
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 



  

 

PSDiver Monthly Issue 104 
 

 
                                                                  

 

2 

Greetings – 
 

Not too long ago I had a moment of inspiration concerning 
my skills and style of teaching. I decided to go back and 

reread course evaluations from years past and compare 
them to some of my new ones. Had I made improvements in 
the way I teach based on student comments? Was I being as 

efficient as I could without sacrificing information of skills 
reviews? Was I presenting material in a way my students 
needed or would find relevant? 

 
Now to be honest, in my early days of teaching my ego was 
much bigger and my feelings a lot more tender. I did not 

handle negative commentary well. I always had an excuse 
for my instruction, a way to explain my actions to make it 
seem it was not my fault or at least the students shared the 

blame for whatever short comings they exposed. 
 
Older, more mature and much less intense, I still do not like 

negative commentary. But I also find I do not like generic or 
blanket positive comments either. “Great”, Awesome”, 
“Good Class”… how do I build on that? Admittedly I like 

those comments more than “should spend more time on 
basics”, “spent too much time on basics”, etc. But if as a 
professional instructor I want to continue to improve, I must 

be willing to be objective when I read students’ comments, 
negative or positive. 
 

I require a written student survey from each of my students. 
The survey consists of scaled opinion and allows for written 
comments. I never ask for or require names. These types of 

evaluations are helpful but not truly representative of the 
opinions of the class. Be truthful, you have filled these out 

and when you were in a hurry just circled the numbers as 
quickly as you could to get it done so you could leave. 
Usually not as much student thought or time goes into 

scaled surveys to produce results that help us improve as 
instructors.   

 
With that in mind, for the last few years I have scheduled a 
block of time at the end of the final day just for discussion. I 

ask one very simple question of each of my students. “In 
order for me to improve this course, I need honest feedback. 
What can I do to make this class better?” Negative 

comments are discussed at that time and regardless if I 
agree I always take students’ suggestions into consideration 
for the next class. 

 
Over time the number of negative comments has declined. I 
have gone back and reread old student surveys and 

comments. Today I think I have managed to improve my 
teaching skills, style and programs enough to believe I have 
addressed what I can. Some negative comments are more 

geared to the individual than the instructor or course. For 
example, if you are severely out of shape, you are not going 
to like all of the water work we may do. That I cannot help. 

 
I have tried to do the same thing with PSDiver Monthly. I 

have asked for opinions and comments from both our 
sponsors and subscribers. I give you direct access to myself 
and usually include emails in the Letters to the Editor 

section when appropriate.  
 
If you are an instructor, what are you doing to make 

yourself better? If you are a student, will you take time to 
help your instructor improve by being honest and open when 
asked?  We ALL have room for improvement – are you brave 

enough to do it? 
 

Be Safe! 
Mark Phillips 

Editor / Publisher 
PSDiver Monthly 

If you would like 

to discuss this 
topic or any other, 
join our discussion 

group:  
CLICK HERE TO JOIN 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PSDivers-PublicSafetyDiversForum
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Special to PSDiver 
 

Scanning Sonar: Before the Search 
Begins 

 

Part 3 of PSDiver Monthly Mini Sonar Series  

by Mark Atherton 
 

Dispatch sends out a missing person report saying a 
drowned victim is in a local lake.  Divers are on standby 
until the sonar team locates a target.  The sonar team 

loads up the gear and heads out. 
 

Whoa!  What’s 
potentially wrong with 
this picture? 

If you are the sonar 
operator and you didn’t 

pack the equipment, 
how do you know all the 
bits and pieces of the 

system are there and 
ready to go? There 

appear to be the 
number of sonar 
shipping cases, but 

what’s in them?   
One of the first training 

exercises after receiving 
the sonar system is to 
pull out all the 

components and create 
a complete checklist.  

Take photographs of the 

contents of each shipping case (with your cell phone if 
you have to), print the images, and tape the appropriate 

picture to the inside of each case lid along with the 
individual shipping case checklist.   

 
It is that simple!  All it takes is a quick look to see if the 
contents match the picture, and you’re set to go. 

An added advantage is everyone sees how the gear was 
originally packed. It should all get back into the same 

container at the end of the operation. 
 
A Few Extras 

Besides the basic sonar system, your team needs a few 
extra bits and pieces to support sonar operations. These 

 
Cable Marking Method 
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include: 

 External monitor (preferably with a daylight viewable 

screen) 

 Computer screen sunshade 

 Handheld compass (to help align the above water 
topography to the sonar image) 

 Electrical tape/duct tape  

 Extension cord and power bar 

 Small diameter rope  

 2-3 surface floats with short lanyards attached  

 Multimeter 

 AC 

generator  

 Seawater 

ground 
(when using 
a portable 

generator) 

 Weighted target 

markers with 
surface floats and 

rope (3 – 4 are 
suggested when 
working with a dive 

crew, and more if 
working ahead of 

the dive team) 

 GPS and cabling to 
connect it to the 

sonar computer 

 

In addition, don’t forget the paperwork. The Sonar 
Operator’s Manual is of no use if it’s left behind in an 

office.  Most sonar manufacturers provide a “Quick Start 
Guide,” so make sure one is included with the system.  

Have this guide available in both hard and soft copy.  
When using scanning sonar, bring along a pad of graph 
paper, pencils and a drawing compass.  Pack the 

paperwork in clear, resealable plastic bags.    
 

Take the time to tape chainage markers to the sonar 
cable (see illustration).  If your team has its own cable 
marking system, use what is familiar.  

How to make a “Seawater Ground”
C

o
p

p
e

r 
w

a
te

r 
p

ip
e

 

 SkotchKote or equivalent

 Self vulcanizing tape (T&B Self-Fusing 

Insulation Tape or equivalent)

 Electrical tape

 Solder

 Solder flux

 Insulated cable (AWG 10 or heavier) 

2m length

 ½” diameter copper water pipe 

(approximately 2'/0.6m length)

 ½” diameter copper end plug

 Ground lug

Ground lug

Insulated cable

Copper end 

plug

 Strip approximately 1"/2.54cm from 

each end of the insulated cable.

 Tin each end with solder (flux may 

be required)

 Solder one end to the ground lug

 Solder the other to the top end of 

the copper water pipe

 Solder the copper end plug to the 

bottom end of the water pipe.

 Crimp the top of the water pipe to 

the cable

 Coat approximately 3" (7.5cm of 

the top end pipe and the same of 

the cable above the crimp with 

Scotchkote

 Wrap the total Skotchkote area 

with self vulcanizing tape to form a 

waterproof splice.

 Apply two more layers of 

Scotchkote

 Let dry and cover the spice area 

with electrical tape.

Supplies Needed

Directions
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So why bring along the extra monitor, seawater ground, 

generator and hardcopies of the manual and Quick Start 
Guide? 
 

Irrespective of the operator’s experience, it is better to 
have at least two people reviewing the “live” images.  

That second monitor also lets the sonar operator view the 
computer screen without other heads getting in the way.  
Invest in a monitor with a resolution of 1280 X 1024 or 

higher.  
 

Even though most SAR 
sonar systems operate 

on both AC and DC 
supplies, the computer 

has a limited battery 
life.  Having a 
dedicated generator 

(1000 watts is more 
than ample) solves the 

problem of finding a 
stable AC power 
source.  Don’t plug the 

computer into the AC 
supply of an old 

welding generator! 
 
Typically, portable 

generators are not 
grounded as they sit on 

rubber pads to reduce 
vibration.  To ground 

the generator, you 
need a wire that 
attaches to the ground 

lug on the generator. Placing the “seawater ground” wire 
in the water completes the earth connection.  Remember 

to position the ground lead in the water before starting 
the generator, and recover it after shutting down the 
generator.  If there is any voltage potential between the 

generator and ground, this prevents someone from being 
‘zapped’ due to generator neutral to earth voltage 

potential. 
 
It is fine to load soft copies of the manual and Quick Start 

Guide onto the PC.  However, when they are needed most 

 
Portable AC Power Supply Checklist 
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to solve a problem, the computer is being used to run the 
sonar.  It is much easier to pull out a hardcopy manual 

and have someone read the directions to the operator 
instead of switching from the sonar program back and 

forth to the softcopy version. 
 

On-site System Preparations 

 
Refer to the sonar manufacturer’s Quick Start Guide to 

connect the various components on the support vessel 
and complete a system’s test.  Record some of the data 
and play it back to check it contains the integrated sensor 

data.  
 

Part of the setup procedure is 
to secure and tie down the 
kit - even on a perfectly calm 

day.  Always tie the umbilical 
to a secure point as close as 

possible to the sonar 
computer and power supply.   

 
When using a portable 
generator, tie it down!  A 

trick is to secure the 
extension cord or power bar 

cable to the AC generator 
outlet with duct tape so it 
won’t inadvertently wiggle 

out due to vibration.  
Another trick is when 

connecting an extension cord 
to a power bar plug, tie a 
figure-eight knot so the knot 

takes the strain before the 

connection pulls apart.  Long on extension cable and 
short on vessel?  Coil the extension cable in an 

over/under pattern or in a figure eight to avoid turning it 
into a transformer.   

 
Most scanning sonar system purchases include umbilical 
lengths between 200 and 300’ (61 and 91 metres).  Extra 

and unneeded cable on-deck is dangerous.  Check the 
charts for maximum water depth in the search area and 

add 50% to that length to have available on deck.  Use 
some of the spare rope to secure the rest of the cable to 
a hard point on the vessel.  

 
Since most scanning sonars are tripod-deployed in SAR 

operations (when they are 
not ROV mounted), take the 
time to secure any tripod 

connection pins with 
electrical tape; check the 

strain relief at the connector 
end of the cable.   

 
These can slip on a new 
umbilical because the cable 

jacket is slippery.  As shown 
in the image, wrapping the 

cable and grip end with a few 
turns of electrical tape lets 
the grip bite into the jacket 

and function as designed.  
Seize any shackles used to 

connect the strain relief to 
the tripod. 
 

Although somewhat system-
 

How Not to Coil a Sonar Umbilical 
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dependant, plug in the GPS and other external sensors 
before starting the sonar program.  Turn on the sonar and 

complete a system operation’s check before leaving 
dockside.  For heads with exposed transducers, observe it 

turning, set the sonar range to 225’ (75m) - or higher, 
and increase the gain to 75%.   Lightly rub the 
transducer.  Radial lines on the sonar screen indicate the 

receiver is working.  When using a domed scanning sonar 
head, the rubbing needs to be a bit more aggressive; with 

your hand on the sonar dome, you should feel the 
transducer stepping inside. 
 

So, you’re ready to head offshore and begin scanning, 
right? 
 

Almost! 

 
For search operations, define the minimum target size 

that must be resolved and at what range this is possible.  
Forget how to do that?  Reread the second PS Diver 
Monthly March 2013 sonar article.  The ‘magic sonar 

number’ is 1.74 and here is how it applies.  A sonar with 
a one-degree beamwidth ensonifies (acoustically 

illuminates) 1.74’ at 100’ range (or 1.74 metres at 100 
metres range).   
 

The great thing about geometry is it’s geometric!  A 2° 
beam is double the width at the same range as a 1° 

beam; 3° is three times… you get the picture.  Knowing 
the beam widths of the sonar transducer (in both the 

horizontal and vertical planes) and the 1.74 number lets 
the operator quickly estimate the area of acoustic 
coverage at any given range.   

 

  
Check the Cable Grip 

Let’s say the support vessel has an echo sounder with a 
conical 10° transducer beamwidth. At 100’ range, the 
sounder acoustically illuminates a 17.4’ circular pattern 

on bottom (1.74 X 100), or half that at 50’. This 1.74 
number works with feet or metres; at 100 metres the 

area ensonified is 17.4m.  Just don’t mix the 
measurement units together. 
 

Rule of thumb: the beam coverage should be smaller than 
the target – preferably by half. If the sonar can get at 

least two discrete pings on the target, it begins to define 
shape; the more pings on target, the better. 
 

Assuming the sonar has a 1° or narrower beamwidth and 
the objective is to locate the body of an adult male, the 

range selection should be limited to 75’ (25m would be 
the closest metric range scale).  This is not saying body 
detection cannot be at a farther distance, but this range 

on a benign bottom assures there are at least two distinct 
pings on the narrowest alignment of the target (the 

victim’s shoulders).  
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When trying to locate a small target, such as a weapon - 
the suggested overlap is ¾ of the selected scale range; a 

body-sized target can tolerate sonar drop spacing equal 
to the selected range.  Since the range is a radial distance 
and the scanning sonar scans 360°, the overlapping 

coverage is respectively 125% and 100%.   
 

“When in doubt, draw it out!”  If it makes geometric 
sense, it will make acoustic sense.  This is where that pad 
of graph paper and a drawing compass comes in handy.  

Draw out the sonar 
coverage to scale and see 

if the spacing between 
drops makes geometric 

sense. 
 
One of the final tasks to 

complete before leaving 
dockside is to define the 

recording file 
nomenclature at each 
drop location and, the 

search pattern needed to 
locate the target of 

interest.  When there is 
more than one sonar 
operator, ensure 

everyone uses the same 
method for the recording 

identifiers. 
 

Geographically 
Locating the Target 
 

To geo-reference a sonar target, the sonar head’s 
geographic position and its heading must be known.  Most 

scanning sonar manufacturers provide an optional 
magnetic compass that is internally mounted in the sonar 
head.  If this option is available, enter the declination 

between magnetic north and true north into the sonar 
software.  The program now calculates the target azimuth 

as a true-north bearing relative to the sonar head. 
 
The availability of mapping a program integrated with the 

sonar software is also manufacturer-dependant. Most of  

 
 

Tripod Deployment Method 
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the mapping programs have 
the capability to lock the 

sonar head coordinates when 
the head is tripod-deployed 

to bottom. With the head 
position fixed and its 
compass determining true 

north, the operator can then 
move the computer mouse 

onto any target and the 
program calculates its 
absolute geographic position. 

 
Use the following 10-step 

procedure to position the 
vessel and place the sonar on 
station. 

1. Check the direction of 
wind and current in the 

survey area. 

2. Approach the drop 

location slowly with the 
vessel facing into the wind or current (whichever is 
dominant). 

3. Hold station (on location) and direct deck personnel 
to deploy the tripod, lower it, tag bottom and lift it 

slightly. 

4. Instruct deck personnel to stand by to set the tripod. 

5. Tell the deck personnel to set the tripod once the 

vessel is on station and have them immediately 
advise when it is placed on bottom 

6. Record the coordinates. 

 
Rigging the Scanning Sonar Cable and Mounting the GPS 

 

Author’s note:   

 
If the marker surface floats are not visually distinctive 

from one another, wrap each of them with different 
bands of coloured tape.  This is better than using a 
waterproof magic marker and writing a number on the 

float. The distinctive tape codes on the floats are 
identifiable from a much greater distance. 

 
When using the sonar to mark potential targets ahead 
of the dive team, keep a logbook handy and write the 

surface float colour code and coordinates down before 
leaving location. 
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7. Continue to hold station and have deck personnel 
secure the floats to the cable.  

8. Let the vessel drift downwind (or current) until the 
boat operator can see the first surface float, and have 

the sonar umbilical tender pay out enough cable to 
avoid tipping over the tripod. 

9. Hold station with the vessel. 

10. Initiate data recording.  Take at least three scans at 
the optimum range to detect the target, and at least 

one at a longer range.  Shorter ranges are needed, 
on complex bottoms so be prepared to alter the 
search pattern “on the fly.” 

 
With no target of interest identified, move the vessel 

slowly over the drop location and recover the cable.  Pick 
up the tripod, move to the next drop position and repeat 
the process.  If something interesting is spotted at one of 

the longer-range scans, determine its range and bearing 
from the sonar, recover the tripod and move the boat 

closer to that target. 
 

