English and Spanish.

“We believe that Manny’s life is not lost and his sacrifice is not a waste but we 
believe that in his heart, there was a call for God to serve others and offer the best 
he had for them, with no reservations, with no hesitation,” Buritica said. “We listen 
in the Gospel, no one has greater love than this to lay down one’s life for others, to 
give up his life for others … He didn’t think about the consequences of jumping into 
that lake. He did it, he just did it.”

The Most Rev. Bishop Robert McManus gave the prayers of commendatio



Father Jonathan Slavinskas and Deacon
Gerry Montiverdi, Worcester Police
Department chaplain; Father John
Madden, pastor of St. John Church;
Monsignor Francis Scollen, pastor of St.
Peter’s Church; Father Angel Matos,
pastor of St. Francis Assisi Church; Father
Paul Clifford; and the Rev. John
LaRochelle, deacon of Mass, served as
concelebrants.

Accompanied by organist Sean Redrow,
soloist Monica Hatch sang several sacred
songs.

Polar Park, a short walk from St. John
Church, was open to the thousands of
police officers not inside the church. A
video feed of the funeral was shown at the
park.

Burial was at St. John’s Cemetery.
Mercadante Funeral Home & Chapel on
Plantation Street assisted the family with arrangements. 

More: Family members, community come together in Va. to remember teen
who drowned in Worcester

Worcester Police Officer’s Widow Speaks About The 
Heartbreaking Tragedy; Foundation Launched To Help 
Prevent Drownings
https://www.bostonherald.com/2021/08/25/worcester-police-officer-manny-familias-widow-speaks-about-the-
heartbreaking-tragedy-family-announces-foundation-to-help-prevent-drownings/     orcester Police Officer Manny   
Familia's widow speaks about the heartbreaking tragedy, family announces foundation to help prevent drownings 
(bostonherald.com) 

08-25-2021 RICK SOBEY | rick.sobey@bostonherald.com | Boston Herald

‘It’s been a bad dream that I just want to wake up from’

The widow of the late Worcester police officer who drowned while trying to save a 
boy is speaking out for the first time about the heartbreaking tragedy, as the family
announces a foundation to help prevent drownings in the future.

“It’s been a bad dream that I just want to wake up from,” Jennifer Familia said in a 
newly released video about the loss of her husband, Enmanuel “Manny” Familia.
The father of two was 38 years old when he died in early June after attempting to 
rescue a 14-year-old boy in Worcester’s Green Hill Pond. The boy, Troy Love, also 
died.
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Jennifer recalls receiving a call from her husband’s
cousin, Alex Maracallo, who is also a Worcester
police officer. Maracallo told her that she needed to
immediately go to Green Hill Park because they
couldn’t find Manny after he went in the water to
save a teenager.

She remembers grabbing her keys, running out the
door, “panicking, crying.”

When she arrived at the park, a police officer
blocking the entrance told her to go to the hospital.
 
“They brought me to a room,” Jennifer said of the
hospital workers. “I knew right away: This is not
good.”

“‘What am I going to tell my kids? What am I going
to tell them?'” she remembered thinking. “‘What am
I going to tell my m
other-in-law because this is going to break her.'”

Manny became a police officer because he genuinely wanted to help the 
community, Jennifer said.

“How am I going to live my life without this man?” she said. “That’s pretty much 
my everyday struggle.”

Now the family is starting “The Manny 267 Foundation” in honor of Manny whose 
badge number was 267.

The foundation’s goal is to raise funds to provide rescue tubes for every police 
cruiser, and to provide swim lessons for kids. They’d like to eventually donate a 
“Manny tube” to every U.S. police department.

“When a call for an emergency comes in, we’re usually the first ones on the scene 
and it’s hard not to act,” said Manny’s cousin Alex. “We’re trying to equip our police
cruisers with these life-saving tools to help in these situations.”

Thvideos about the Familia family and the foundation were produced by the 
Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association, as part of their #WhyWeServe series.

“We want to make sure people know who Manny was and what he faced on that 
day,” said Mark Leahy, executive director of the association.
“I hope people remember the sacrifice he made for a young boy that he didn’t know
and had never met,” Leahy added.

Jennifer Familia, the widow of
Worcester Police Officer Manny

Familia who drowned while
trying to save a boy in June,

speaks about the family’s
devastating loss. 

(Screenshot 
from Kelli from Boston)



Kelli O’Hara, who runs Kelli from Boston, is creating the content for the 
#WhyWeServe series, saying “it’s an honor and a privilege to keep Manny’s 
memory alive.”

“I hope people remember the sacrifice he made for a young boy that he didn’t know
and had never met,” Leahy added.

