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10-25-1998 Terrebone LA – Sean Theriot – LEO – Pursuit - Manslaughter 

 
http://www.odmp.org/officer/15167-deputy-sheriff-sean-milton-theriot  
 

 

 

 Deputy Sheriff 

Sean Milton Theriot 
Terrebonne Parish Sheriff's Office, Louisiana 

 

End of Watch: Sunday, October 25, 1998 

  
Deputy Sheriff Sean Theriot was killed during a foot chase of a 19-year-old suspect 

wanted for various counts of assault and battery. 
 
He ran into a wooded area during the pursuit and contact was lost with him. The 

subject turned himself in approximately three hours later and stated that Deputy 
Theriot had fallen into a bayou during the foot pursuit. The subject then watched as 

Deputy Theriot struggled for his life and eventually drowned. His body was found in 
a bayou near Dulac, Louisiana. 
 

The suspect was convicted of first degree murder in connection with Deputy 
Theriot's death and was sentenced to life in prison. 

 
Deputy Theriot was a U.S. Marine Corps veteran and had served with the 
Terrebonne Parish Sheriff's Office for one year. He is survived by his wife and two 

children. 
 

Bio & Incident Details 

Age: 30 

Tour: 1 year 

Badge # Not available 

Military veteran 

Cause: Drowned 
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Drowning Case 
Man Convicted of deputy’s death 
https://www.newspapers.com/newspage/213257780/  
DECEMBER 11, 1999  
 

Drowning case Man convicted in deputy's death It 1 cil? 0 lit Jr., who had said from 
the beginning that he would seek the death penalty against Solet, said after the 

trial that he decided to only seek life in prison. "When going over the evidence in 
this case with the victim's family, we decided to respect the family's wishes, which 
is not to seek death," Waitz said.  

 
Defense attorney Tony Champagne rested his case without putting one witness on 

the stand in defense of his client. The prosecution's last witness, Tammie Theriot, 
cried on the stand and talked about her husband's physical fitness, his work in the 
U.S. Marine Corps, his love for his family and his proficiency as a swimmer. 

 
 Assistant prosecutor Mark Rhodes told jurors during his closing argument that 

Solet purposely led Theriot to the drainage ditch in which he drowned. Champagne 
called the prosecution's case "pure fantasy" based on circumstantial evidence, 
including the fact that Theriot's gun was missing. 

 
HOUMA (AP) A jury convicted a 20-year-old Grand Caillou man of first-degree 

murder in the 1998 drowning death of Terrebonne Parish Deputy Milton Theriot.  
 
The 12-member jury took an hour and 15 minutes to come back with the guilty 

verdict Thursday night in the case of Calvin Solet Jr. Solet yelled out, "I'll be 
damned," seconds after the court clerk read the verdict. Solet was being chased on 

foot by Theriot Oct. 24, 1998, as the deputy was trying to serve arrest warrants.  
 

During the chase, Theriot wound up following Solet into a drainage canal where 
Theriot drowned, according to the sheriffs and the coroner's reports.  
 

Tammie Theriot, the widow of the deputy, cried on one side of the courtroom while 
Solet's friends and relatives wept on the other side. Friday morning the penalty 

phase of the trial began, however it was expected to be only a formality.  
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Appeals court upholds Solet’s murder sentence 
http://www.houmatoday.com/news/20020222/appeals-court-upholds-solets-murder-sentence 

Feb 22, 2002  By DEE DEE THURSTONThe Courier 
 

For the second time in less than two years, the courts have said that Calvin Solet 
Jr. must spend the rest of his life in prison for his part in the drowning death of a 

Terrebonne Parish deputy. 
 
The 1st Circuit Court of Appeal, in a decision dated Feb. 15 and received at the 

parish courthouse Wednesday, upheld Solet’s 1999 first-degree murder conviction. 
Defense attorney Michele Fournet had argued that the evidence tying Solet to 

deputy Milton Theriot’s death was circumstantial and asked that the conviction be 
overturned. 
 

“The basis of the appeal is that the state did not prove his guilt beyond a 
reasonable doubt as required by the Constitution,” Fournet said. “And that they did 

exclude the very distinct possibility that Deputy Theriot drowned accidentally.” 
 
But the appeals court, like the Houma judge who heard the case before it, ruled 

that the evidence against Solet was strong enough to uphold the jury verdict. 
 