Depending on bottom conditions, tripod recovery to 
surface at each drop may not be required.  If it remains in 
the water, ensure that as the vessel moves, the tripod or 

sonar umbilical are not pulled into the propeller. 
And don’t forget to record the data and have target 

markers ready to deploy.  If something of interest is 
spotted, toss one over the side and log its GPS position.   
 

Article Summary 
 Create a checklist of all the gear needed to run and 

support sonar ops (this includes the sonar system and 

suggested supplemental equipment). 

 Include a photograph 

of the equipment 

contained in each 

shipping container 

and secure it to the 

inside of the case lid. 

 Tape the sonar 

cables with line 

marker identifiers 

before heading 

offshore so the 

amount of cable 

deployed (or on 

deck) is 

recognizable. 

 Ground the portable 

AC power supply in accordance to any applicable 

electrical code or regulation.  Include a ‘seawater 

ground’ in your kit; secure all electrical cables to 

prevent them from being inadvertently disconnected. 

 Tie down the equipment and secure cable grips and all 

sonar shackles before leaving dockside. 

 Determine the minimum size target that needs to be 

resolved and calculate the optimum sonar range to 

locate that target. 

 Plan the search pattern and establish the data 

recording nomenclature for the program.  

http://www.kongsberg-mesotech.com
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 Complete a sonar system and recording test before 

leaving dockside.  Record the sonar data at each drop 

location while taking at least two complete scans for 

each selected range. 

  Playback the recorded data file and check it contains 

all the integrated sensor data. 

 Have surface drop markers with sufficiently weighted 

anchors and line to deploy in the search area when a 

potential sonar target is identified. 

 Carry a logbook and write down all pertinent drop 

location information. 

You’re now ready to head offshore and begin the 
search. 

 
 

Mark W. Atherton is the Special Projects Manager at 

Kongsberg Mesotech Ltd. He is also the author of 
Echoes and Images, The Encyclopedia of Side-Scan 

and Scanning Sonar Operations.   
www.echoesandimages.com 

 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

NEWS 
 

Boy Sucked Into Drainpipe In Florida 
Survives 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/08/02/boy-sucked-into-drainpipe-florida-
survives_n_3694737.html    

08/02/13  

 
FORT MYERS, Fla. 

— A young boy is 
recovering in a 
southwest Florida 

hospital after he 
was sucked into a 

drainpipe while 
playing with other 
children and carried 

several hundred 
yards. 
 
The Fort Myers News-Press () reports the child ended up 
in the Caloosahatchee River. He was able to climb to 

safety before the adults who were running toward the 
river heard him yelling Thursday afternoon.  
 
Fort Myers Battalion Chief Chris Bevan says the boy was 
swept about 300 yards through the drainpipe. He had 

been playing with friends, who ran to tell adults what 
happened. 
 
Bevan says the boy was extremely lucky he wasn't 
knocked unconscious because he could have drowned. 

 

Mark Atherton’s 

Echoes and Images, The 
Encyclopedia of Side-Scan and 
Scanning Sonar Operations is 

the how-to guide for side-scan and 
scanning sonar operations. 

 
For more information or to purchase your 

own copy, go to                                  

http://echoesandimages.com/ 

http://www.echoesandimages.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/08/02/boy-sucked-into-drainpipe-florida-survives_n_3694737.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/08/02/boy-sucked-into-drainpipe-florida-survives_n_3694737.html
http://echoesandimages.com/
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Police And Fire Personnel Team To 
Rescue Drowning Victim 
http://www.everythinglongbeach.com/police-and-fire-personnel-team-to-rescue-drowning-
victim/ 

2013-08-12 
 

On August 11, 2013, at approximately 12:03 PM, 
the Long Beach Fire Department Dispatch Center received 

a 911-telephone call regarding a male subject who 
jumped off the Belmont Pierinto the ocean. The caller 
believed this was a suicide attempt and said the man was 

wearing a backpack. 
 

Long Beach Fire 

Department Lifeguards, Fire Engines 
and Paramedics quickly responded to 
the scene. The Lifeguards deployed a 

marker buoy at the location where the 
subject was last seen. Lifeguard 

personnel initiated sub-surface rescue 
dives for the man until members of the 
Public Safety Dive Team were able to 

respond with scuba gear for a deeper 
and more prolonged search under 

water. A Long Beach Police Boat also 
responded to the scene and two police 

divers entered the water where the 
marker buoy was deployed. 
 

At approximately 12:12 PM, the police 

divers pulled the man from the water. His backpack was 
filled with sand. The man was placed aboard a waiting 

Lifeguard rescue boat and immediate life safety measures 
were rendered as he was transported to the dock where 
Fire Department Paramedics were waiting and 

transported the man to a local hospital. The man is 

currently on life support. If not for the capabilities, 
equipment and training of the Public Safety Dive Team, it 

is likely this man would have not been located as quickly. 
 

The Public Safety Dive Team is a partnership involving the 

Long Beach Fire Department, Lifeguards and Police 
Department personnel. The Public Safety Dive Team was 
formed in 2009, combing each discipline’s team into one 

overarching Public Safety Dive Team for the City of Long 
Beach. The goal of the merger was to transition Fire, 

Lifeguard and Police diving capabilities and resources into 
an effective, efficient, and safe entity that supports one 
another in an environment where resources are limited. 

The City of Long Beach 
has 22 miles of 

waterfront that includes 
the second busiest port 

in the United States, 
the largest municipally 
owned marina in the 

country, seven miles of 
recreational beaches, 

and numerous lakes, 
ponds, and channels. 
Given these features, a 

robust Public Safety 
Dive Team is an 

essential part of public 
safety. The Public 

Safety Dive Team members regularly respond to calls 

such as missing swimmers on the beach, vehicles in 
water filled channels, and port security diving missions. 

The various disciplines that make up the team regularly 
trains together to prepare for any underwater 
contingency 

http://www.everythinglongbeach.com/police-and-fire-personnel-team-to-rescue-drowning-victim/
http://www.everythinglongbeach.com/police-and-fire-personnel-team-to-rescue-drowning-victim/
http://www.everythinglongbeach.com/lb/long-beach-fire-department/
http://www.everythinglongbeach.com/lb/belmont-pier/
http://www.everythinglongbeach.com/lb/lifeguards/
http://www.everythinglongbeach.com/lb/lifeguards/
http://www.everythinglongbeach.com/lb/beach/
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Teen found in Deep Lake dies 
http://q13fox.com/2013/08/08/teen-found-in-deep-lake-dies/#axzz2dm3tCtI1 

08/08/13 by James Lynch Q13 FOX News reporter 
 

ENUMCLAW 
— A 17-year-
old Yakima 

boy found in 
Deep Lake 

Wednesday 
afternoon has 
died. 

 
The teen died 

at Auburn 
Medical Center 
Wednesday, 

King County 
Sheriff’s Spokeswoman Cindi West said. 

 
The boy was swimming at Nolte Park with a church group 

when he went underwater and didn’t surface. He was 
pulled from the lake about an hour later by King County 
Fire Department divers. 

 
Medics performed CPR on the boy at the scene but were 

unable to revive him, officials said. His identity has not 
yet been released. 
 

Divers recover body of teen who 
drowned in Lake Pleasant 
http://www.yourwestvalley.com/peoria/article_f03eca44-

01ef-11e3-94d3-0019bb2963f4.html  
August 10, 2013 STAFF REPORT  

 

Divers have recovered the body of a 17-year-old who 
drowned Friday afternoon in Lake Pleasant. 

 
Maricopa County Sheriff's Office officials said on Friday 

afternoon around 4:30, the victim, Daniel Snider , along 
with two  friends, were swimming in the Desert Tortoise 
Cove at  Lake Pleasant.  

 
According to the friends, while going from one side of the 

cove to the other, one of the friends said Snider tensed 
up and his head "‘jerked" downward. He said Snider then 
submerged below the surface without saying anything or 

appearing to try to swim. 
 

The friends attempted to 
locate Snider but were 
unsuccessful. They then 

returned to their campsite, 
which was located around 

100 yards away, and 
notified Snider’s mother 

who  called 911, according 
to MCSO. 
 

The mother indicated her 
son was diagnosed with 

epilepsy when he was 8, 
was taking medication 
daily and suffered  four to 

six seizures per year. She 
said that he was a good 

swimmer and did not have 
any physical disabilities, 
according to MCSO. 

 

Photo courtesy of Wikipedia 

http://q13fox.com/2013/08/08/teen-found-in-deep-lake-dies/#axzz2dm3tCtI1
http://www.yourwestvalley.com/peoria/article_f03eca44-01ef-11e3-94d3-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.yourwestvalley.com/peoria/article_f03eca44-01ef-11e3-94d3-0019bb2963f4.html
http://tribkcpq.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/deep_lake.jpg
www.omniswivel.com
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The body was found shortly after divers resumed their 
search Saturday morning. 

 
 MCSO officials said the cause of death will be determined 

by the Maricopa County Medical Examiner's Office. 
 

Quick action, good luck, lead to Long 
Beach rescue 
http://www.presstelegram.com/general-news/20130812/quick-

action-good-luck-lead-to-long-beach-rescue  

08/12/213 By Joe Segura, Long Beach Press 
Telegram 
 

LONG BEACH >> Training and a touch of good fortune 
may have helped avert a suicide attempt Sunday at the 

Belmont Veterans Memorial Pier. 
 
Firefighters, police and 

members of the Public Safety 
Dive Team responded to a 9-

1-1 call at 12:03 p.m., and 
pulled a man from the water 
off the pier, within nine 

minutes. The unidentified 
man, who jumped from the 

pier with a backpack filled 
with sand, remains on life 
support at an area hospital. 
 
“The coordinated effort to 

retrieve a person under 10 
minutes is an amazing feat,” 
said Marine Safety Chief 

Randy Foster of the Long 
Beach Fire Department. 

 
Foster said that as long as a person is in cold water — 70 

degrees or below — he or she can survive in the water up 
to an hour, a period known as the “golden hour.” The 

colder water slows the body’s internal systems, which 
means the blood doesn’t need as much oxygen, officials 
said. At the time of the rescue, the water off the pier was 

in the low 60s. 
 

The rescue effort benefited from a stroke of good fortune, 
with police divers being near the Termino Avenue beach 
lifeguard station just a couple of blocks west of the pier, 

where they were assisting a kayaker. 
 

“A lot of things came together,” Foster said Monday, 
adding that the quick action Sunday was the third rescue 
in a row that was made in short time. “In the field of 

public safety diving, this is 
unique.” 
 
Thanks to the precise 

placement of a buoy by 
rescuers, divers were able to 
promptly locate the jumper, 

officials said. New sonar 
equipment to assist in 

rescues was not required, 
Foster said. 
 

The Long Beach Public Safety 
Dive Team is a coordinated 

joint effort between LBFD 
and LBPD. The joint 
coordination led to the fast 

recovery, according to police 

LPT-L-Rescue-TRC(Thomas R. Cordova/Staff 

Photographer) Long Beach Police and Fire Department 

pull a man out of the water after sending divers to 

rescue the man who jumped off the Belmont Veterans 

Memorial Pier in Long Beach August 11, 2013 

http://www.presstelegram.com/general-news/20130812/quick-action-good-luck-lead-to-long-beach-rescue
http://www.presstelegram.com/general-news/20130812/quick-action-good-luck-lead-to-long-beach-rescue
http://www.presstelegram.com/general-news/20130812/quick-action-good-luck-lead-to-long-beach-rescue#author1
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spokesman David Marander. 
 

Cmdr. Alex Avila of the Long Beach Police Department’s 
port division said there were divers on a training exercise 

on a new vessel. Of the four officers, three were divers, 
and they were able to enter the water first. 
 

“It was a coordinated decision,” he said. 
 

At approximately 12:12 p.m., police divers pulled the 
man from the water. 
 

The man was placed aboard a waiting lifeguard rescue 
boat and rescuers immediately rendered life safety 

measures. Paramedics transported the man to the dock 
where paramedics were waiting and transported him to a 
local hospital. 

 

Bravery of man who drowned in bid to 
save teenager 'should be recognised' 
http://www.irishnews.com/news/bravery-of-man-who-
drowned-in-bid-to-save-teenager-should-be-recognise-

1279807 
14/08/2013 BY David Young 
 

A father of two who died in a 
vain bid to save a drowning 

boy in a disused quarry 
should be recognised with a 

posthumous bravery award, 
a coroner has recommended. 
 

Local government worker 
Colin Polland (39), who was originally from Co Down but 

had been living in Ilford, essex, drowned after jumping 

into the remote water 
hole near the Northern 

Ireland coast in a effort 
to save 15-year-old 

Kevin O'hare, from 
Dromara, Co Down. an 
inquest into the two 

deaths heard how his 
widow adele Pol-land 

swam out into the cold 
water when her husband 
disappeared below the 

surface but was unable to 
get deep enough to reach 

him. 
 
Mrs Polland said she was 

forced to swim back to 
land because the 

coldness was starting to over-come her. 
 

"I made a decision that I did not want my children to lose 
two parents," she stated. at the hearing into June's 
tragedy near the Co Down seaside village of annalong, 

Northern Ireland's Senior Coroner John Leckey praised 
the actions of Mr and Mrs Polland, who had been visiting a 

nearby cottage when they responded to calls for help, and 
of two police officers who also entered the water at Paul's 
Quarry to try to save the victims. 
 
"Colin Polland lost his life heroically trying to save the life 

of Kevin O'hare," Mr Leckey said. 
 
"I would recommend that his bravery is recognised 

posthumously in some way." 

http://www.irishnews.com/news/bravery-of-man-who-drowned-in-bid-to-save-teenager-should-be-recognise-1279807
http://www.irishnews.com/news/bravery-of-man-who-drowned-in-bid-to-save-teenager-should-be-recognise-1279807
http://www.irishnews.com/news/bravery-of-man-who-drowned-in-bid-to-save-teenager-should-be-recognise-1279807
www.otscomm.com
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Mr Leckey said he would also write to Stormont's minister 

for the environment Mark h Durkan, Newry and Mourne 
District Council and the owner of the quarry to see what 

action could be taken to improve safety, as he was 
concerned of the potential for another drowning tragedy. 
the coroner's court in Belfast earlier witnessed emotional 

scenes as Kevin's mother Donna Marie challenged his 
cousin to explain why he had taken him up to the quarry 

on the day of the incident, when she understood they 
were only going to the holiday town of Newcastle. 
 

"My son came home in a coffin," Mrs O'hare said as she 
questioned Philip McGrillen from the public gallery. 
Kevin, his 17-year-old brother Liam, and Mr McGrillen 
(24) - the boys' second cousin - drove up to the secluded 
quarry after spending what was a sunny afternoon in 

nearby Newcastle playing pool, visiting amusement 
arcades and eating ice cream. 
 
Mr McGrillen told the court that he and Kevin, a pupil at 

St Malachy's high School in Castlewellan, Co Down, 
decided to go for a swim on the spur of the moment, with 
Liam opting out because he could not swim. he recalled 

that after both stripped down to their boxer shorts he 
jumped in first and had got out of the water again when 

his young cousin, a talented footballer, also jumped in. 
 
"When Kevin jumped into the water and resurfaced he 

was panicking big time," he stated. the air conditioning 
engineer from Dromara, who said he warned his cousin to 

expect the water to be cold, said Kevin was around 6ft 
from the edge of the quarry. 
 

 

Did you know...  
 Drowning is the 

number one cause 
of unintentional 
injury death in the United States for children aged 1-4.  
 

 For children aged 1-4 drowning claims the lives of more 
young children each year than unintentional motor vehicle, 
poisoning, fire arms and falls combined.  
 

 For every child 1-4 years old who dies from drowning, another 
eight receive emergency department care for nonfatal 
submersion injuries, many of which result in life-long disabilities 

due to brain damage from lack of oxygen.  
 

 Drowning is the 3rd leading cause of unintentional injury death 
worldwide. 

Help Us Save A Life! 

http://www.ndpa.org
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"His arms were all over the place, I could tell he was in 

difficulty. he was shouting 'Philip, help me'," he said in a 
statement read to court. 
 

