Tullytown Fire Company

Ice Rescue SOP
Subject: Ice Rescue 

Objective: To accomplish a safe and effective Ice Rescue operation. 

Application: All Rescue Personnel 

Hypothermia is an extremely dangerous, life threatening condition. All personnel involved in any Ice rescue should be monitored for signs of Hypothermia. This would include Firefighters, Police, EMS and the immediate bystanders. 

1. At the earliest sign of a confirmed Ice Rescue situation have a Dive Rescue Team started to the scene. 

2. Use the ICS whenever you have a confirmed rescue. 

3. No personnel shall enter the water in Bunker Gear. 

4. All Rescue personnel that are going to attempt a rescue shall be in a minimum 7 Mil ice rescue suit. They will always be on a safety line. There will always be a back-up rescuer suited up before a rescuer enters the ice. 

5. If Tullytown Fire Co. responds on an ice rescue call they will take the Zodiac boat and remove the engine. 

6. Try to keep the side of the shoreline, as clear as possible, this area getting crowded will only hinder all rescue attempts. 

7. If a rescue is made before EMS is on scene, try to start warming the body and start the ABC method of revival. 

8. Whenever a diver enters the water they will use there own tenders, all other personnel must stay away from their operation until a recovery is made. 

9. If an extended search is going to happen ask Dispatch for a Tac channel on the radio and operate off of that. 

10. If you plan on using the Zodiac for the rescue make sure cold air is placed in the baffles and you remove the engine before it enters the water or ice. 

11. All ropes and gear used must be fully inspected before being put back in service. 

12. Have Fire Police rope off the scene as soon as possible to keep the area free from spectators. 

Robert C. Jones, Chief
Tullytown Vol. Fire Company 