Assistant District Attorney Ellen Doskey said she and Fournet presented their oral 
arguments at the Baton Rouge courthouse about six weeks ago. 
 

“We’re very excited the Court of Appeals affirmed the decision of the jury because 
we feel the jury did the right thing when they found Solet guilty,” said Terrebonne 

Parish Assistant District Attorney Joe Waitz Jr. “Hopefully this will bring closure to 
Milton Theriot’s family and allow them to get on with their lives. 
” 

But neither Solet nor his family was pleased with the outcome, Fournet said, and 
they plan to appeal the decision. 

 
“I do still believe that there should be a reversal in this case,” Fournet said. “We are 

definitely going forward.” 
 
Fournet, a Baton Rouge-based lawyer retained by the family following the 1999 

trial, said a decision on whether the defense will ask for a rehearing with the 1st 
Circuit or bring the case to the state Supreme Court has not been made. 

 
The appeals court ruling is the second time that the court system has denied the 
defense’s request for an acquittal. 

 
The first was in September 2000 when state District Court Judge David Arceneaux 

of Houma said that the jury’s decision would stand. 
 
Terrebonne Sheriff Jerry Larpenter did not return a Courier phone call regarding the 

court’s decision. 
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Solet, now 22 and locked up in Angola State Prison, was 20 when he led a handful 
of sheriff’s deputies on an October 1998 foot chase through Dulac. The officers 

were trying to arrest him on outstanding warrants. 
 

Theriot, 30, a newly hired deputy and an ex-Marine, chased Solet to the edge of a 
canal. Solet swam across the muddy water, but Theriot, who jumped in after him, 
drowned. 

 
Solet later told police that he watched Theriot struggle in the water behind him for 

a minute before running away. 
 
Investigators were not able to find any evidence of a struggle or fight in the canal 

between Theriot and Solet and they never recovered Theriot’s gun. 
 

Solet denies that he had anything to do with the deputy’s death. 
 

Solet should be released from prison 
http://www.houmatoday.com/news/20020321/solet-should-be-released-from-prison 

Mar 21, 2002  
 
Calvin Solet Jr. should be freed of first degree murder but should be jailed for his 

outstanding warrants, and the time Solet spent in jail for something he didn’t do 
should go toward time served. 

 
The autopsy shows no kind of evidence linking Solet to the death of Deputy Milton 
Theriot. 

 
The autopsy shows no sign of struggle or fight between Theriot and Solet. 

 
Witnesses say that Solet never put his hands on Theriot, plus the deputy’s gun was 
never found. 

 
I think that when the cop went into the water, the gun went in the mud and sank in 

the muddy canal. 
 
Solet didn’t tell the deputy to jump in after him. 

 
What part of “no evidence” don’t the police office understand? 

 
The police office and especially the District Attorney’s Office are out for themselves 
and no one else. 

 
Where was Theriot’s partner and why wasn’t he trying to back up Theriot? 

 
Calvin Solet Jr. is not a murderer. 

 
Everybody is worried about putting closure to this case. But guess what: They are 
not going to do that by putting a man who’s not guilty behind bars. 
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The officials are fast to point fingers, but maybe sometimes they’re wrong. This 

time I say they’re wrong. 
 

The way I see it, the officials are saying to each other: Why not blame this guy for 
the murder of Theriot, because we already have him for is outstanding warrants; 
who would ever believe that he didn’t kill Deputy Theriot? 

 
They want closure. I’ll tell you what I want: I want Calvin Solet Jr. freed from first 

degree murder and then you will have closure, because the cops know that Solet 
didn’t have anything to do with the death of Deputy Theriot. 
 

 Man’s life sentence in deputy’s drowning reduced to 40 

years 
http://www.houmatoday.com/news/20061114/mans-life-sentence-in-deputys-drowning-

reduced-to-40-years 

Nov 14, 2006   By ROBERT MORRIS  
 

  
Calvin Solet is escorted by Capt. Malcolm Wolfe, Lt. Mike Burnet and deputy 

Johnny Howard after a hearing at the Terrebonne Parish Courthouse Monday. 

Solet pleaded guilty to manslaughter in the 1998 drowning death of Terrebonne 

Sheriff’s deputy Milton Theriot. –SABREEHILL/THE COURRIER 
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The Courier HOUMA -- A turn in the ever-revolving wheel of the justice system 
brought a sense of justice to one family and renewed pain for another Monday, as a 

man’s life sentence was replaced by a 40-year prison term. 
 