Mr McGrillen swam out to his cousin but said he could not 
grab him. 
 
"I could not get hold of him, he was thrashing back with 
his arms," he said. he said exhaustion had started to hit 

him and he returned to the edge of 
the water. as Mr McGrillen was trying 

to save Kevin, Liam O'hare had run off 
to find help and had encountered Mr 
and Mrs Polland. the couple were back 

in Northern Ireland on holiday visiting 
relatives. after Mr Leckey had 

questioned Mr McGrillen about the 
incident, Kevin's mother spoke from 
her seat in the public gallery. 

 
"Why did he take him there?" she 

asked. 
 
"Why? I just want to know why - when 

he promised he was coming straight back from 
Newcastle?" asked to respond by Mr Leckey, Mr McGrillen 

said: "We just decided to go up to it. We didn't plan to go 
up from the outset." he agreed when the coroner asked 
him was it a "spur-of-the-moment" decision to go for a 

swim. 
 

Mrs Polland then took to the witness stand and recounted 
how a teenager (Liam O'hare) had run up to the cottage 

shouting for help. 
 

She said her husband had reached the water first and she 
had watched on from above the quarry as he tried to save 

the boy. 
 

Mr McGrillen had described how Mr Polland, who had also 
stripped down before entering, had attempted to reach 
Kevin but then started to get into difficulties himself. 
 

"The man was really struggling," he said. 
 
"You could tell by the look on his face 

he was gasping for air. He went down 
into the water." 
 

When Mr Polland disappeared from 
view, his wife swam out to where he 

had been - there she could see him 
below her. 
 

"I tried to reach down with my feet but 
I couldn't reach Colin," she said. 

"I couldn't dive so I couldn't reach 
Colin." 
 

Mrs Polland described the debilitating effects of the cold 
water. 
 
"I felt a lot of pressure around my lungs, felt myself 

starting to have difficulty breathing. [It happened] very 

quickly when I got to the deep, coldest part of the water." 
 

Mr Leckey assured Mrs Polland that she had made the 
correct decision swimming back to land. 
 

http://www.marinesonic.com
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"If you hadn't got out of the water when you had, this 
would be an inquest into a triple drowning tragedy, I have 

absolutely no doubt about that," he said. 
 

Deputy State Pathologist Dr alastair Bentley, who 
confirmed both victims had died as a result of drowning, 
said the coldness of water would have played a significant 

factor. 
 

"I would say in this case it played a very great role," he 
said. 
 

Police witnesses told the court how four officers 
responded to a 999 call and when they reached the site, 

two of them stripped down and tried to dive down to 
reach the two submerged bodies. 
 

Questioning Sargent Kelly Warnock about the officers' 
actions, Mr Leckey asked whether in hindsight they 

should have entered the water without appropriate safety 
equipment.  
 
"Hindsight is 
a wonderful 

thing," she 

said, “as 

well as being 
police 

officers, they 
were human 
beings and it 

would have 
been very 

difficult to 
do nothing. 

They tried their best." the officers were also unable to 
dive deep enough to reach the two victims. Police divers 

eventually recovered the bodies around three hours after 
the tragedy had unfolded. 
 
Mr Leckey asked Ms Warnock if the police could take on 
the issue of awarding a posthumous bravery honour to Mr 

Polland. 
 

Kevin's father Eugene O'hare earlier told the court that 
his youngest of four sons loved Gaelic games. 
 

"Kevin lived for football," he said. In a statement read to 
court, he described the special relationship he had with 

his mother, before recounting the last time they saw him 
as he drove off with his brother and cousin. 
 

"he gave his mother a kiss and cuddle and said he was 
away to Newcastle, he said 'right Dad, I'm away'. That 

was the last time I saw him alive." 
 

Mr Leckey then asked a tearful Mr O'hare what he would 
want to see done with the quarry. 
 

"I think it should be filled in, or closed down or 
something," he said. "I don't see the use of them. Why 

are they there? Why's the hazard there to the public?" 
 
While the quarry was on private property - it is owned by 

a relation of the Pollands - the court heard that people 
often gained unauthorised access for swimming. the court 

was told that over the years previously erected gates and 
warning signs had been vandalised and thrown into the 
water. There was no danger sign visible when the incident 

unfolded. 

www.spareair.com
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Ms Warnock also told Mr Leckey there had been reports of 

young people drinking at the quarry, which has been 
disused and water-filled since 1949. 
 
Mr Bentley had earlier outlined that neither victim had 
any alcohol in their system when they died. 
 
Mrs Polland said she was not in favour of the quarry being 

filled in and would rather see more emphasis placed on a 
proactive campaign to educate young people to the 
dangers of swimming in such places. the coroner noted 

suggestions of putting dye into quarries in a bid to 
discourage people from swimming there. 
 
But Mr O'hare said that move would not work at the 
quarry where his son died, as a natural spring would 

result in the dye flowing 
away. 
 
Mr Leckey ruled that both 

victims died from 
drowning. 
 

n quarrY victims: Main, 
photograph taken last 

month of the remote 
disused quarry in rural Co 
Down, Northern Ireland, 

where Colin Polland, 
above, died in a bid to 

save Kevin O'Hare (15), 
right, who got into 
difficulties when 

swimming in the quarry, 

but also died. The father of two who died in a vain bid to 
save the drowning boy at a disused quarry in June should 

be recognised with a posthumous bravery award, a 
coroner has recommended. Top right, a health and safety 

campaign advert from the Department of the 
Environment warning people about the dangers of 
swimming in quarries main picture: Paul Faith/PA 

 

WYANDOTTE: Police find body in sunken 
car in Detroit River 
http://www.thenewsherald.com/articles/2013/08/15/news/doc520d41
7282408464098370.txt 

August 15, 2013 By Jim Kasuba 

 
WYANDOTTE - Authorities discovered human remains in 
a submerged car pulled from the Detroit River this 

afternoon. 
 

Lt. Todd Scheitz said that firefighters who pulled the car 
out of the river, in an area near the Wyandotte Boat Club, 
were expecting to find only an old vehicle. 

 
According to Scheitz, the car was discovered by a 

recreational diver some time ago and reported it to 
police. Divers were scheduled to remove it today. Work 
began at around 1 p.m. and the remains were discovered 

a couple hours later. 
 

Scheitz said it’s uncertain whether the victim was a male 
or female, since the body was badly decomposed. One 
published report states that the victim’s head is missing. 

“The license plate expired in 2004, so it’s been down 
there for at least nine years,” Scheitz said. 

 
A person who was at the scene reported that there might 

http://www.thenewsherald.com/articles/2013/08/15/news/doc520d417282408464098370.txt
http://www.thenewsherald.com/articles/2013/08/15/news/doc520d417282408464098370.txt
www.whitesdiving.com
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have been something worth noting in the car’s trunk, as 
police were crowded around it after the trunk was 

opened. 
 

The depth of the water where the car was found could not 
be confirmed. Police said it was in the area off BASF 
Waterfront Park, east of Biddle Avenue and south of 

Eureka Road. 
 

Police Chief Daniel Grant and Fire Chief Jeffery Carley 
were both unavailable for comment. 
 

Divers Recover 4 Bodies From Indian 
Submarine 
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/17/world/asia/india-submarine.html?_r=0 

August 16, 2013 By GARDINER HARRIS 

 
NEW DELHI — Naval divers recovered four badly burned 

bodies on Friday from the Indian submarine that exploded 
and sank in Mumbai with 18 crew members aboard, 
according to the Indian news agencies, and naval officials 

said it was highly unlikely that any survivors would be 
found. 

 
Related 

 Grim Hunt for 18 Indian Sailors Trapped on Navy 
Submarine After Explosion (August 15, 2013) 
 

The bodies were so disfigured that officials say they will 
have to use DNA analysis to identify them. The state of 

the bodies and the conditions within the vessel, which 
sank early Wednesday, have led to the “firm conclusion 
that finding any surviving personnel within the submarine 

is unlikely,” the navy said in a statement. 

 
Rajanish Kakade/Associated Press 

Naval divers recovered three bodies from the Russian-

made submarine, INS Sindhurakshak, that exploded and 

sank on Wednesday in Mumbai 

 

Boiling water within the submarine, the Russian-made 
INS Sindhurakshak, made it impossible for divers even to 
enter the vessel until noon on Wednesday, hours after the 

explosions that sank it, the navy said. Once the divers 
were inside, oily and muddy water made for zero visibility 

even with high-powered underwater lamps. 
 
The damage from the explosions resulted in so much 

twisted metal that only one diver at a time could work in 
the submarine’s tiny spaces. Early Friday, after 36 hours 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/17/world/asia/india-submarine.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/15/world/asia/explosion-partly-sinks-indian-naval-submarine.html?ref=asia
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/15/world/asia/explosion-partly-sinks-indian-naval-submarine.html?ref=asia
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/15/world/asia/explosion-partly-sinks-indian-naval-submarine.html?pagewanted=all
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of continuous effort, the divers finally reached a 
compartment where they found the four bodies, the 

navy’s statement said. 
 

Extremely high temperatures in the forward section of the 
submarine meant not only that the sailors there were 
almost certainly dead, but also that their bodies were 

probably incinerated, the navy said. “However, the navy 
will continue to search every inch of 

the submerged submarine till all 
bodies are either located or it can be 
stated with finality that no bodies 

remain to be found,” the statement 
said. 

 
The cause of the explosions on the 
16-year-old Sindhurakshak remains 

a mystery. Mohan Guruswamy, a 
military analyst with the Observer 

Research Foundation, said he visited 
the submarine the day before the 

explosion and found it to be “in great shape.” 
 
Mr. Guruswamy said the crew was preparing for a 

departure early Wednesday morning on a routine patrol, 
and he speculated that munitions were mishandled during 

the preparations. “The feeling among naval officers is that 
while loading the missiles, something happened,” said Mr. 
Guruswamy, who praised the crew as “very smart, very 

tough guys.” 
 

Mr. Guruswamy said the Sindhurakshak was the navy’s 
most advanced submarine and had Indian-made sensor 
equipment that made it more effective than its Russian 

designers and builders had envisioned. The submarine 

carried cruise missiles that allowed it to strike targets on 
land more than 100 miles away. 

 
Officials believe that a small explosion within the 

submarine set off two huge blasts from its onboard 
munitions. Video of the explosions seems to show two 
separate bursts that threw flames hundreds of feet into 

the air. The Sindhurakshak’s sister ship, the INS 
Sindhuratna, was berthed nearby 

and was damaged by the explosion 
but was saved by the quick reaction 
of firefighters. 

 
The Sindhurakshak had 21 sailors on 

its night watch, but three of the men 
were stationed on the submarine’s 
exterior and managed to dive to 

safety. 
 

Deep Kumar, whose brother, Lt. 
Cmdr. Alok Kumar, was one of three 

officers on the submarine when it blew up, said he and 
his parents had been keeping a vigil in Mumbai waiting 
for news. He said the family had spoken with his brother 

the night before the explosion. “He was fine, and there 
was no indication of any danger or wrongdoing,” Mr. 

Kumar said. 
 
He said the navy had told them that there was no chance 

that his brother was alive, because temperatures in the 
submarine had risen past 500 degrees Celsius, or about 

900 degrees Fahrenheit, after the explosion. 
 
“We are hoping against hope,” he said. 

 

http://www.l-3com.com/klein
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As Divers Find Sixth Body, Mumbai 
Firefighters Recall a Burning Waterfront 
http://india.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/08/19/as-divers-find-

sixth-body-mumbai-firefighters-recall-a-burning-waterfront/ 

August 19, 2013 By NEHA THIRANI BAGRI 

 

 
Vikapl Shah/APTV, via Associated PressA view of the 

night sky lit up as a result of a fire burning aboard the 

submarine INS Sindhurakshak in Mumbai, Maharashtra, 

on Wednesday. 
 
MUMBAI— A little after midnight Tuesday, a loud 
explosion woke Dharmendra Kumar Jaiswal, the manager 

of a public toilet across the street from Mumbai’s navy 
yard. 

 
“When I woke up and came out, I saw that the sky was lit 
up bright red with a huge fire that seemed to be coming 

from the navy area,” said Mr. Jaiswal. “I thought that 

since this is a defense area, it might be something to do 
with that. Then suddenly there were a lot of sirens and 

many cars were going into the dockyard, and I thought 
perhaps everything is not all right.” 

 
Not far away, the deputy chief fire officer of Mumbai, P.S. 
Rahangdale, was on his way home from meeting some 

friends at Radio Club on his night off duty when he heard 
a loud blast and saw a fireball on the horizon. “At the 

time, I could not tell the exact location of the fire, but it 
seemed to be coming from the behind the Gateway of 
India in the navy area,” said Mr. Ranhangdale, who was 

the first person to spot the fire and alert the authorities. 
 

Mr. Rahangdale did not know it then, but the explosion he 
witnessed was the diesel-powered, armed submarine INS 
Sindhurakshak on fire, at the beginning of what was to 

become one of the biggest naval disasters in recent 
Indian history. He immediately alerted the fire brigade 

control room and, judging the intensity of the fire from a 
distance, asked it to send eight fire engines. He also 

requested that his superiors allow him to resume duty, 
and he quickly arrived at the scene. What ensued was an 
arduous and challenging night of firefighting. 

 
“The naval fire station had realized that the severity of 

the fire was too great for them to handle on their own,” 
said Tushar Barahate, assistant station officer at the 
Colaba fire station, who was among the crew on the site 

on Tuesday night. “The control room knew the severity of 
the fire and called all the nearby fire stations – Colaba, 

Nariman Point, Fort, Indira Dock, etc.” 
 
When the firefighters arrived at the scene about 12:30 

a.m. on Wednesday, they saw that the Sindhurakshak, 

http://india.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/08/19/as-divers-find-sixth-body-mumbai-firefighters-recall-a-burning-waterfront/
http://india.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/08/19/as-divers-find-sixth-body-mumbai-firefighters-recall-a-burning-waterfront/
http://india.blogs.nytimes.com/author/neha-thirani-bagri/
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parked on the jetty, was 
engulfed in flames and 

that another submarine 
docked a few meters 

away, the Sindhuratna, 
had also caught fire. 
“Once I saw the 

magnitude of the fire 
when we got there, I 

asked for the number of 
fire engines to be 
increased from 8 to 16,” 

said Mr. Rahangdale. In 
addition to the fire 

engines, about 10 water 
tankers were called upon. 
 

The fires in the 
submarines were brought 

under control in 
simultaneous operations, with about four jets of water 

directed at each, said Mr. Rahangdale. “Because the 
second submarine was docked close by, there was 
difficulty accessing the fire, and we were afraid of the 

danger of another explosion,” said Mr. Barahate. He 
added that because the fire on the second submarine was 

external, it was doused quite easily, while the fire in the 
Sindhurakshak was emanating from within and hard to 
extinguish. Within an hour, the fire on the Sindhuratna 

had been put out, and officials from the navy towed the 
submarine away from the Sindhurakshak with the help of 

other boats. The Sindhurakshak was ablaze for about 
three and a half hours, after which water seeped into the 
submarine because of damage sustained on the hull and 

it began to sink in the shallow waters of low tide. 

 
Fire brigade officials recalled a previous accident at 

Mumbai’s navy yard, when the INS Vindhyagiri caught fire 
in 2011. The warship was hit by a merchant vessel while 

entering the harbor in 2011, resulting in a massive fire 
that took over 15 hours to douse. A day later, the ship 
sank because of water entering its chambers. 

 
The challenges involved in fighting a fire of this 

magnitude in severe conditions on board the 
Sindhurakshak were considerable. “The navy had 
informed us that there was a lot of ammunition on board 

and there were high chances of another explosion,” said 
Mr. Rahangdale. “We had to be strategic in our approach 

or else there was a danger to our lives.” He added that 
because the explosion occurred during low tide, the 
supply of water available 

to the firefighters was 
limited. 

