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09-06-1979 Woodbridge NJ – Alvin P Williams – LEO Flood Attempted
Rescue - Culvert

Patrolman Alvin Williams
https://www.odmp.org/officer/14206-patrolman-alvin-williams

Woodbridge Police Department, New Jersey
End of Watch Thursday, September 6, 1979
ALVIN WILLIAMS
Patrolman Alvin Williams drowned while attempting to
rescue two children from drowning in an overflowing
creek.
Patrolman Williams and his partner were on patrol
following Tropical Storm Davis, which dropped several
inches of rain on the area, causing rivers and creeks to
overflow, when they heard 2 children screaming for
help.
The officers rushed to the scene and found two children drowning in a overflowing
creek. Patrolman Williams took off his gun belt and jumped into the water in an
attempt to rescue the children, but drowned in the attempt.
The two children also drowned in the overflowing creek.
Patrolman Williams had served with the Woodbridge Police Department for 20
years. He was survived by his son and three daughters.

BIO





Age 51
Tour 20 years
Badge Not available

INCIDENT DETAILS


Cause Drowned
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On This Day In Woodbridge History.
https://www.facebook.com/HAWTWP/posts/on-this-day-in-woodbridge-history38-years-ago-todayofficer-alvin-p-williams-of-/1494861157248479/

38 years ago today Officer Alvin P Williams of the Woodbridge Police Department,
made the ultimate sacrifice when he heroically jumped into Sucker Creek trying to
save 2 drowning children. Unfortunately the 3 did not make.
Alvin P Williams-End of watch September 6, 1979.
I AM A WARRIOR
by Jon F. Hooper
I fight not for glory or fame,
For they are momentary.
I fight for those who can't.
I fight for Justice.
I fight for the oppressed and the down trodden.
And if I should lose my life for these just causes, then I have no regrets,
For I serve to protect the innocent.
It matters not where or when,
For evil knows no boundaries.
Be it fire, flood, or the threat of tyranny,
I will not flee.
Justice is my weapon.
Faith is my shield.
Hope is my armor.
Cry not at my passing,
For it was my Honor to fight for you.
Shed not tears of sorrow,
But tears of joy,
For now,
I stand with God.
Attached is a photo of the painting that hangs in Woodbridge Police Department
and a photo of Officer Williams. I have also attached the newspaper articles from
1956 when he passed the police test, the 1958 hiring announcement and the New
York Times article from September 7, 1979 about the drowning.

PSDiver Magazine

www.PSDiver.com

Page 2

Alvin Williams

09-06-1979

PSDiver Magazine

https://www.nytimes.com/1979/09/07/archives/two-children-and-policeman-drown-in-jersey-culvertsearchers-linked.html
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Woodbridge Unveils Memorial For Officer Who
Drowned While Trying To Save Two Children
https://www.nj.com/news/2011/08/woodbridge_unveils_memorial_fo.html

Updated Mar 31, 2019; Posted Aug 03, 2011
By Tom Haydon | Nj Advance Media For Nj.Com

WOODBRIDGE— Bruce Chester still remembers the emptiness he felt when his
police radio went silent.
It was Sept. 6, 1979, and the Woodbridge officer was rushing to help Officer Alvin
Williams, who was trying to grab two children from a river swollen by rains of
Hurricane David.
But when Chester got near the scene and heard a dispatcher call for Williams,
there was no response.
Today, nearly 32 years later, police unveiled a memorial to Williams, who was
swept away and drowned trying to save the children, who also died in the South
Branch of the Rahway River.
"I remember the eerie silence. He was gone. The haunting feeling never left me,
even to this day," Chester said during the ceremony on St. Georges Avenue, in
front of where a Home Depot now stands.
The location is less than 100 feet from the culvert into which Williams and the
two children were pulled by a swift current. The childrens’ bodies were found
hours later, and Williams body was found the next day nearly a mile downstream.
"It was important to me that nobody ever forget. He gave his life to save others,"
Chester said.
Williams’ widow, Sarah Williams, and the couple’s children and other relatives
attended the ceremony.
"It really looks like him," Sarah Williams said of the etching of Williams on the
memorial.
The ceremony brought out people who helped search for Williams and the
children, including state Department of Human Service police Officer Stephen
Sexton, a former township officer, who recalled carrying Williams’ body to an
ambulance after it was recovered from the river.
Woodbridge previously dedicated a park to Williams in the Sewaren section.
The Woodbridge PBA Local 38 paid for the memorial, and for a separate memorial
to Officer Joseph Lewis, who died on Sept. 18, 1932 in an accident while riding a
police motorcycle on Route 9 just north of Route 35.
Williams and Lewis are the only two township officers to have died in the line of
duty.
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Alvin P. Williams Memorial Park
http://www.middlesexcountynj.gov/about/parksrecreation/pages/pr/alvin-williams-park.aspx

Located at the Sewaren Peninsula in Woodbridge
Located on Cliff
Road in
Woodbridge
Township, this
36 acre park
was dedicated
on October 27,
2001. The park
is named in
memory of Alvin
P. Williams, a
Woodbridge
Township Police
Officer who
made the
ultimate
sacrifice while
attempting to
assist four
young children
in a Township
stream in 1979. Officer Williams and two of those children lost their lives that day,
while the other two children made it to safety.
In 1999, the Middlesex County Board of Chosen Freeholders entered into a
partnership with Woodbridge Township and the Middlesex County Improvement
Authority to remediate, restore and develop the Sewaren Peninsula into a multi-use
park facility. The blighted site on which this park was constructed had been spoiled
by the disposal of dredged material. Building the park enabled the County to not
only reclaim the waterfront but to provide much needed recreation facilities for
residents in the area. While you look over the Arthur Kill, take a nice stroll on the
paved path and learn about the historic and environmental significance of the site
through its interpretive signage.
Facilities:
• Playing Fields
• Small Amphitheater
• 1 Open Picnic Grove
• 1 Reservable Picnic Grove
• 1 Playground
• Overlook Pavilion and Gardens
• Bike/Walkways
• Nature Study Area
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