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Limestone man dies in diving incident on South Holston
Lake
http://www.heraldcourier.com/news/limestone-man-dies-in-diving-incident-onsouth-holston-lake/article_dbf8957a-4a1b-11e6-a580-bf99d8d4981d.html
July 15, 2016 ZACH IRBY | BRISTOL HERALD COURIER
SULLIVAN COUNTY, Tenn. -- The Sullivan County Sheriff's Office
has identified the man who died from a diving accident on South
Holston Lake.
Jason Austin, from Limestone was transported to Bristol Regional
Medical Center where he later died. Austin was working on a
diving certification when the incident happened.
The Sullivan County Sheriff's Office Criminal Investigation Division is continuing to
investigate the incident.
The Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigations Division is investigating
a possible diving accident at South Holston Lake that occurred around 3 p.m. today.
The victim was taken by boat to Lake View Dock and was transported to Bristol
Regional Medical Center by Sullivan County EMS.
Additional information has not been released at this time.

Tenn. Paramedic Dies During Off-Duty Dive Training
HTTP://WWW.EMSWORLD.COM/NEWS/12233927/TENN-PARAMEDIC-DIES-DURING-OFF-DUTY-DIVETRAINING?UTM_SOURCE=EMS+WORLD+NEWS+NEWSLETTER&UTM_MEDIUM=EMAIL&UTM_CAMPAIG
N=CPS160714002

JUL 19, 2016 BECKY CAMPBELL SOURCE: JOHNSON CITY PRES

A veteran Washington County/Johnson City EMS paramedic died Thursday while on
non-work-related scuba dive training at an area lake.
Sgt. Jason Austin, 36, of Limestone, was working on his deep dive certification at
South Holston Lake Thursday afternoon when the accident happened, according to
the Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office. Capt. Andy Seabolt said Austin was transported
to Bristol Regional Medical Center, where he was pronounced dead.
EMS Executive Director Dan Wheeley said the agency was mourning and in shock
from Austin’s sudden death. Austin was part of the EMS management team and
served as a field training officer for new employees.
“He’d done really well and moved up the ranks pretty quickly,” Wheeley said.
PSDiver Magazine

www.PSDiver.com

Page 1

Austin began his EMS career in May 2012, served with the Limestone Volunteer Fire
Department and worked part-time on a rescue truck at Fall Branch Volunteer Fire
Department. His EMS shift was the group on duty Friday, just hours after learning
their direct superior had died.
“They’re doing OK,” Wheeley said. “Their captain and lieutenant called each one
and told them what was going on. They’re going to bury this today and do their job
and do what they need to. They have a job to do today in taking care of
people. With their days off, that’s where it’s going to hit everybody.”
On social media, friends and co-workers poured out their hearts and emotions
about Austin’s death and offered love and support to his wife, daughter and other
family.
Wheeley said two chaplains are available for any employee who needs to talk to
someone.
Austin, who had been diving for about two years, was also on the EMS dive team,
Wheeley said. That team conducts rescue dives as well as searches for drowning
victims and investigative searches for law enforcement.
Sullivan County Sheriff’s investigators were handling the accident investigation.
A scuba death investigation includes reviewing the diver’s log book — details of all
dives are supposed to be logged and signed off on by the instructor — as well as
inspecting the equipment Austin used and getting details of the actual underwater
incident from those involved in the dive.
South Holston is the preferred lake for scuba training because Watauga Lake is very
cold and Boone Lake is murky with limited visibility.

Tenn. paramedic dies during scuba dive training
Sgt. Jason Austin died Thursday while working on his deep dive
certification
http://www.ems1.com/fatal-incidents/articles/108391048-Tenn-paramedic-dies-during-scuba-dive-training/

Jul 18, 2016 By EMS1 Staff

SOUTH HOLSTON LAKE, Tenn. — A paramedic died Thursday during a non-workrelated scuba dive training incident.
Sgt. Jason Austin, 36, was transported to the hospital after the accident occurred,
where he was pronounced dead.
Austin worked for the Washington County/Johnson City EMS agency and began his
EMS career in 2012. He worked for the Limestone Volunteer Fire Department and
worked part-time for the Fall Branch Volunteer Fire Department.
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EMS Executive Director Dan Wheeley said the
news of Austin’s death came as a shock. “He’d
done really well and moved up the ranks
pretty quickly,” Wheeley told Johnson City
Press.
Austin’s coworkers were notified shortly after
his death. “They’re doing OK. Their captain
and lieutenant called each one and told them
what was going on,” Wheeley said. “They
have a job to do today in taking care of
people. With their days off, that’s where it’s
going to hit everybody.”
Austin leaves behind a wife and daughter.

Sgt. Jason Austin. (Photo
Courtesy the Johnson City
Press)

Officials are investigating the incident, and will review the scuba diver’s book and
inspect the equipment Austin used.
Jason Lynn Austin
http://www.greenevillesun.com/obituaries/jason-lynn-austin/article_0996d3eac371-5b10-b16f-aa1e144be16f.html
Wednesday, July 20, 2016
Obituaries
Died: July 14, 2016
Jason Lynn Austin, 36, of Limestone,
passed away Thursday at Bristol
Regional Medical Center.
He was a paramedic for Washington
County-Johnson City EMS and he was a
member of the Limestone Volunteer
Fire Department.
Jason was a member of the Dive Team
and Search and Rescue.
He was of the Baptist faith.
Jason was a Mason of the Arcana
Lodge.
He was a loving father and husband.
Survivors include his wife: Jenna
Austin; a daughter: McKenna Austin;
his father: Al Austin of Limestone; a
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sister and brother-in-law: Angie and Terry Beets of Greeneville; his mother-in-law
and father-in-law: Kathy and James Stephens of Mosheim; a brother-in-law: Cole
Stephens of Mosheim; a nephew: Austin Beets; his grandmother: Viva Kate Malone
of Chuckey; uncles and aunts: Jerry and Jill Malone of Afton, Larry and Louise
Austin of Gloucester Point, Va., Dr. Maynard and DaVena Austin of Greeneville, and
Mark and DiAnn Dowell of Deltona, Fla.; and many special friends.
He was preceded in death by his mother: Brenda Austin; and his grandparents:
Lonnie and Grace Austin and Sam Malone.
The family will receive friends from 2-6 p.m. Thursday at Kiser-Rose Hill Funeral
Home with a memorial service following at 6 p.m. Thursday in the chapel. Chaplain
Danny Ricker will officiate along with the honor guard from the Johnson CityWashington County EMS and Limestone Fire Department.
There will be a gathering of family and friends at Limestone Free Will Baptist Church
after the service.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to First Tennessee Bank for
his daughter, McKenna.
Condolences may be sent to the family at www.kiserrosehillfuneralhome.com.
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