Surface Ice Rescue

As a firefighter would you ever enter into a burning building without protective clothing,without SCBA,without a plan, without backup?

As a Police Officer would you ever respond to a robbery call without a plan ,without a gun,without body armour,without training,or without backup?

As a scuba diver would you ever enter the water,without your scuba equipment,without training and certification,without a plan,without your buddy?

Yet every year ice rescues are attempted without the proper equipment,without proper training,without a plan,without certification,and without backup!

And if a dog or person has already fallen through the ice,how do you wearing turnout gear,duty gear,or street clothes,expect to get out,when you fall through?



Minimum Ice Rescue equipment 



1. Two exposure suits,neoprene 

2. Two water rescue harnesses 

3. Two secured to hardpoint(ice screw or object via straps) teather lines 3/4" 

4. Two ice Poles 

5. Ice awls tethered together 

6. Bouyancy slings 

7. Two rescuers and two tenders trained in ice rescue 

8. Trained Incident Commander



Ice Rescue Procedures



Notify the Dive Team
Secure the tether line to ice screw with strap Make sure tenders are outfitted with PFD's,gloves,and cold weather clothing. Tether the rescuer(s)locking carabiner to back of harness,arms lenth of rope and second portion of rope non-locking carabiner to front of harness. Rescuer places ice sling over dominant arm and over the head. Victim approached from angle,shortest route saved for egress. Bang pole onto ice as rescuer proceeds,in low duck-walk stance. After 10 meters out send in second rescuer from another angle. Establish communication with victim,lay down spead eagle on ice and if able have victim grab pole.If unable attempt to lock victim's hand with loop on pole. If unable to acomplish task, grasp victim with dominant arm and place sling over vicim,and secure sling around victim,establishing bouyancy. Disconnect front carabiner and attach to sling,have victim pulled out of hole,and roll from same onto better ice. 

Ice board rescue has not been covered.

No Ice Rescue should be attempted without proper training, this page is only to enlighten you to the complexities of ice rescues 