 
“We came to know there 

were some sailors trapped 
inside, we did not know 
exactly how many, but 

penetration within the 
submarine was 

impossible,” he added. 
“The fire had swallowed up 
the whole submarine, 

there was heated steam 
rising, it was cooking 

inside, and there were 
very few access points.” 
However, he added that 

the fire was eventually 

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/damaged-warship-ins-vindhyagiri-decommissioned/961075/
www.simulaids.com
www.edgetech.com
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overcome because of excellent coordination between the 
navy, the Bombay Port Trust fire brigade and the Mumbai 

fire brigade. 
 

Nearly a week later, as navy divers continue to salvage 
the wreckage and more bodies are recovered, it has 
become a long wait for the families of the 18 sailors 

trapped on the submarine. Their relatives have been 
contacted and are being provided with regular updates by 

the Indian Navy’s family support cell, headed by a two-
star flag officer and members of the Navy Wives Welfare 
Association. 

 

 

Divyakant Solanki/European Pressphoto AgencyNavy 

security personnel departing the Naval dockyard in a 

truck in Mumbai, Maharashtra, on Wednesday. 

 

A naval officer not authorized to speak to the news media 
said that three men who were near the submarine at the 

time of the explosion sustained minor injuries and were 
being treated at the naval hospital, INHS Asvini. “They 

are in a state of shock and recovering from the trauma,” 
he said. 
 

Over two dozen television cameras are lined up across 
the street from the Lions Gate entrance of the navy yard 

as journalists await  updates on the rescue operation. A 
chai stall set up under a banyan tree across the street 
from the gate is doing brisk business as local news 

reporters gather around, chatting and waiting for news. 
 

By Saturday, divers had recovered the bodies of five crew 
members. On Saturday evening, they located and brought 
up a sixth body despite low visibility and mangled metal, 

according to a statement issued by the navy. “Samples 
from the bodies of six crew members have been sent to 

Central Forensic Laboratory (CFL), Kalina for DNA finger 
printing,” the statement said. “Samples have also been 

obtained from blood relatives of personnel and forwarded 
to CFL.” 
 

The cause of the explosion in the Russian-built submarine 
has yet to be determined. Russian naval engineering 

specialists will be joining Indian investigators in finding 
out the reason, Dmitry Rogozin, the deputy prime 
minister of Russia, told the Russian press. Mr. Rogozin 

added that the explosion had occurred in the 
compartment of the submarine where the batteries were 

charged and contended that a lack of technical safety 
measures seemed to be the reason for the blast. 
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Death toll rises to 38 in Cebu ships’ 
collision; 82 missing 
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/468569/death-toll-rises-to-38-in-

cebu-ships-collision-82-missing 

August 19th, 2013 By Jhunnex Napallacan, Carmel Matus  

Inquirer Visayas 
 
CEBU CITY—Rescuers counted 38 bodies and upped the 

number of missing people to 82 on the second day of 
search and rescue operations following a ship collision off 

Talisay City, Cebu, on Friday night. 
 
Thirty-two bodies had been found on Saturday while 

divers retrieved five more from the sunken MV St. 
Thomas of Aquinas on Sunday. Of the 751 earlier 

reported survivors, one died Sunday—a child who has yet 
to be identified. 
The number of missing was earlier estimated at 58 based 

on the manifest released on Saturday by 2GO Group Inc., 
the ferry owner, showing 841 passengers and 

crewmembers on board. But on Sunday, 2GO released a 
“supplemental manifest” that brought the total number of 
people on the ill-fated ferry to 870. 

 
After almost 48 hours of search and 

rescue operations, some of the 
rescuers feared the toll from the 
collision may yet reach 120. 

 
But Cebu Coast Guard station 

commander Weniel Azcuna said he had 
not given up the search for the missing 
passengers of the ferry that collided 

with a cargo vessel, the Sulpicio 
Express Siete, in the Mactan Channel 

off Lawis Ledge, just 3.2 kilometers from port. 
 

“We are still on search and rescue mode … we are not 
losing hope. There’s still a possibility that we can find 

survivors somewhere,” Azcuna said. 
 
He said three simultaneous underwater search operations 

were being conducted by Philippine Navy and police 
divers, while Air Force and Coast Guard helicopters 

scoured the surface for passengers still clinging to debris. 
Several civilian rescue groups and fishermen have also 
joined the search. 

 
Azcuna said they feared that some missing passengers 

were trapped inside the vessel. Technical divers were 
needed due to the risk in going inside the sunken vessel, 
which was lying 30 meters deep. 

 
Recovered bodies were taken to the Talisay Fish Port, 

where the command center for the retrieval operation had 
been set up. 

 
Only 22 of the 38 bodies now at the Cosmopolitan Funeral 

Homes on Junquerra Street in Cebu 

City have been positively identified by 
their relatives. 

 
2GO said the vessel’s authorized 
capacity was 1,010 passengers and 

crew, and 160 6-meter containers. 
Coast Guard deputy chief Rear Adm. 

Luis Tuason said divers were also 
trying to plug a fuel leak to prevent oil 
from spilling into the sea. 

 

http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/468569/death-toll-rises-to-38-in-cebu-ships-collision-82-missing
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/468569/death-toll-rises-to-38-in-cebu-ships-collision-82-missing
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/jhunnex-napallacan
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/byline/carmel-matus
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/source/inquirer-visayas
www.videoray.com


  

 

PSDiver Monthly Issue 104 
 

 
                                                                  

 

26 

Azcuna said the St. Thomas of 
Aquinas skipper, Capt. Reynan 

Bermejo, survived the accident and 
was on a rescue ship helping look for 

survivors. 
 
Bermejo was expected to submit his 

marine protest on Sunday. 
 

The 36 crew of the Sulpicio Express 
Siete headed by Capt. Rolito Gilo had 
been instructed to stay on their 

vessel, which was docked at Pier 5, 
and were ordered to cooperate with the special board of 

marine inquiry, which will be held in Manila after the 
completion of the search and rescue operation. 
 

Gilo submitted a marine protest, but Azcuna said he had 
yet to go into the details of the document. 

 
Azcuna said the licenses of both the captains and the 

crew of the vessels were suspended by the Maritime 
Industry Authority because of the accident. 
 

Meanwhile, relatives flocked to a ticketing office of ferry 
owner 2GO Group Inc. and put up pictures of their 

missing loved ones. 
 
Others, like Richard Ortiz, waited quietly and stared 

blankly at the vast sea from the Talisay pier, where Coast 
Guard and Navy rescuers were encamped. 

 
“I just want to see my parents,” said Ortiz, who clutched 
a picture of his father and mother. “This is so difficult.” 

Transportation and Communications 
Secretary Joseph Abaya said on 

Saturday there were foreigners 
among the ferry passengers and all 

were fine, except for a New Zealand 
citizen who was taken to hospital. 
 

Abaya said the cargo vessel, which 
was leaving the Cebu pier, smashed 

into the right or starboard side near 
the rear or stern of the ferry, whi 
ch was coming in from Nasipit and 

making a short stop in Cebu before 
proceeding to Manila. 

 
Outbound and incoming ships are assigned separate 
routes in the narrow passage leading to the busy Cebu 

pier. An investigation would determine if one of the 
vessels strayed into the wrong lane and sparked the 

accident, which happened in relatively calm weather, 
Coast Guard officials said. 

 
“There was probably a nonobservance of rules,” Melad 
told a news conference in Cebu on Sunday, suggesting 

human error may have been a factor in the accident. He 
stressed, however, that only an investigation would show 

what really happened.—With reports from Carine 
Asutilla, Inquirer Visayas; AP 
 

Navy Sailors, Divers Find and Salvage 
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/112318/navy-sailors-

divers-find-and-salvage#.Uiew8za-mvg188-20-2013 

Explosive Ordnance Disposal Group Two 
Courtesy Story 
 

 

www.subsalve.com  

http://www.dvidshub.net/news/112318/navy-sailors-divers-find-and-salvage#.Uiew8za-mvg188-20-2013
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/112318/navy-sailors-divers-find-and-salvage#.Uiew8za-mvg188-20-2013
http://www.dvidshub.net/unit/EODG-2
http://www.subsalve.com/
www.subsalve.com
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VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. – Navy sailors and divers from 
Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit (MDSU) 2, embarked 

aboard the Navy’s rescue and salvage ship USNS Grasp 
(T-ARS-51), found and salvaged a downed F-16 aircraft 

off the coast of Virginia, Aug. 6-20. 
 
The downed aircraft was one of two F-16 fighter jets from 

the 113th Wing, D.C. Air National Guard that clipped 
wings mid-air during a routine training mission 35 miles 

southeast of Chincoteague, Va., Aug. 1. The other aircraft 
involved in the incident was able to fly back to Joint Base 

Andrews, 

Md., 
without 

further 
incident. 
 

 
The MDSU 

2 Area 
Search 

Platoon 
(ASP) 201 
departed 

Virginia 
Beach Aug. 

6 and 
began 
seven days 

of search 
operations 

to find the 
aircraft. 
Staging out 

of 

Chincoteague Island, Va., 
the team of six Navy sailors, 

led by Operations Specialist 
Chief William Earp, 

conducted both towed and 
autonomous side-scan sonar 
searches of more than 10 

square miles of ocean 
bottom, before locating the 

F-16 approximately three 
miles from the point of the 
mid-air incident. 
 
On Aug. 14, the MDSU 2 

ASP found and recovered 
aircraft debris using a 
remote operated vehicle. 

With the crash site located, 
the ASP turned over the 

operation to Navy Divers 
from Mobile Diving and Salvage (MDS) Company 2-4 who 

arrived on Grasp after a small-boat transfer. 
 
The MDS Company 2-4 divers began surface-supplied 

diving operations Aug. 16 and recovered part of the 
aircraft from the ocean floor by using a basket to raise 

large pieces of the jet from a depth of 107 feet. The next 
day, the divers recovered the flight data recorder, 
commonly referred to as the “black box.” 

 
Diving operations ended Aug. 19 after recovering key 

debris. The remnants of the aircraft and the flight data 
recorder are being transferred to Joint Base Andrews for 

examination by the Air Force’s Safety Investigation 
Board. 

Courtesy Photo 

Divers, assigned to Mobile Diving Salvage 

Unit 2, Company 2-4, wait on the diving 

stage to be lowered into the water during 

air surface supplied diving operations off 

the coast of Virginia. Navy divers 

performed deep-sea salvage operations 

off the USNS Grasp (T-ARS 51) to recover 

the wreckage of an F-16 Fighting Falcon 

which crashed Aug. 1. (U.S. Navy photo by 

Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class 

Ernesto Hernandez Fonte/RELEASED) 

www.aqualung.com/ps.html 

 

http://www.aqualung.com/ps.html
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“I’d like to thank the sailors, Navy divers and civilian 
mariners for their cooperation and expertise at locating 

and recovering the aircraft, including the flight data 
recorder,” said Brig. Gen. Marc Sasseville, commander, 

113th Wing, D.C. Air National Guard. “These key items 
will help us to understand what happened and what we 
can do to prevent a similar occurrence.” 
 
MDSU 2 is an expeditionary mobile unit homeported at 

Joint Expeditionary Base, Little Creek-Fort Story in 
Virginia Beach, Va., and has successfully conducted 
salvage operations to support TWA Flight 800, Swiss Air 

Flight 111, the space shuttles Challenger and Columbia, 
the I-35W Mississippi River 

bridge collapse in 
Minnesota, the Civil War 
ironclad USS Monitor, and 

recovery of a down military 
jet off the coast of Italy. 
 
USNS Grasp is crewed by 

U.S. Navy’s Military Sealift 
Command (MSC), which 
operates approximately 110 

noncombatant, U.S. Navy 
civilian-crewed ships that 

replenish U.S. Navy ships, 
conduct specialized 
missions, strategically 

preposition combat cargo at 
sea around the world, and 

move military cargo and 
supplies used by deployed U.S. forces and coalition 
partners 

 

Divers recover six more bodies from 
sunken ship 
http://manilastandardtoday.com/2013/08/22/divers-
recover-six-more-bodies-from-sunken-ship/ 
Aug. 22, 2013 By Joel E. Zurbano 
 
Six more fatalities, including two minors, were recovered 

inside the MV St. Thomas Aquinas, bringing to 71 the 
total number of casualties in the August 16 collision 
between the ferry and cargo ship Sulpicio Express 7 in 

Cebu. 
 

Commander Armando Balilo, Coast Guard chief 
information officer, said the bodies of four adult females 
and two children were retrieved from the sunken ship 

Wednesday morning. 
 

“They were transported at the Talisay fishport so they 
could be identified,” he said. 
 

Balilo said Coast Guard, Armed Forces and Navy divers 
continue their search to locate the 49 people that 

remained missing as of 12 pm. The search and rescue is 
scheduled from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m, depending on the sea 
condition. 

 
The Coast Guard also sent 20 personnel from its Marine 

Environment Protection Unit to supervise and help in the 
oil spill clean-up operation. The oil spill affected 12 

barangays in the area. 
 
“There were three platoons from the Armed Forces to 

help in the clean-up of the oil slick. They might have 
removed the oil manually,” Balilo said. 

 

Technical Rescue 

Magazine 
http://www.trescue.com 

http://manilastandardtoday.com/2013/08/22/divers-recover-six-more-bodies-from-sunken-ship/
http://manilastandardtoday.com/2013/08/22/divers-recover-six-more-bodies-from-sunken-ship/
http://www.trescue.com/
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Coast Guard commandant Rodolfo Isorena said the ferry 
was carrying 120,000 liters of bunker oil, 20,000 liters of 

lube oil and 20,000 liters of diesel. 
 

2Go, which owns the ferry, said in a statement that it 
would also help in containing the oil spill, aside from 
assisting in the search and rescue operations for the 

missing passengers. 
 

The MV Thomas Aquinas sank a few minutes after Sulpicio 
Express 7 rammed its starboard side along the narrow 
channel of Lawis Ledge (between Mactan and Cebu) 

around 8:45 pm Friday. 
 

The Maritime Industry Authority (Marina) is looking into 
possible human error as the cause of the collision. The 
agency is set to conduct a probe to determine the 

criminal liability of those responsible. 
 

Marina adminstrator Maximo Mejia Jr. said 
initial check of the documents of the two 

shipping firms showed no sign of problems 
with the vessels’ structural integrity. The 
passenger vessel that sank after collision 

was inspected last month. 
 

Marina records showed that MV St. Thomas 
Aquinas was built in 1972 in Holland while 
the Sulpicio Express 7 was built in 1980 in 

Japan. 
 

Coast Guard officials said the 9.691-gross 
ton Sulpicio ship was on its way to Davao 
from Cebu while the 11,405-gross ton MV 

St. Thomas Aquinas came from Butuan to 

Cebu when the collision took place. 
 

Officials said more than 23 infants and 20 children were 
among the passengers of MV St. Thomas Aquinas. 

 
The Sulpicio cargo ship is owned and operated by 
Philippine Span Asia Carrier Corp., formerly known as 

Sulpicio Lines, Inc., that also owned vessel MV Doña Paz 
involved in the country’s worst maritime incident on 

December 20, 1987 that resulted in the death of 4,375 
people. 
 

Other Sulpicio ships involved in sea tragedies were MV 
Doña Marilyn and MV Princess of the Orient, both 

happened in 1998, and MV Princess of the Stars on June 
21, 2008. All incidents happened during bad weather 
conditions. 

 
2Go Travel, on the other hand, owns MV St. 

Thomas Aquinas, which is formerly known 
as SuperFerry-2. The firm, part of the 2Go 

Group, was formerly known as Aboitiz 
Superferry. 
 