Calvin James Solet, 27, has spent the last eight years jailed in the 1998 drowning 
death of a Terrebonne Sheriff’s deputy, for which he was convicted of first-degree 
murder. On Monday, as both his family and the deputy’s wept, he pleaded guilty to 

a manslaughter charge that carried 40 years in prison. 
 

The possibility that Solet was about to receive a new trial based on an alleged error 
in the original proceedings led to Monday’s plea deal, attorneys said. 
 

In an attempt to evade arrest on battery warrants on Oct. 25, 1998, Solet was 
running from Terrebonne Sheriff’s Deputy Milton Theriot behind a church in Dulac 

when he jumped into a drainage canal and swam across. The deputy pursued him, 
but -- for unknown reasons that have long been at the center of the debate over 
the Solet case -- never made it out of the water, becoming the first local officer to 

die in the line of duty since 1968. 
 

The possibility that Solet was about to receive a new trial based on an alleged error 
in the original proceedings led to Monday’s plea deal, attorneys said. 

 
In an attempt to evade arrest on battery warrants on Oct. 25, 1998, Solet was 
running from Terrebonne Sheriff’s Deputy Milton Theriot behind a church in Dulac 

when he jumped into a drainage canal and swam across. The deputy pursued him, 
but -- for unknown reasons that have long been at the center of the debate over 

the Solet case -- never made it out of the water, becoming the first local officer to 
die in the line of duty since 1968. 
 

Arguing that a struggle between the two led to Theriot’s drowning, prosecutors 
convinced a Terrebonne jury to convict Solet of first-degree murder in December 

1999. They originally intended to ask the jury to put Solet to death, but Theriot’s 
widow persuaded prosecutors to settle for a life sentence. 
 

Over the seven years since his conviction, Solet’s appeal requests were repeatedly 
denied by higher courts. When the case returned to District Judge David Arceneaux 

for a final hearing in September of this year, however, the judge expressed 
concerns over a statement allegedly made by the original prosecutor during his 
opening statement that Solet was running from police because he had beaten 

somebody up. State law prohibits mention of any previous crimes during trial, 
except in very specific circumstances, and Arceneaux said Solet’s trial should have 

been started over at the point when that comment was made. 
 
At the end of the September hearing, Arceneaux instructed attorneys on both sides 

to write legal arguments about that alleged error. Instead, they returned to court 
Monday so Solet could plead guilty to the lesser charge of manslaughter. Solet was 

led into the courtroom crowded with about a dozen members of his family and 
numerous people making appearances for unrelated misdemeanor charges. 
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After the clerk read the new manslaughter charge, the judge told Solet he wanted 

to explain the difference to him. Under state law, one definition of manslaughter is 
causing a death while resisting arrest but without specifically intending harm or 

doing anything inherently dangerous to others, Arceneaux explained. 
 
In choosing the original murder charge, Arceneaux said, the jury apparently 

believed that Solet did something that intentionally led to Theriot’s death, either in 
the water or on the bank of the drainage levee. Under the new manslaughter 

charge, Solet is alleged to have done nothing on purpose that would have led to 
Theriot’s death, other than run from him. 
 

“Your conviction is now based on the fact that Deputy Theriot drowned as a result 
of an accident on the other side of the drainage levee,” Arceneaux said. “Is that 

your understanding?” 
 
“Yes,” Solet replied in a calm voice. 

 
“Is that true?” Arceneaux asked. 

 
“Yes,” Solet replied again. 

 
As family members wept, Arceneaux told Solet he was sentencing him to the 
maximum penalty for manslaughter, 40 years. 

 
Before the proceeding was finished, Tammie Theriot, the deputy’s widow, stepped 

from the courtroom audience to the prosecutor’s table. In a clear voice that only 
occasionally trembled, she described the impact of her husband’s death and the 
ever-lingering court battles on her family. 

 
“I don’t really understand the judicial system, so I don’t know what’s fair and 

what’s not fair,” Tammie Theriot said. “But I know this is not fair to me. ... All I see 
and hear today is the rights of Mr. Solet. Where are my rights?” 
 

The deputy was not just her husband or her children’s father, Tammie Theriot said -
- he was her best friend and her soul mate, and every time the case comes back to 

court, she feels the pain of his death anew. 
 