Kelli O’Hara, who runs Kelli from Boston, is creating the content for the 
#WhyWeServe series, saying “it’s an honor and a privilege to keep Manny’s 
memory alive.”

Wormtown Honors Officer Familia With Special-Edition 
Brew
https://www.msn.com/en-us/lifestyle/smart-living/wormtown-honors-officer-familia-with-special-
edition-brew/ar-AAOyw82?ocid=uxbndlbing 
09/18/2021Nancy Campbell, Telegram & Gazette 

WORCESTER — Wormtown Brewery has
created a special beer in honor of
Worcester Police Officer Enmanuel
"Manny" Familia.

Wormtown Brewery owner Dave Fields,
far left, brought the officers on a tour to
see the operation. The officers are, from
left, Noel Ortiz, Craig Cappabianca, Alex
Maracallo, Kevin McCarthy, Hungria

Ortiz, Danny Diaz,
and Mike Prizio.

Familia drowned
June 4 while
trying to save a
teenager, who also
died, at Green Hill
Pond.

Worcester police officers, including Familia’s cousin, Officer 
Alex Maracallo, were on hand Friday morning as the brewing 
process got underway at the Shrewsbury Street brewery.

The beer is called Worcester's Finest, according to David 
Fields, co-owner of Wormtown, saying the tribute is "the same
type of charitable effort we've done for Worcester firefighters 
— Worcester's Bravest."

© Rick group of Worcester Police officers
gathered at Wormtown Brewery Friday to

help make a special beer that will be
dedicated to fallen Worcester Police

Officer Enmanuel Familia.

Friday.© Submitted 
A preview version of

the label for
Wormtown's new beer

honoring Manny
Familia.
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Fields said the new beer was crafted in the style of Familia's favorites, Corona and 
Modella, according to family and friends. "It's light, crisp with a little bit of corn 
sweetness," Fields said. "It will go great with lemon or lime."  
  
The release party will be held at noon Nov. 4 at Wormtown's new taproom on 
Shrewsbury Street, Fields said, and 100% of the revenue from the beer and 
merchandise sold that day will go to efforts supporting Familia's family and the 
Manny 267 Foundation, which provides swimming lessons for children and teens, 
and water safety equipment for first responders. 

Family of Worcester police Officer Manny Familia hope 
foundation in his name will save lives
https://www.wcvb.com/article/family-of-worcester-police-officer-manny-familia-hope-foundation-in-
his-name-will-save-lives/37476805     

Officer Familia drowned in June during rescue attempt
Sep 3, 2021

WORCESTER, Mass. —
The family of the Worcester police officer who drowned in June while trying to save 
a child hopes a foundation in his name will be able to save other lives.

Officer Enmanuel "Manny" Familia was one of several officers who responded on 
June 4 to Green Hill Pond, adjacent to the Green Hill Golf Course, in response to a 
report of a swimmer in distress. The officers entered the water and were able to 
pull two people to safety, but soon realized that Familia and a child had not 
resurfaced.

Familia died while trying to save a child who was the same age as his own son.
"At the end of the day, he went into the water as a dad," said Elvin Familia, 
Manny's brother. "He just went into the situations as a parent."

"That's the way Manny was, selfless," said Ofc. Alex Maracallo, Manny's cousin.
The family says Officer Familia was a former lifeguard and excellent swimmer.
"It's not like the movies," said Elvin Familia. "It happens quietly and under the 
water. Nobody notices."

He also said, "I'm convinced my brother would have not lost his life if he had the 
proper equipment."

But the tragedy is not the end of Manny's positive impact on the Worcester 
community.

In his honor, the family has launched a foundation with the goal of raising money to
put life-saving equipment into every Worcester Police Department Vehicle and teach
swimming lessons to both adults and children.

They call it the Manny 267 Foundation. No. 267 was his badge number.

https://www.267foundation.org/
https://www.wcvb.com/article/family-of-worcester-police-officer-manny-familia-hope-foundation-in-his-name-will-save-lives/37476805
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"If we can save one life, Manny's life was not lost in vain," Elvin Familia said.
The foundation is not the first life-saving attempt inspired by Manny Familia's 
sacrifice. In July a group installed "Manny's Box" full of life-saving gear near a pond
in Boylston.

He predicted proceeds would be around $20,000.

Familia is survived by his wife, Jennifer, and two children, Jovan, 13, and Jayla, 
17. 
Fields said the brewery was happy to be in a position to work closely with Manny's 
family and fellow police officers to do something positive in the wake of the 
tragedy.

"We're humbled to be part of the healing process."

https://www.wcvb.com/article/massachusetts-group-installing-mannys-box-to-prevent-future-drownings/37116167
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