Sea tragedy involving Aboitiz Superferry 
ships includes SuperFerry-6 and SuperFerry-

12 that caught fire on October 2000 and 
September 2006, respectively; SuperFerry-
14 that was bombed by suspected terrorist, 

leaving 116 people dead, and the 
September 2009 sinking of SuperFerry-9 

that resulted in the killing of nine people. 

 
http:/ /www.usia.com 

http://www.usia.com/
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Meanwhile, the Bureau of 

Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources said it is ready to 

provide assistance to 
fishermen affected by the oil 
spill in Cebu. 

 
BFAR Regional Director 

Andres Bojos said that based 
on reports, 13 coastal areas 
and 1,750 fishermen were 

affected by the oil spill after 
the collision. 

 
“At present, we are still 
assessing the extent of the 

damage caused by the oil 
spill but we are ready to 

provide assistance to the 
fishermen. According to Local Government Units, 1,750 

fishermen are affected,” Bojos said. 
 
He added that the town of Cordova was the most affected 

area. 
 

“For the meantime, fishermen will nurse mangroves and 
then we will pay them. Those who have motor boats will 
be given four liters of gasoline everyday so they can catch 

fish in other areas,” he said. 
 

“ However, only legitimate fishermen will be given 
assistance, that is why the LGU list is very important,” 
Bojos added. 

 

BFAR earlier issued a fishing and shellfish 
ban in Cordova and Lapu-Lapu due to the 

danger of shellfish being contaminated. 
 

BFAR Director Asis Perez, meanwhile, said 
that they will also replace some of the fish 
cages and fishing gears that were 

destroyed. 
 

“ I will still have to see the damage because 
right now we are still evaluating. We will 
release a report once the assessment is 

done but definitely we will help the affected 
fishermen,” he said. With  Lailany Gomez 

and Ana Leah Estrada 
 
 

Man Jumps to death 
5th to die on Mossdale bridge in 15 
years 

http://www.mantecabulletin.com/section/1/article/83002/  

August 20, 2013 By Glenn Kah 
 

LATHROP — A retired Oakdale fisherman had two lines 
along the bank of the San Joaquin River at Mossdale 

Crossing when he heard a loud splash near the base of 
the railroad trestle.     
 

Don Potts, 56, said he looked up to see a man pop out of 
the water waving his arms before he submerged again. 

 
Potts said his brief glimpse of the individual put his age 
between his 30s and 40s with a bald head as he surfaced 

in the water at about 1:20 p.m. 
 

Check Out our 2013 
Buyers Guide!    Click 

Here. 

http://www.mantecabulletin.com/section/1/article/83002/
http://psdiver.com/images/PSDiverMonthlyIssue_100_BUYERS_GUIDE_2013_-_Secure.pdf
http://psdiver.com/images/PSDiverMonthlyIssue_100_BUYERS_GUIDE_2013_-_Secure.pdf


  

 

PSDiver Monthly Issue 104 
 

 
                                                                  

 

31 

 
Divers from Lathrop-Manteca Fire Department and 
Sheriff’s deputies responded to the scene within minutes, 

launching a rescue boat just north of the railroad 
bridge.  They were followed up by two Sheriff’s boat 

crews that found the man’s body some 50 yards north of 
the trestle after successfully dragging the bottom. 
 

Authorities notified the railroad and halted all scheduled 
train traffic that might have passed over the bridge where 

a firefighter and a Manteca Ambulance supervisor were 
monitoring the search effort.  The fisherman noted that 
the victim had left a food bag and a bottle of water on the 

bridge where he jumped.  There were reportedly no other 

witnesses in the area. He was alone at the time of the 
mishap. 

 
“I was just coming out to have a cold beer and put a 

couple of lines in the water,” the fisherman said, adding 
that this was his favorite fishing spot on the river.  “I 
didn’t expect to see anything like this.  I got out my cell 

phone and called 911.” 
 

He said the tide was flat at 1 p.m. That would have kept 
the man from moving down stream with it picking up to 
only about two miles an hour after the mishap.  The tide 

changed right after the paramedics arrived, he said. 
 

Lathrop-Manteca Fire Chief Gene Neeley noted that in the 
last 15 years there have been five deaths of people 
jumping off the trestle and another 10 who suffered 

extensive injuries. 
 

The last death was on Feb. 25. 2012. That’s when 21-
year-old Angela Marie Jacquez of Lathrop apparently 

slipped 
and fell 
while 

climbing 
the bridge. 

Jacquez 
came to 
rest on n 

the 
railroad 

tracks 
where she 
apparently 

struck her 

 
Lathrop-Manteca Fire Department divers search for a 

man who reportedly jumped from the train trestle 

over the San Joaquin River at Mossdale Crossing 

early Monday afternoon. 

www.seabotix.com
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head. The incident happened during pre-dawn hours. The 
2010 Sierra High graduate had just joined the National 

Guard. 
 

Sheriff’s spokesman Deputy Les Garcia said deputies 
would now be working on establishing the man’s identity 
and locating his next of kin. 

 

Tragedy in the river 
http://www.thepost.co.za/tragedy-in-the-river-

1.1567065#.UiUF8za-mvg 
August 23 2013 By Chantal Halata and Louis Louw 
 
Ritchie, Northern Cape - The parents of a six-year-old 

girl, who drowned in the Riet River near Ritchie, had to 
wait anxiously for more than 24 hours for the body of 

their daughter to be retrieved from the water after police 
divers had to be called in from Bloemfontein. 
 

The body of Nikita Maduo was pulled from the river on 
Thursday morning after she fell into the river and 

drowned on Wednesday afternoon. 
 
Community members and head of FRS Security, Inspector 

Johannes Khomojong, pleaded with the police to allow 
private diver Casey Exley-Thompson, from Holland, to 

assist in retrieving the body. 
 
However, because it was a crime scene, the body could 

only be retrieved by police divers, who had to come from 
either Upington or Bloemfontein. 

 
Maduo fell into the river and drowned after she and 

friends went for a swim on Wednesday afternoon. 

On Thursday, residents 
gathered at the scene as the 

Bloemfontein K9 Unit used a 
small boat and a sniffer dog to 

locate the body under the 
murky water. 
Rocks at the river’s edge bore 

marks made by the child’s 
nails as she tried 

unsuccessfully to clamber out 
of the water after falling in. 
 

It took the K9 unit 
approximately seven minutes 

to locate the body and two divers jumped in but they 
came up empty-handed. The dog, however, continued to 
bark at the same spot and Warrant Officer Norman Kúhn 

went back into the river. Several minutes later he 
emerged, holding the tiny, lifeless body in his arms before 

placing it in a 
body bag. 

 
According to 
Kuhn, he saw 

the child’s feet 
on the bottom 

of the river, 
despite the 
poor visibility, 

and managed 
to pull her up. 

 
It is believed 
that the water 

at that spot 

DFA - A six-year-old girl, Nikita Maduo, 

drowned in Ritchie when she slipped 

and fell into a river not far from her 

home. Photo: Danie van der Lith 

A six-year-old girl, 

Nikita Maduo, drowned 

in Ritchie when she 

slipped and fell into a 

river not far from her 

home. Photo: Danie van  

der Lith - DFA 

http://www.thepost.co.za/tragedy-in-the-river-1.1567065#.UiUF8za-mvg
http://www.thepost.co.za/tragedy-in-the-river-1.1567065#.UiUF8za-mvg
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was about 10 metres deep. 
 

Kuhn said they were called in to assist as the Kimberley 

police’s diving unit had taken their equipment in for 
servicing. 
 

The child’s devastated mother, Minah Maduo, begged the 
police to remove her child’s body from the river on 
Wednesday night. “Please ask them to remove my child 

from the river. She’s calling me,” the mother pleaded, 
after she was informed that the divers would only arrive 

on Thursday morning. 
 

When the DFA visited Nikita’s house in Ritchie on 

Wednesday night, her mother asked reporters if her child 
had been brought back to her. 
 

“I got a day off to spend time with my children. Why she 

went to the river, I don’t know.” 
 

She added that her daughter was with 

two other children, Brumilda Woolfe 
and Abel Mokoena, when she drowned. 
“She wouldn’t have known how to get 

to the river on her own.” 
 

“Abel called us and said Nikita had 
drowned in the river. Brumilda waited 
at the river while he went for help.” 
 

She said that when she arrived at the 
river, she saw her daughter’s clothes 

on the riverbank. “I knew then that it 
was her.”  
 

On Thursday, as divers pulled out 
Nikita’s body, Maduo clasped her hands 

over her mouth, trying to keep the tears back 
 

“I am glad that she is no longer in the water but the pain 

is unbearable because now I also know for certain that it 
is her. I don’t know how I am going to sleep at night 

without her by my side.” 
 
The victim’s two friends, 14-year-old Brumilda and 10-

year-old Abel, arrived at the Modderrivier Police Station 
on Thursday to give a statement. 
 

Brumilda said they were going to the river to swim and 
Nikita followed them. “I told her to stay behind but she 

insisted on coming along. 
 
“When we arrived at the river, we told her to stay at the 

top but she followed us to the edge of the water. When 
we took off our clothes, she did the same. She was 

standing on top of a rock. 
 

Brumilda said Nikita then slipped and 
fell into the water. “She was screaming 

for help. I tried to pull her out but the 
water was too deep and then she 

disappeared. 
 

“Abel ran to call for help while I stayed 
behind, looking into the water and 

hoping that she would reappear.”  
 

Brumilda’s mother, Sarah Woolfe, said 
she would seek counseling for the 
children. “We share the loss with 

Nikita’s family. This is a tragedy.” 
Police spokesman, Lieutenant 

Olebogeng Tawana, confirmed the 

 
2009 Wright Ave., La Verne, CA 

91750 
Phone: (626) 339-6673 

Fax: (626) 331-8584 
http://seahorse.net/ 

http://seahorse.net/
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incident and said that an 
inquest had been opened. 

 
  “It is alleged that the 

victim drowned while she 
was trying to swim in the 
Riet River. She was with 

her friends at the time of 
the incident and they 

immediately alerted the 
parents of the child.” 
 

He added that, during 
attempts by the Northern 

Cape SAPS diving unit to 
retrieve the body on 
Wednesday, it 

was discovered that the 
river was too deep and that 

specialised diving equipment would be required. 
 

“The assistance of the Free State SAPS diving unit was 
requested because our equipment was at the supplier 
being serviced. This is necessary to ensure that the 

equipment is in perfect condition in order to enable the 
police to carry out their duties optimally. 

 
“The police regarded the drowning as a crime scene and it 
was treated as such. In accordance with this, permission 

could not be granted to a private diver as this would 
interfere with the crime scene. 

 
“The body of the victim was retrieved by the Free State 
SAPS diving unit and the investigation continues.” 

Drowning victim's body recovered from 
river 
http://www.knoe.com/story/23256543/drowning-victims-body-

recovered-from-river 

Aug 26, 2013 The News-Star 
 
MONROE, La. (AP) - The Monroe Police Department dive 
team has recovered the body of Monroe man from the 

Ouachita River. 
 

Police tells The News-Star they were notified that 32-
year-old Don Bynum was missing on Sunday. Police were 
told Bynum left his home and crossed the levee and went 

to the river. Family members became concerned when 
they found his shoes at the water's edge, not far from his 

home. 
 
Divers located Bynum at approximately 6:30 p.m. Sunday 

under water about 15 feet from the river bank. 
 

Police say the death is considered an accidental drowning 
 

Shepard pleads guilty in alleged murder-
for-hire plot 
http://amarillo.com/news/local-news/2013-08-
29/shepard-pleads-guilty-sentencing-pending 

August 29, 2013 By WALT NETT A-J Media 
 

LUBBOCK — The suspected triggerman in last year’s 
slaying of a Lubbock pathologist pleaded guilty to capital 
murder Thursday.  

 
Amarillo businessman David Neal Shepard, who was 

allegedly paid in silver bars to kill Joseph Sonnier III 13 

http://www.knoe.com/story/23256543/drowning-victims-body-recovered-from-river
http://www.knoe.com/story/23256543/drowning-victims-body-recovered-from-river
http://amarillo.com/news/local-news/2013-08-29/shepard-pleads-guilty-sentencing-pending
http://amarillo.com/news/local-news/2013-08-29/shepard-pleads-guilty-sentencing-pending
http://amarillo.com/taxonomy/term/37
http://www.dui-online.com
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months ago, entered the plea before 
District Judge Jim Bob Darnell. 
 
Investigators think an Amarillo 

physician, Thomas Michael Dixon, 
hired Shepard to kill Sonnier because 
the pathologist was dating Dixon’s 

former girlfriend. Sonnier was found 
shot and stabbed in his Lubbock 

residence on July 11, 2012. 
 
Prosecutors have recommended a 
sentence of life without parole. A 

sentencing hearing will be held in about two weeks. 
 
Dixon’s case has not been set for trial. Criminal District 

Attorney Matt Powell has filed notice of intent to seek the 
death penalty against Dixon. 
 

An affidavit filed with the arrest warrants for Shepard and 
Dixon said Shepard used a gun Dixon gave him to kill 

Sonnier. 
 
Shepard was scheduled to plead guilty in the case earlier 

this month. 
 

Talk of a deal had 
surrounded the case for 
months; Dixon’s defense 

attorneys had asked 
prosecutor Powell’s office 

to turn over details of such 
a deal earlier this year. 

This came after Amarillo 
police divers last fall 

recovered a container — 
without disclosing its contents 

— from Lawrence Lake near an 
Amarillo shopping center. 

Shepard’s attorneys indicated 
in their documents they 
thought the divers found a gun 

in the lake. 
 

Lubbock police picked up 
Dixon and Shepard after a 
series of interviews, including 

a detailed conversation with 
Shepard’s roommate, who said 

Shepard told him he did it, and 
gave details Lubbock police 
had not released about the crime scene. 

 
The roommate told police Shepard tried to commit suicide 

by cutting his wrist, and that Dixon sewed up the wounds. 
 

Police and Dive Teams Rely on 
Underwater Search Equipment 
http://www.marinelink.com/news/underwater-equipment358144.aspx  

August 29, 2013 MarineLink.com 
 
Many government agencies and public safety dive 

teams are adding underwater search equipment to 
help make their operations easier, safer, and faster. 
Maricopa Sheriffs Department in Arizona, Downe 

Township Fire Rescue in New Jersey, the Fairhaven 
Massachusetts Harbor Master and the South 

Carolina Law Enforcement Division are a few of the 
diverse group of agencies using metal detectors, 

 
Shepard 

 
Dixon 

 
The Forensic Teacher 

Online 
theforensicteacher.com 

http://www.marinelink.com/news/underwater-equipment358144.aspx
http://www.marinelink.com/
http://www.theforensicteacher.com/
http://ama-cdn.com/sites/default/files/imagecache/superphoto/12578338.jpg
http://ama-cdn.com/sites/default/files/imagecache/superphoto/12578339.jpg
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video cameras and sonars in their underwater 
search operations.  

 
Deputy Jeff Hanson, leader of the Maricopa County 

Sheriffs Department dive team, reported his group had 
been searching for almost a month, without success, for a 
small plane that went down in a local lake. The team then 

borrowed a JW Fishers TOV-1 towed video system from a 
neighboring department. The TOV-1 has a torpedo 

shaped housing with a camera mounted behind a dome 
port. Towing the system is similar to towing a diver,  
except the TOV-1 can be towed up to 500 feet deep and 

stay submerged indefinitely. It eliminates the normal 
concerns of diving such as running out air, decompression 

sickness, fatigue and cold. Using the TOV-1 Hanson’s 
team located the lost plane in less than two days. The 
team has since acquired their own Fisher underwater 

video system. 
 

Downe Township is located in 
Cumberland County New Jersey 

which borders Delaware Bay. 
Although the town has less than 
2,000 residents, Downe Township 

Fire / Rescue has a dozen highly 
trained divers and the team is well 

equipped. All have knowledge in swift 
water and cold water rescue. To 
assist in locating drowning victims, 

sunken vessels, and submerged 
vehicles the team bought a JW 

Fishers SSS-600K side scan sonar. 
This high frequency sonar is capable 
of scanning 200 feet of bottom on 

each side of the towfish and produces 

detailed 
images of any 

object lying 
on the lake, 

river, or 
ocean floor. 
Scanning 400 

feet of 
bottom with 

each pass of 
the vessel 
allows large areas to be searched quickly, saving days of 

dive time and increasing safety for team members. 
 