The officer’s widow, who pleaded with jurors not to sentence Solet to death at his 

original trial, said she meant no disrespect to his family now. She has no way of 
knowing, she said, what it feels like to have a son taken to prison for the rest of his 

life. 
 
Likewise, however, there is no way Solet or anyone else can understand the pain of 

telling her two sons, who were 2 and 8 when Theriot died, that their father was 
never coming home, the woman said. On an airplane trip to Florida, Tammie 

Theriot said, her younger son, 3 at the time, once asked, “Do you think we’re close 
enough to God now that he’ll give my daddy back?” 
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As the grieving woman spoke, the courtroom audience was silent, except for the 
weeping of Solet’s mother. No matter what the prison term is, Tammie Theriot said, 

Solet’s family will still see him grow old. 
 

“My children don’t have that,” Theriot said. “The only thing we have as a family is 
the lifetime he sentenced us to.” 
 

Expressing both his sympathy and that of the community at large, the judge 
commended the widow for her courage in returning to the courtroom and speaking 

again. Tammie Theriot sat back in the audience, and Arceneaux read Solet’s 40-
year sentence. 
 

 As the convicted man rose to return to jail, his mother, Kathleen Farrell, raised her 
hand from the audience. “May I please hug my son as he’s leaving?” Farrell asked 

the judge, noting that she had traveled from San Antonio to Monday’s court 
proceeding. 
 

The judge granted her request, and Solet, still 
handcuffed, leaned over the courtroom railing. 

His mother embraced him, said a few words 
muffled by sobs, then kissed his head. The 

jailers escorted Solet out. 
 
According to the sentence, Solet will be given 

credit for the eight years he has already served 
at the state penitentiary in Angola since he 

turned himself in on the day of Theriot’s 
drowning. Because manslaughter is a crime of 
violence, he must serve 85 percent, or 34 

years, of his sentence before he is eligible for 
early release for good behavior. 

 
The earliest Solet will be considered for release, then, is 2032, when he is 53 years 
old. 

 
After Solet’s sentencing, the Terrebonne District Attorney’s Office issued a 

statement that says the decision to grant the guilty plea had been discussed 
extensively with the deputy’s widow and with Terrebonne Sheriff Jerry J. Larpenter, 
and that the manslaughter charge was more appropriate than returning for another 

trial. 
 

“The District Attorney’s Office felt that there was a good chance that the appellate 
courts would grant a new trial to Mr. Solet,” the statement reads. “Today’s guilty 
plea and sentence avoids that chance of a retrial and ends this matter. Mr. Solet 

has waived his rights to any further appeals.” 
 

 
Defense attorney Julie Kilborn 

(left), of New Orleans, comforts 

Kathleen Farrell, of San 

Antonio, Calvin Solet’s mother, 

outside the courthouse. 
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The judge, who did not preside over the original case or any of the appeals until the 
September post-conviction relief motion, called the plea agreement “a fair 

resolution” to the Solet case. 
 

Solet’s attorney, Gary Proctor of Baltimore, expressed his gratitude to the District 
Attorney’s Office for “doing the right thing.” There was never any evidence that 
Solet had done anything to harm Theriot during the trial, Proctor said, and the first 

suggestions of it came in the prosecutor’s closing arguments. 
 

“It was always a manslaughter case. It was over-charged and over-prosecuted to 
start with, but now I think justice was done,” Proctor said. “Calvin knows he’s guilty 
of manslaughter, so to a certain extent, I think he’s reconciled with it.” 

 
Because Theriot’s death was such a blow to the law-enforcement community,  

Proctor said he believes the prosecution got carried away at the time by charging 
him with first-degree murder. 
 

“They wanted to send a message that, ëIf one of us dies, you’re going to go to jail 
forever,′ ” Proctor said. “Somewhere along the line, someone lost sight of the fact 

that Calvin didn’t deliberately cause it.” Though he had only spent nine months as a 
sheriff’s deputy, Theriot, a 30-year-old former Marine, quickly made his mark on 

the department, where he was described as a model officer. 
 
“To me, he was nothing but spit and polish, well-liked, well-behaved, well-

mannered,” the sheriff told The Courier on the day of Theriot’s drowning. “To me, 
you couldn’t ask for a better police officer.” 

 
Though the sheriff was out of town Monday and could not be reached for comment, 
Theriot’s death has always been a dark moment in the history of local law 

enforcement. Some officers still carry mementos to him in their police cars; a 
memorial to him stands in the front lobby of the sheriff’s office. 

 
After the hearing, the deputy’s widow said she felt like she had no choice but to go 
along with the plea deal. She said she was somewhat speechless that she and her 

two sons will still be serving a life sentence when Solet is released from prison. 
 

“They’ve gotten what they wanted, but we’re the ones who have to pay the price,” 
Mrs. Theriot said. 
 

 
 

 MILTON THERIOT - Obituary 
http://files.usgwarchives.net/la/terrebonne/obits/1998/9810.txt  

 
    Milton Sean Theriot, 30, a native of Terrebonne Parish and resident of 
Houma, died at 5:10 p.m. Sunday, Oct.  25, 1998. 

 
    Visitation will be from 8 a.m. to funeral time Saturday at St. Lucy 

http://www.psdiver.com/
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Catholic Church.  Mass will be at 11 a.m. Saturday at the church, with burial 
in St. Francis de Sales Cemetery No.  2. 

 
    He is survived by his wife, Tammie Matthews Theriot; his parents, MiltonJ. 

Theriot and Gloria Theriot Harris; two sons, Terrell Akeem and Sean Michael 
Theriot; three brothers, Steven and Shane Theriot and James Vanardo all of 
Houma; and one sister, Lisa Theriot of Houma. 

 
    He was a U.S. Marine Corps veteran and was a deputy sheriff for 

Terrebonne Parish. 
 
 

The Louisiana Law Enforcement 

 Medal of Honor Program 
 

Legislation was enacted in 1997 establishing the Louisiana Law Enforcement Medal 
of Honor Program to honor Louisiana law enforcement officers killed in the line of 

duty. The Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement is proud to have been 
selected to administer this program. The LCLE annually honors the officers' 
supreme sacrifice on the part of a grateful state, and in the hope that their 

memories will live on forever in our hearts. 
 

Since its inception, eighty-five (85) Louisiana law enforcement officers have been 
awarded the Medal of Honor after losing their lives in the line of duty. The 2007 

ceremony held in New Orleans, Louisiana honored ten additional Louisiana law 
enforcement officers who were killed in the line of duty in 2005 and 2006. It should 
be noted that the 2005 ceremony was cancelled due to hurricanes Katrina and Rita 

hitting the state in August and September 2005 respectively. 
 

The LCLE monitors the law enforcement community throughout the calendar year, 
and coordinates the nomination of officers killed in the line of duty. Each officer's 
family is invited to attend the ceremony at the expense of the LCLE, and is 

presented the Medal of Honor,  commemorative plaques, a state flag, a framed 
photo of the deceased officer, and a personalized candle that is used during the 

ceremony. The mandate given the LCLE for the administration of the Medal of 
Honor program is unfunded, and the LCLE must solicit contributions from  
corporations and individuals in order for the program to be a success.  

 
1999 Medal of Honor Recipients 

  Deputy Milton Sean Theriot, Terrebonne Parish Sheriff's Office 
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NO STRUGGLE - NO EVIDENCE - NO CASE 
http://calvinsolet.tripod.com/  

 
 

Calvin Solet was found guilty for the 
 murder of officer Milton Theriot.  

 
The members of the Committe for Justice have joined 

together to protest against the conviction of Calvin 

Solet, because we believe that Calvin Solet did not 
intentionally cause the death of officer Milton Theriot.  

http://calvinsolet.tripod.com/   
 

Declaration 
We know that Calvin Solet wrongly tried to escape 

from being arrested,but the officer's death was an 
accidental drowning. We also believe that he did not 

have a fair trial beacuse we did not have adequate 
funds to hire a proffesional criminal law attorney to 
represent him and important evidence was excluded 

from his case and both the District Attorney and the 
Public Defender did not examine all the evidence which could have avoided a 

conviction of first degree murder.  
 
We are not just protesting for Calvin Solet,we are protesting for all individuals in 

Terrebonne Parish in the state of Louisiana who are wrongly accused and treated 
unfairly.  

 
A criminal defense can be extremely expensive and can bankrupt anyone. If a 
person is not properly defended,he can be found guilty and spend years in prison 

for a crime he or she did not commit. 
 

 

Calvin Solet 
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