The New England towns of Fairhaven and New Bedford 
share a common harbor. New Bedford is a fishing port 
that also has a vibrant shipping industry. Fairhaven is 

smaller, but its waterfront is a safe haven for many 
recreational boaters. Located on 

Buzzards Bay, Fairhaven’s land juts 
into the bay forming Sconticut Neck 

and West Island, along with several 
smaller islands which are good 
breeding areas for quahogs and soft 

shelled clams. The two towns share 
responsibility for the harbor’s safety 

and security. When New Bedford 
received a grant from the federal 
government for port security, it used 

the funds to acquire JW Fishers 
SeaLion-2 ROV. This highly 

maneuverable remote controlled 
underwater vehicle is equipped with 
cameras front and rear and can serve 

a number of functions around the  

 
Fairhaven's harbormaster and shellfish 

warden with ROV, Inset - Downe Twp 

with side scan sonar 

http://www.marinelink.com/maritime/delaware-bay
www.soundmetrics.com


  

 

PSDiver Monthly Issue 104 
 

 
                                                                  

 

37 

port including checking 
the hulls of vessels for 

smuggled contraband, 
inspecting structures for 

potential terrorist threats 
like explosive devices, 
locating pollutants 

dumped in the harbor, 
and finding sunken 

vessels. Easily deployed 
by one person, the light 
weight vehicle is equipped 

with scanning sonar which 
allows the operator to 

view a 200 foot area 
around the ROV even in 
zero visibility conditions. 

The Fairhaven 
Harbormaster has been 

charged with the responsibly of operating the ROV and 
assists the town’s law enforcement agencies as needed. 

As a secondary use, the ROV helps monitor the area’s 
shellfish populations. 
 

South Carolina’s State Law Enforcement Division (SLED) 
provides manpower and technical assistance to law 

enforcement agencies across the state, as well as 
conducts investigations when directed to do so by the 
governor or attorney general. To assist in their operations 

SLED has acquired several of JW Fishers hand-held 
underwater metal detectors. An essential tool for locating 

evidence disposed of in a waterway, these metal 
detectors routinely assist police divers in finding weapons, 
shell casings, stolen objects, and explosive devices.  

 

A few of the many other agencies using JW Fishers search 
equipment are Suffolk County Sheriffs Marine Unit in N.Y., 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police Underwater Recovery 
Team, Sturgeon Bay Police in Wis., Policia de Puerto Rico, 

the U.S. Navy’s Explosive Ordinance Division, Sanilac 
County Sheriff’s Office in Mich., Dekalb County Police in 
Ga., Henderson County Emergency Management Agency 

in Tenn., and Boston Police Special Operations Unit. 
 

San Jose man pulled under by crab pot, 
drowns in Tomales Bay 
http://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/20130902/articles/130909916 

September 2, 2013 By KEVIN McCALLUM  THE PRESS 

DEMOCRAT 
 

The man who drowned Sunday morning near the mouth 
of the Tomales Bay was identified Monday as a 40-year-
old San Jose man. 
 
Thong Hoang Nguyen died after he was pulled underwater 

when he got tangled in a crab-pot rope, the Marin County 
coroner told the Marin Independent Journal. 
 

Three people were in the 16-foot long skiff, two men and 
a woman, when the accident occurred about 800 yards 

from Lawson's Landing sometime after 9 a.m. 
 
“It appears at this point that somehow this individual's 

foot got entangled by a rope that was attached to a crab 
pot, essentially pulling him overboard and into the surf,” 

said John Dell'Osso, a Pt. Reyes National Park official. 
 
The man was not wearing a life vest, Dell'Osso said. 
 

 

http://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/20130902/articles/130909916
www.blacklaserlearning.com
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Divers flown in by helicopter reached 
the man about 30 minutes after he 

went into the water, he said. 
 

Lawson's Landing co-owner Willy 
Vogler was one of the first people on 
scene, racing out to the area where 

the man went into the water after the 
other two returned to the landing for 

help. 
 
There is a reef in that area, and it's 

possible the crab pot became stuck on the reef and the 
line tightened as the boat drifted away from the reef in 

strong currents, Vogler said. 
 
That might also explain why the other occupants of the 

boat weren't able to pull him back up after he went in, he 
said. 
 
The divers had to cut him free from the ropes to recover 

his body, Vogler said. 
 

Warbird's remains found off Venice 
shore 
http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20130902/ARTICLE
/130909936?tc=ar 

September 2, 2013 By Shelby Webb 
 

VENICE, LA - On Oct. 10, 1943, during the height of 
World War II, a P-47D Thunderbolt fighter plane stationed 
at Venice Army Air Field crashed in the Gulf of Mexico, 1.5 

miles offshore. 
 

The young pilot, Thomas Schatzman, 
bailed out and made it to shore, 

returning to duty and later serving in 
combat against the Japanese. He lived 

to age 92. 
 
But the plane, which was on a 

nighttime training mission, was lost to 
history. 

 
Or so it was presumed. 
 

But this summer, a trio of divers — Wes and Kerry 
Kirpach, along with Kerry's mother, Paula Pratt — 

vacationing in Venice came across the wreckage, 
captured it on video and began a detective mission that 
took them back seven decades. 

 
Venice's director of historical resources, James Hagler, 

called the find one-of-a-kind. 
 

 “To have a plane like this and to be able to connect it to 
the Venice air base is just phenomenal for us,” Hagler 
said. 

 
Although the Kirpachs did not want to give a specific 

location for the plane for fear it would be looted, they said 
it is not far offshore and somewhat near the Venice Pier. 
 

“It looks like it has been looted in the past,” Wes said. 
“It's basically just the cockpit, firewall and right wing.” 

 
The Dallas-area couple found the wreck during their 
annual trip to Venice in July, which they typically spend 

http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20130902/ARTICLE/130909936?tc=ar
http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20130902/ARTICLE/130909936?tc=ar
http://www.heraldtribune.com/personalia/54545454
http://www.g-dive.com
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diving off the coast in search of shark's teeth and other 
fossils. 

 
They went diving on July 23 when they saw something 

odd about 45 minutes into the three-hour dive. 
 
Wes said he did not know what he was looking at until he 

saw a wing. 
 

“It wasn't until I circled the whole thing that I realized it 
was an airplane,” Wes said. 
 

Wes had an underwater camera rolling when they swam 
up on the plane. 

 

How could they not reach my wife?': 
Shenzhen man slams police after wife 

drowns in flood 
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/1301449/shenzhen-man-

faults-police-after-wife-drowns-flood 

 02 September, 2013 He Huifeng 
 

Housewife drowns waiting for police help after her car 

was trapped by floodwaters; similar incident occurred at 

same spot two years ago 

 

A Shenzhen man has accused city police of being slow to 
respond after his wife drowned in her car while waiting for 

help during a flash flood on Friday. 
 
Tong Xuxian died on her way to pick up her husband and 

nine-year-old son from a train station in the early 
morning when her car stalled in a flooded underpass 

during the city's heaviest rains in 20 years. The city had 
vowed to fix the drainage after a similar incident in 2011. 

 

Tong's husband, Huang Sentian , 32, said his wife spent 
the final minutes of her life waiting in vain for Shenzhen 
police to rescue her before water engulfed her car. 

"She phoned me at 4.40am to say she was trapped in the 
car and the water had risen above her knees," Huang 

said. "She was calm, because she called the police before 
phoning me." 
 

Tong phoned again at 4.54am to say the water was rising 
fast. "I'm looking for a way out," Tong said. "Please don't 

worry. But the water is reaching my neck." 
 

Even then, Huang never thought it would be his last 
conversation with his wife. 
 

"My wife called our friends at 5.11am and, two minutes 
later, she redialed the number and mistook our friend for 

 Shenzhen was hit by heavy rainfall on Friday morning, 

leaving two people dead. Photo: Xinhua 

http://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/1301449/shenzhen-man-faults-police-after-wife-drowns-flood
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/1301449/shenzhen-man-faults-police-after-wife-drowns-flood
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policemen. She cried: 'why can't you still reach me?'. 
That's the last call we received from her," Huang said. 

 
At 7.30am, police divers arrived at the scene and found 

Tong's body a rear seat in her car. 
 
"The city's poor drainage caused my wife's death. How 

bad is our municipal infrastructure that a car can be 
submerged in just a few minutes?" Huang said. 

 
"But it's totally unforgivable that the policemen did little 
to try to save my wife. They told me they arrived there at 

4.59am. But my wife was still fully conscious at the time 
and even made calls at 5.11am and 5.13am." 

 
"How could they not reach my wife? There are no 
acceptable excuses here," Huang said. 

 
According to a statement issued later by Nanshan district 

government: "Police, firemen and ambulances rushed to 
the scene at 4.59am after they received a report at 

4.54am … But torrential water metres deep made it 
difficult to reach the car." 
 

Until yesterday afternoon, Huang said the authorities had 
turned a deaf ear to the tragedy. "No government official 

has tried to reach me to say what actually happened at 
the time." Huang said he hoped local lawyers could help 
him obtain legal aid to fight for justice. 

 
Torrential rain struck the city at about 2am on Friday, but 

Tong decided to go to the train station to meet Huang 
and their son, who were returning from a home visit to 
Jiangxi province. 

 

The government had pledged to correct drainage at the 
underpass after another car was trapped by a flood in the 

same underpass in 2011. The driver sat his roof until 
police came. Tong's death showed that authorities did not 

keep their promise, the Shenzhen Evening News said. 
 

Utica Police reporting infant body found 
in Mohawk River 
http://www.romeobserver.com/articles/2013/09/12/news/doc522a287
312a8c875146804.txt?viewmode=fullstory 

September 12, 2013 By Rome Observer Staff 
 
UTICA>> WKTV out of 

Utica reports that the police 
have found an infant body 
in the Mohawk River. 

 
A search started Friday 

morning off Leland Avenue 
in North Utica for missing 
baby Levon Wameling. 

 
No positive identification 

has been made yet. 
 
Police divers entered the 

water around 9 a.m. on 
Friday morning after receiving a news tip. 

 
The child was reported missing two weeks after his initial 
disappearance on May 29. His father Jevon Wameling was 

the last person to see Levon. Wameling told police he 
locked himself out of his home on 748 Jay Street in Utica 

and left his son on the front porch, but after he got in 
through a back window the child had disappeared. 

 
Baby Levon Wameling 

http://www.romeobserver.com/articles/2013/09/12/news/doc522a287312a8c875146804.txt?viewmode=fullstory
http://www.romeobserver.com/articles/2013/09/12/news/doc522a287312a8c875146804.txt?viewmode=fullstory
http://www.romeobserver.com/content/articles/2013/09/12/news/doc522a287312a8c8751468041.jpg
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FOUND ON THE WEB 
 

TWA Flight 800: An investigation like no 
other 
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619018/TWA-
Flight-800-An-investigation-like-no-other?nclick_check=1 

Jun. 19, 2013 

 
This story originally published on Feb. 24, 

1997. 
In its 30 years, the National Transportation Safety 

Board has investigated more than 100,000 aviation 
accidents, some 350 of which involved significant 

loss of life. Last year alone, it handled more than 
2,000, among them the Valujet crash in the Florida 

Everglades and the crash of a Birgenair 757 off the 

coast of the Dominican Republic. 
 

So it's easy to understand how Bob Swaim, an NTSB 
investigator, felt on his drive home from National 

Airport in Washington on July 17, 1996. Returning 
from a Valujet meeting in Florida, he flipped on the 

radio and heard that TWA Flight 800 had crashed off 
the coast of Long Island with 230 people aboard. 

 
At that moment, with all hell breaking loose on the 

South Shore of Long Island, Swaim's only thought 
was, “ Here we go again. '' 

 
It was not callousness, just his realization that he 

was about to embark on his fourth “major '' of the 

year. 

 

But the safety board's finely tuned, coolly 
professional response to disaster was about to collide 

with factors that would make this crash probe unique 
- not just for the NTSB, but also for its two main 

partners, the FBI and the Navy. 
 

Their individual and combined efforts over the weeks 
and months would define new superlatives for a 

crash investigation. Even as flames still flickered on 
the ocean surface off East Moriches, each was 

already gearing up for what everyone knew would be 
an extremely long and complicated mission. 

 
The Flight 800 probe would stretch the safety board 

beyond its accustomed role as primary crash sleuth, 

making it also the chief liaison with the families of 
victims. At $27 million and counting, it would also 

become the most costly investigation in the safety 
board's history. 

 
It would task hundreds of FBI agents but reveal no 

sign - as yet - of criminal intent, putting the bureau 
in a kind of investigative limbo. As the months crept 

on with no cause determined, the bureau broke its 
normal reticence several times to knock down wild 

rumors and conspiracy theories. 
 

And for the Navy, Flight 800 would become its 
largest salvage operation since Pearl Harbor. Before 

it salvaged the plane, the Navy recovered the dead 

on an unprecedented scale. 

http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619018/TWA-Flight-800-An-investigation-like-no-other?nclick_check=1
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619018/TWA-Flight-800-An-investigation-like-no-other?nclick_check=1
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“We’ve done victim recovery in the past, '' said Navy 
Capt. Raymond “ Chip '' McCord. “ But never to this 

extent. '' 
 

In February 1996, under McCord's command, the 
Navy recovered recorders from the Birgenair crash in 

7,000 feet of ocean and it lent technical assistance in 
the recovery of wreckage from the Valujet crash in 

May. So when McCord got a call about Flight 800 the 
night of the crash, he began lining up the equipment 

the Navy would need to locate and recover the 
wreckage before the Navy was officially asked to do 

so. 
 

The first ships at the crash scene dragged sonar to 

map the wreckage and sonic locators to find the 
plane's black boxes. After mapping was done, ships 

would send down divers to begin raising the 
375,000-pound plane. But before any plane parts 

were recovered, Navy divers searched for victims. 
Among those involved in the aftermath of the crash, 

the divers logged the most harrowing duty. 
 

“Initially, what we were tasked to do was to find the 
(black) boxes, recover the boxes, and map the 

debris on the bottom, '' McCord said. “ Obviously, 
there were a lot of people outside the NTSB who 

thought we should have been doing a lot more than 
that, and it became apparent that we were going to 

be doing a lot more than that, in terms of victim 

recovery. '' 

 

The effort was led by two Navy salvage ships, the 
Grasp and the Grapple, both out of Little Creek, Va. 

Initially, the crew of the Grasp was less than 
enthusiastic about the mission. The ship had just 

returned from a 5 1/2-month deployment in the 
Mediterranean and the 100 men and women aboard 

were expecting time off. It was refueling off shore 
when Capt. William P. Orr took a call from Rear Adm. 

Edward Kristensen, who would command Naval 
operations for Flight 800. 

 
In the tightly scheduled world of the Navy, where 

families of men and women at sea prepare long in 
advance for the precise day of their return, it is 

unusual for a ship to change its return date at the 

last minute. But after the admiral's call, the Grasp 
did just that. In three days, it was steaming north to 

Long Island. 
 
“My thoughts were `Son of a . . .' '' Grasp diver Mike 
Powers recalled. “ A plane goes down just as we're about 
come in? We thought it was a joke. We'd just been gone 

for five and a half months. We were so mad. 
 

“Then all of a sudden you kinda realize, `Hey, we're 
going. This TWA thing is kinda unreal.' It turned our 

motor around, '' Powers said. 
 
Austin Fall, a diver aboard the Grapple, the Grasp's sister 

ship, felt the same way when the Grapple steamed north 
a week later. 
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“It was not something to look forward to in a morbid 
sense, but it was a job that was there, something to do, '' 

Fall said. “ It's in deep water but not deep enough that it 
excludes us from diving on it. '' 

 
Neither would leave East Moriches feeling quite the same 
way. 

 
Diving began July 24, a week after the crash. Powers and 

his partner were the third team to go down and Powers' 
pulse was racing. The dive team that preceded him had 
recovered Flight 800's black boxes, and Powers had 

monitored that dive from the surface. But he was also 
unnerved by what he had seen when the first two teams 

resurfaced. 
 
“It was the most nervous I'd ever been, watching the two 

teams that had come up before, '' Powers recalls. “ They 
just kinda had this 50-yard stare. You could tell it was 

upsetting. And not only that, there was a lot of sharks in 
the area. '' 

 
As it turned out, the circling makos left the divers alone. 
Far more dangerous was the razor-sharp wreckage that 

could slice through an air hose, or decompression 
sickness if divers resurfaced too quickly. 

 
Even those hazards were largely left behind when divers 
rose from the deep. Their memories, on the other hand, 

came up with them. 
 

A `garbage planet' 

Descending to the ocean floor took about four minutes for 

the divers. At first, they landed directly on top of 

wreckage in what Powers described as a dark, 
otherworldly “garbage planet. '' 

 
“You couldn't even see the bottom, '' Powers recalled. “ 

You couldn't see the sand. You were walking on seats and 
torn metal. '' 
 

Looming out of the darkness in their flashlights' 
beams were wreckage, victims and their personal 

belongings, like the Zales box that Powers found 
with two brand-new wedding bands in it. And even 

between dives, the fate of the victims was never far 

from their minds. 
 

One day, Powers remembers, a Navy officer brought 
a signed placard from families of the victims to the 

Grasp. On it was a message from a man that Powers 
would never meet. 

 
“Thank you for finding my wife, '' it read. “ Please 

find my little girl. '' Powers turned away. He never 
learned who the note was from or whether the girl 

was found. 
 

“As you made more dives you just blocked it out, '' 
Powers said. “ You didn't think about it. The crew's 

like, `Hey, what's it like down on the bottom?' We 

talked amongst ourselves. We kept pretty tight and 
away from everybody else on the ship. And they 

kept us away. '' 
 

The Grasp left East Moriches in early September. The 
Grapple, which arrived a week after the Grasp, 
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stayed until November. Like Powers, Fall couldn't 

believe what he saw on his first dive. 
 

“ The best way to picture it is if you have a plane 
that was a deck of cards and you just threw it up in 

the air, '' Fall said. `It was one night that we had 
good visibility and there seemed to be ambient light 

in the water. And it was, just as far as you could see, 
just white, the white color of the fuselage. It 

reflected really well. You expect a dark sea bottom 
but it was just white jagged metal everywhere. '' 

He has other memories that the Navy doesn't let him 
describe, and tears well up in his eyes as he 

remembers the victims. 
 

“They were civilians, '' he said. “ I don't know, 

maybe the best way I can think about it is if you've 
seen every horror film out there, it's not something 

that can desensitize you to the visual or emotional 
part of the task. '' 

 
Months later, on his first plane trip after leaving Long 

Island, Powers had an eerie flashback. 
 

“I was sitting in the seat, just looking at the 
carpeting, '' he began. “ And I was looking at the 

ashtrays, and I was looking at the overhead bins, 
and I was looking at everything around me. And I 

thought the last time I saw all of this was at the 
bottom near the East Moriches inlet. Everywhere I 

looked, I was seeing stuff that I'd been picking up for 

six weeks. '' 

 
In all, 225 Navy divers and 100 more from other agencies 
made more than 4,300 dives over 104 days, spending 
1,700 hours on the bottom. Decompression sickness 

struck 16 divers, Powers among them, but they recovered 
the remains of 109 victims and 95 percent of the plane. 

 
A total of 1,450 Navy and contract personnel had been 
involved. In contrast, the safety board personnel on the 

Flight 800 probe initially numbered about a dozen. 
 

New role for the NTSB 

The agency manages quite well with its 85 aviation 

investigators. At East Moriches, safety board personnel 
were aboard the boats hunting for the wreckage with 
sonar- and camera-equipped undersea drones, helping 

set up biohazard protection, and cataloging and 
examining wreckage in precise detail. 

 
So meticulous are its records that Deepak Joshi, an 
aircraft structures specialist in charge of the Calverton 

hangar operation, could find a single bolt amid the 6 
acres of tangled debris within minutes. 

 
“It has never been done before, '' he said. 

But the agency was to assume new duties in the TWA 
case, beyond its normal technical assessment of why a 
plane crashed. That role partly grew out of the initial 

problems tracking down and releasing accurate 
information to the relatives of victims, some 300 of whom 

gathered at a hotel near John F. Kennedy International 
Airport the day after the crash. 
 

At East Moriches that morning, Peter Goelz, the NTSB's 
director of government and public affairs, argued with a 
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TWA official over the passenger list that had not yet been 
released. TWA said it had sent the list to the NTSB the 

night before and was waiting for permission to release it 
publicly. But Goelz was in the NTSB's Washington 

headquarters the previous night and knew no list had 
been sent. 
 

“The truth was they simply had some difficulty figuring 
out who was on the plane, '' Goelz recalls. 

 
Amid the early chaos at East 
Moriches and at the airport, 

President Clinton eventually 
made the NTSB the exclusive 

liaison to the families, and 
safety board officials soon 
began twice-a-day briefings 

for them at the hotel. 
 

The first day, Goelz spent 
eight hours talking to 

relatives, staying to answer 
questions well past midnight, 
until there was “ nobody left 

standing in front of me. '' 
Weeks later, when the 

families were encouraged to 
return home for their own sake, Goelz gave them his 
home number. 

 
That new role for the safety board was formalized last fall 

with passage of the Aviation Disaster Family Assistance 
Act. Among other things, the act puts the agency in 
charge of obtaining and releasing the passenger list and 

making other arrangements for families. It also requires 

airlines to create a plan for responding to families after a 
crash. 

 
“ The reason that we got tapped for this, and the reason 

why in some way we're the only ones that can do this, is 
because the people who came before us at this agency 
developed a reputation for telling the truth, and that is 

what the family members want more than anything else, 
'' Goelz said. “ They want the truth. And that's why we 

got it. '' 
 

Detailed FBI 

investigation 

Flight 800 had gone down 
without warning in a massive 

explosion and fireball. Scores 
of witnesses had reported a 
streak of light before the 

explosion. It was an 
international flight, departing 

from a city where two years 
earlier terrorists had tried to 
blow up the largest 

skyscrapers in the world. And 
it had crashed within an easy 

commute of the most 
saturated media market in the country. Initially, there 
was no reason not to believe that it had been deliberately 

blown out of the sky, and that's what made the FBI so 
prominent in the ensuing investigation. 

 
By the morning after the crash, some 500 agents were 
assigned to the case in the New York area alone. It has 

conducted 5,000 interviews since the July 17 crash. But 
nothing has turned up conclusive evidence of sabotage. 

 

Click Here To Play NAVY Video 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=tu-ohV4qR2Y
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“ There's been more work 

condensed into six months here 
then there was in the entire World 

Trade Center case, '' said Neil 
Herman, a supervisory special 
agent in the FBI's Joint Terrorist 

Task Force in New York. “ This 
case, as far as I've seen, is really 

unparalleled over the years. '' 
 

Herman worked on the 1994 

Trade Center bombing. There, 

agents had chanced upon a 
remarkable piece of luck that 

led them quickly to the 
bombers - a vehicle 

identification number on the 
axle of the truck used in the 

bombing. 
 

But this investigation wasn't 
going to come together so 

neatly. “If it was a criminal act, 
it's not going to be the World 

Trade Center or the Oklahoma 
City bombing, '' another senior 

agent, Ken Maxwell, 

remembers thinking. “ 'Cause 
guess what? We're not going to 

find a piece of chassis from a 
truck with a VIN number. This 

is 100 feet below the ocean 

surface. People thinking we're 

going to have the answer to 
this quickly, they better rethink 

it. '' 
 

Agents, too, were not immune 
to the human toll the crash had 

taken. Part of the hangar in 
Calverton, where Maxwell 

works now, was used to store 
personal effects recovered 

from the bottom. 
 

“Seeing the degree of death 
that was out there, the bodies 

coming in every day for a 

while, well into August, '' he 
said. “ The children - that 

always gets to me - and the 
personal effects. Driver's 

licenses, credit cards, family 
photos, money, jewelry, 

children's toys. We had a 
whole roomful of this stuff. '' 

 
As the months went by, 

rumors of conspiracy and 
friendly fire, initially raised and 

dismissed early on, started to 
resurface. When agents started 

interviewing relatives in 

November, the rumors made 

RELATED LINKS 

 Flight 800: Lawsuits filed for information 

on crash 

 TWA Flight 800: 5 county residents killed 

in 747 crash in 1996 

 TWA Flight 800: As tragedy lurks, life 

must still be lived 

 TWA Flight 800: Crash theories abounded 

in 1996 

 TWA Flight 800: Ocean slow to yield 

clues in 1996 

 TWA Flight 800: Major step forward when 

jet's black boxes found in 1996 

 TWA Flight 800: No sign of explosion 

found in first look at cockpit in 1996 

 TWA Flight 800: Early signs point to 

terrorism in 1996, says Rockland 

representative 

 TWA Flight 800: Engines offered no 

answer in 1996 

 TWA Flight 800: Visit from Clinton, then 

president, calmed fears in 1996 

 TWA Flight 800: Jet meteor theory 

'unlikely,' FBI assistant director said in 

1996 

 TWA Flight 800: Jet exploded off Long 

Island in 1996; witnesses saw fireball 

 TWA Flight 800: FBI officially out of crash 

probe in 1997 

 TWA Flight 800: `Time doesn't heal all' at 

1-year anniversary in 1997 

 TWA Flight 800: `We wanted to find 

someone' 

 

http://www.lohud.com/article/20130819/NEWS/308190027
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130819/NEWS/308190027
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619003
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619003
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619004
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619004
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619005
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619005
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619006
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619006
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619007
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619007
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619008
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619008
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619010
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619010
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619010
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619011
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619011
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619012
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619012
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619013
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619013
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619013
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619014
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619014
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619015
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619015
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619016
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619016
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619017
http://www.lohud.com/article/20130619/NEWS01/130619017
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an already difficult task even more trying. 

 
“Families have said it, the idea of a cover-up and 

things like that, '' said John 
Liguori, one of the three 

case agents assigned to 
TWA. “ It's difficult enough 

for the families of the 
victims to have to deal with 

this tragedy. They don't 
need to live with this 

conjured-up conspiracy 
about the U.S. government 

shooting down their loved 
ones. You really try to 

dismiss it as much as you 

can. '' 
 

Because of the rumors, the 
FBI decided to modify its 

long-standing policy of 
refusing to comment on an 

active investigation. 
 

“Instead of saying we're 
not going to comment on 

that, we sort of make a 
judgment that this is enough in the public mindset 

that we should respond to it, '' said spokesman Jim 
Margolin. “ Then it's established that we know 

there's nothing to it. '' 

 

Cause still elusive 

A week after the crash, President Clinton formed the 
White House Commission on Aviation Safety and Security. 

Under Vice President Gore, 

the commission released an 
initial report in September 

and its final report two weeks 
ago. It recommends more 
than $1 billion in security 

improvements, including new 
high-tech bomb detection 

equipment at airports; stricter 
inspection of older aircraft; 

upgraded air traffic control 
equipment; and computerized 
“ profiling '' of passengers to 

screen for potential terrorists. 
 

In December, the NTSB sent 
recommendations to the 
Federal Aviation 

Administration to guard 
against factors that could 

cause a plane's central fuel 
tank to explode as Flight 
800's had. The FAA is 

expected to respond next 
month. 

 
All that remains now, of course, is to find out what caused 
the tank to explode. Without finding fault, others involved 

in the crash investigation are nonetheless surprised the 
cause hasn't been determined, given the amount of work 

done. 
 

 
The re-assembled shell of TWA flight #800 sits inside a 

hangar at the National Transportation Safety Board 

(NTSB) training facility during a press conference July 

16, 2008 in Ashburn, Virginia. 

(AFP Photo / Paul J. Richards) 

http://rt.com/usa/twa-800-flight-investigation-954/
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“We normally don't have to go this deep into an 
investigation, get this much material back for them, to 

determine a cause, '' the Navy's McCord said. 
 

But the safety board knows a lot about the crash of Flight 
800, and Swaim reacts strongly when press reports make 
it sound as if the safety board is completely in the dark. 

Only four times in its history has it been unable to deduce 
the probable cause of a plane crash. 

 
“You need so many tumblers in this lock, so many links in 
this chain, '' he said. “ We've got all but the last couple, 

and the last couple are the spark and the things it takes 
to set up the spark. And we've got some pretty solid ideas 

on that last thing that could create the spark. It's just we 
want to be able to see it, and prove it and touch it. 
 

“We are going the extra 10 miles, not just one, just to 
make absolutely sure of what we're going to say, '' he 

added. “ It's just so in the public sight, so large. There is 
no mistake. '' 

 

FOUND ON THE WEB 
 

We know water is everywhere. So 

to make it easy, we divided it into 
three categories: Water in the 
home, swimming 

safety and boating safety.  
Here you’ll find everything you need 

to know about water in the home. 
Whether you’re bathing your baby 
in the sink or splashing around 

with your toddler in the bathtub, 

water is great fun for kids. But it’s 
also a place where safety must come 

first, so here are a few tips  
for kids who love to get wet.  
 
The Hard Facts 

Drowning is the leading cause of 

injury-related death among children 
between 1 and 4 years old. And it’s 
the third leading cause of death 

among children. 
 

http://www.safekids.org/ 
 

Kohl's Injury Prevention Program 
http://www.chop.edu/service/injury-prevention-program/child-

safety-information/water-safety.html 
 

Children drown in silence. Drowning is one of the most 
common causes of death in children ages and younger. 
Drowning often occurs silently when an unsupervised 

child is near water ― and it takes only seconds to drown. 
Although most drowning incidents occur in residential 

swimming pools, children can drown in just 1 inch of 
water, such as in buckets, bath tubs, wading pools, diaper 
pails and toilets. In addition, hot tubs, spas and open 

waters, such as oceans, rivers and lakes, pose a drowning 
threat to older children. 

Consider these facts about drowning: 
 When a child is submerged for two minutes in water, he 

or she loses consciousness. 
 Irreversible brain damage occurs after four to six minutes 

of water submersion. 
 Most children die if they are found after 10 minutes in 

the water. 

http://www.safekids.org/safetytips/field_risks/swimming-and-water
http://www.safekids.org/safetytips/field_risks/swimming-and-water
http://www.safekids.org/safetytips/field_risks/boating
http://www.safekids.org/
http://www.chop.edu/service/injury-prevention-program/child-safety-information/water-safety.html
http://www.chop.edu/service/injury-prevention-program/child-safety-information/water-safety.html
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SPONSOR NEWS 
 

EdgeTech Announces 2013 Sonar 
Training    

                Seminar 
August 9, 2013 
 

EdgeTech, the leader in high resolution sonar imaging 
systems and underwater technology, will be holding their 

annual sonar training seminar in New Bedford, 
Massachusetts September 24th - 26th, 2013.   
 

This comprehensive course will cover sonar theory, 
operational training, system maintenance and post 
processing data for all of EdgeTech’s standard side scan 

sonar, sub-bottom profiling and combined systems.  The 
format for the 3-day seminar includes two days of 

classroom instruction and one day at sea.  Topics and 
systems to be addressed include the following: 

 4125 Side Scan Sonar - Shallow water side scan 

sonar operations 

 4200 Side Scan Sonar - Offshore multifaceted 

side scan sonar solutions  

 3100 Sub-bottom Profiler   - Sub-bottom profiling 
system for various operations 

 4600 Side Scan/Bathymetry - Combined side scan 
sonar & bathymetry system 

 2000 Series Combined Systems -  Combined 
side scan/ sub-bottom profiler systems 

 

For additional information or to reserve your spot please 
contact Amy LaRose Tel: +1-508-291-0057 

Email: Amy.Larose@EdgeTech.com      Space is limited. 

SPONSOR NEWS 
 

Oceans 2013 Conference Open House 
 
Come and visit SeaBotix 

headquarters during the 2013 
Oceans Conference in San Diego. 
   

Tour the facility, eat lunch, drink local beer and check out 

the latest in MiniROV and sensor technology. 

 
 
 

Tour the facility, eat lunch, drink local beer and check out 
the latest in MiniROV and sensor technology. 
 

Free shuttle service during the show as well as food and 
drink  
 

Date & Time 

 

September 24th and 25th 

12:00pm to 5:00pm 
 

SeaBotix, Inc. 
2877 Historic Decatur Road 

Suite 100 
San Diego, CA 92106 
Tel: 619-450-4000 
 

mailto:Amy.Larose@EdgeTech.com
www.edgetech.com
www.seabotix.com
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Exercise, Diving and the Heart 
http://www.scuba-doc.com/exhrt.htm 

________________________________________________ 
 

Work and Exercise 
Diving can affect the heart and blood vessels mainly 

by the amount of exercise involved. Exercise 
produces a need for increased oxygen to produce 

increased activity, and the heart and circulation are 
affected in some way by any form of exercise. In 

diving, the circulatory system is affected by several 
forces acting on the heart and blood vessels. Some 

of these are: 

 changes in pressure, secondary 
to breathing a high density gas 

mixture which increases the 
pressures in the heart 

(afterload). 
 A high oxygen concentration 

(hyperoxia) can slow the heart 
rate, a commonly observed 

phenomenon. 

 An increase in hydrostatic pressure can alter 

electrical conduction in the heart.(excitability 
and conduction speed) 

 During decompression, bubbles (gaseous 
pulmonary embolism) may increase right heart 

pressures and cause a paradoxical embolism in 
patients with a right-to-left shunt (patent 

foramen ovale). 
 Immersion, (getting into the water to the 

neck), increases the blood flowing into the 
heart (preload). 

 Hypothermia also plays a role causing 
vasoconstriction (afterload), slowing the heart 

rate. These factors may disturb cardiac 
function and expose patients with heart 

disease to accidents during underwater diving. 

________________________________________ 
Exercise Causes an immediate response 

Exercise generally causes an immediate response in 
the cardiovascular system. This response includes 

local blood flow changes which then cause reflexes 
that then cause an increased cardiac output 

(how much blood the heart is pumping 
out). From the cardiovascular standpoint, 

exercise is any activity that raises the 
resting oxygen consumption above basal 

levels. Thus swimming, walking with heavy 
gear, climbing ladders and performing 

heavy labor relating to diving are all sensed 
by the heart and cardiovascular system as 

forms of exercise and require an increased 

output. 

 

Diving Medicine 

Online 
 Ernest Campbell, MD, FACS 

 

Comprehensive information about 
diving and undersea medicine for 

the non-medical diver, the non-
diving physician and the specialist.  

http://www.scuba-doc.com 

http://www.scuba-doc.com/exhrt.htm
http://www.scuba-doc.com/cvESC.html
http://www.scuba-doc.com/
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___________________________________ 

Functional reserve 
The normal heart has a backup reserve and the 

heart at rest is working at a small percentage of its 
maximal capacity. Measurement of how hard the 

heart can perform may be necessary to find out if 
there are any limitations due to heart disease. A 

reduction in the ability of the heart to pump enough 
blood to meet maximal needs can go undetected 

unless it is tested and found to be diminished. 
________________________________________ 

Exercise Stress Testing 
Exercise stress testing is used to measure 

cardiovascular reserve when assessing the heart. 
Used mainly to detect coronary disease, its 

application in testing for cardiac reserve in divers is 

also important and useful. A diver should be able to 
exercise on the treadmill without chest pain, severe 

shortness of breath, or blood pressure changes. 
________________________________________ 

Radionuclide Studies 
The physical stress imposed by diving can be 

simulated by the use of radionuclide (isotopes) 
standard clinical tests and an assessment of 

capability to dive can be made from the results. 
________________________________________ 

In dealing with patients with heart disease, it is 
important to understand the relationships among 

external physical work, myocardial oxygen 
consumption, and blood flow to the myocardium. 

Understanding these relationships will provide the 

basis for assessing the performance of an individual 

with heart disease, and determining their ability to 

dive. 
________________________________________ 

Cardiac Work, Oxygen Consumption,  
and Blood Flow 

 
Increased Heart Muscle Blood Flow 

As the work demands of the heart increase the heart 
does not greatly increase its extraction of oxygen. 

Usually only a small increase in oxygen extraction 
occurs (e.g., an increase of 2 ml of oxygen per 100 

ml of blood from a baseline of 10) whereas large 
increases in myocardial blood flow provide the 

increased oxygen needs when myocardial work load 
increases. 

________________________________________ 

Why is hypertension so damaging to the heart 
muscle? 

Increased cardiac work arises from increases in 
arterial pressure with little change in the amount of 

blood flow passing through the heart (pressure 
work), or by increases in blood flow with almost 

constant pressure (volume work) (Wiggers and 
Sarnoff). It is possible to experience diving 

environments which produce either primarily 
pressure work on the heart or- primarily volume 

work on the heart. For example, isometric work 
associated with heavy lifting raises the arterial blood 

pressure and causes an increase pressure load on 
the heart, whereas the work associated with 

swimming causes an increase flow demand on the 

heart and results in a volume load. The studies of 
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Samoff et al demonstrated that a pressure work load 

is more demanding in terms of myocardial oxygen 
consumption than an equivalent volume load. It is 

important to remember this difference when 
considering the diver with hypertension. 

________________________________________ 
Coronary Artery Disease 

Other studies have shown that the heart muscle 
depends on increasing blood flow to supply oxygen 

demands: when flow restrictions occur due to 
narrowed arteries to the heart, the muscle cannot 

obtain adequate oxygen by increasing oxygen 
extraction, and oxygen deficits occur during exercise. 

Chronic pressure or volume overload-induced muscle 
enlargement of the heart, decreased blood flow in 

the heart arteries (coronaries), and congenital heart 

disease (valvular and septal defects) all may affect 
myocardial oxygen consumption, myocardial blood 

flow, and blood flow distribution to the myocardium. 
Better understanding of these blood flow principles 

will aid significantly in assessing the diver with heart 
disease. 

________________________________________ 
Physical Fitness 

Divers need to obtain a physical fitness that allows 
maximum oxygen consumption. This is the ability to 

do work, such as swimming a reasonable distance 
with diving gear without getting too short of breath, 

and be able to help a partner who has been injured 
or requires assistance to return to the boat. One way 

of adjusting to the fitness needs of diving is to 

carefully plan your dives, avoiding situations 

requiring excess physical exertion above and beyond 

your physical capacities. This works well for the 
elderly diver or the diver who has physical 

incapacities. The best way is to exercise regularly. 
 

For diving fitness, a moderate exercise program that 
can be done 4-5 days a week is adequate for the 

casual diver. Swimming is the best exercise for 
diving, but jogging, walking, biking or rowing should 

do the same thing---increase your pulse rate, 
breathing rate and oxygen intake. Conditioning 

improves the maximum oxygen intake. You should 
establish a target heart rate, which can be 

determined by the formula: 
 

Target Heart Rate= (220 minus age) x .70 

 
When you exercise you should aim for a pulse rate 

derived from this formula with a five minute warm-
up, the 30 minutes of keeping your pulse rate at the 

target, followed by 5 minutes of cool down. If you 
are over 35 years of age you should get a medical 

examination before beginning the exercise program; 
this should include an Exercise Stress Test. Once 

started, you should take 2-3 months to build up to 
your target, then take 40 minutes 5 days a week to 

maintain yourself at your target level. 
 

References:  

1. Medical Seminars Lectures  
2. Diving Medicine, Alfred A. Bove, MD, PhD  

3. Diving and Subaquatic Medicine, Edmonds, Lowry 

and Pennefeather. 
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2013  EVENTS 
DUI Offers Special Training Workshop for 

Public Safety Dive Teams  
 

DUI’s Dive Ops program is conducted as part of the 

annual DUI Drysuit Demo Tour. The workshop gives Dive 

Teams access to equipment and training to keep them 

safer, tips on grant writing, the ability to network with 

other teams, as well as the opportunity to TEST DIVE the 

equipment. GET A DUI GEAR GUIDE FREE 
 

Ocean Technology Systems 
Certified Technician Course Schedule 

 
If you need to renew or get started on becoming a 
certified technician for the Guardian or Interspiro mask, 

here is your chance!  
 

 

DEMA- Orlando, FL 
Interspiro AGA - Thursday, November 7, 2013  

Guardian - Friday, November 8, 2013 
 

We also provide the Guardian technician course online 
for your convenience if you can't make it to the classes. 
Please inquire with Amie Litzinger to reserve your space 

or for more information: amie@otscomm.com 

 
 

November 6-9, 2013 

DEMA Show 2013 
Orlando, Florida 

 
November 12-14 
Subsea Survey IMMR 

Galveston, TX 
www.subseasurvey.com 

 
December 
Oil & Gas Safety Conference/OSHA E&P 

www.oshasafetyconference.org/Events/ugm/Osha2012/de
fault.aspx    
 

If you have an event to share, email the 
information to PSDiverMonthly@aol.com 

Subject Line - EVENTS 

 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS: 
 

Chemical spill information can be obtained by 
calling 1-800-424-9300. 

 

DAN Medical Information Line at 1-919-684-2948 
DAN operates a 24-hour emergency hotline 

(1-919-684-9111) to help divers in need of medical 
emergency assistance for diving or non-diving 

incidents 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

1600 Clifton Rd. Atlanta, GA 30333, USA 

800-CDC-INFO   (800-232-4636) 
cdcinfo@cdc.gov 

 

Sept 21-22 Metropolis, IL Mermet Springs 

Sept28-29 Bethleham, PA Dutch Springs 

Oct 5-6 Alexandria Bay, NY Alexandria Bay Marine Park 

Oct19-20 Rawlings, VA Lake Rawlings 

Nov 2-3 Chiefland, FL Manatee Springs 

*Nov 23-24 Terrell, TX Clear Springs Scuba Park 

*Risk Management through Advanced Technology for Public Safety 

Professionals & Dive Teams at these Events on Friday 

http://lnk.ie/ELVN/e=PSDiverMonthly@aol.com/http:/www.dui-online.com/Catalog/index.html
mailto:amie@otscomm.com
http://www.dema.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=242
http://www.subseasurvey.com/
http://www.subseasurvey.com/
http://www.oshasafetyconference.org/Events/ugm/Osha2012/default.aspx
http://www.oshasafetyconference.org/Events/ugm/Osha2012/default.aspx
mailto:PSDiverMonthly@aol.com
file:///C:/Users/owner/Documents/PSDivers%20Monthly/Issue%2096/cdcinfo@cdc.gov
http://www.dui-online.com/demo_main_public_safety.html
http://www.dui-online.com/demo_main_public_safety.html
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Continuing  

Education 
 

PSDM-CE-104 
 

1) Usable oxygen in the body’s system is greatly 
affected by: 

a. Food eaten prior to diving 
b. Size of fins used in swimming 

c. FFM usage 
d. 2-way radio usage 
e. Exercise of muscles 

 
2) Target Heart Rate = ____________. 

a. (220 minus age) X .70 
b. Age + 120 
c. Maximum rate at 30 minutes of exercise 

d. Breath per minute times age times .70 
 

3) Public Safety Divers should wear Full Face Masks 
with comms.   

a. True 

b. False 
 

4) DAN medical hot line is:  
a. 1-919-684-2948 
b. 1-919-684-1919 

c. 1-919-684-1119 
d. 1-919-684-9111 

 
5) Effective Sonar operation and production is best 

defined by:  
a. Training and usage 

b. Price 
c. Manufacture 

d. Temperature and Clarity 
 

6) A good rule of thumb when encountering water 
across a roadway is to: 

a. Go fast thru it as this will cause the vehicle 

to”plane” on the water 
b. Wade across to check the depth 

c. Turn around and don’t cross 
d. Make sure your tires are full of air so you will 

float 

 
7) Rescuing a distressed person can result in injury to 

the rescuer from the person flailing and grabbing.  
a. True 
b. False 

 
8) Intra and Inter agency cooperation is necessdary to  

achieve good end results for a search. 
a. True 

b. False 
 

9) Who is responsible for aircraft accident 

investigation? 
a. Local sheriff 

b. Navy 
c. NTSB 
d. FAA 

 
10)   A generator used on the water should have a   

“ground wire” attached to the unit ground lug and 
placed in the water. 

a. True 

b.  False 
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11)  When using a generator to supply power to 

equipment it is important to ensure a 
______________ connection between all using 

devices.   
a. Tight  
b. Wire nuts vs plastic nuts 

c. Exact and constant voltage  
d. Common Earth Ground 

 
12)  In order to produce the best target for sonar a scan  

should be run several times and at different path 

angles.  
a. True 

b. False 
 
13) Exercise stress testing is used to 

measure cardiovascular reserve when assessing the 

heart. 
a. True 
b. False 

 
14) Large increases in myocardial blood flow provide 
the increased oxygen needs when myocardial work 

load decreases. 
a. True 
b. False 

 
15) You should establish a target heart rate, which can 

be determined by the formula: 
a. Target Heart Rate= (220 plus age) x .70. 
b. Target Heart Rate= (220 minus 70) x age. 

c. Target Heart Rate= (220 minus age) x .70. 
d. Target Heart Rate= (220 plus 70) x age. 

 

Team Discussion 
 

1. As a team, discuss how the team is to determine 
maximum dive profiles and what safety measures 

will be in place. Adjust Operational Guidelines if 
they are outdated. 
 

2. As a team, discuss how air usage and available air 
is affected by depth. Compare dive profiles with 

your available air sources and adjust if necessary. 
 

3. As a team training evolution, determine and record 

each team members target heart rate. 

 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS: 
 

Chemical spill information can be 
obtained by calling 1-800-424-9300. 

 

DAN Medical Information Line at 1-919-684-2948 
 

DAN operates a 24-hour emergency hotline 

(1-919-684-9111) to help divers in need of medical 
emergency assistance for diving or non-diving 

incidents. 

Next Month:  As always:   We need help with the 
CE’s. We value your input and support of 

continuing education. Others can benefit from your 

information. 
 

If you would like to be part of our Continuing 
Education Team and help us with this section 
contact Mark at PSDiverMonthly@aol.com – 

Subject Line: Continuing Ed. 

mailto:PSDiverMonthly@aol.com
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We welcome all training agencies and organizations 

to participate. For details, email 

PSDiverMonthly@aol.com 
___________ 

 

 

These training agencies have recognized PSDiver 

Monthly as a valued addition to their programs and 
Continuing Education requirements. 

 

PSDiver Monthly is a free subscriber E-Zine 
distributed by Press Release notice and website 

download. PSDiver Monthly is not bound by borders 
and while our largest subscriber base is in North 

America, we have a worldwide subscriber base. 
 

PSDiver Monthly is the magazine for PSDiver.com 
and is edited and published by     Mark Phillips 

 

Associate Editors:  
Dominique Evans-Bye  

 

Continuing Education Editor:     Chuck Elgin 
 

For advertising and sponsor rates, please email: 
psdivermonthly@aol.com 

 

PSDiver is a downloadable Internet Magazine. 
Subscribers are notified via permission based email 

that a new issue is available for download.  
 

Issue 104 CE Answers 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

E A A D A C A A C A D A 
 

 

13 14 15 

A B C 
 

Public Safety Diving 
Association(PSDA) recognizes and 

approves the PSDiver CE program.  Each 

month’s Q&A program credits 1 CEU for 

renewal up to a maximum of 3 CEUs from 

this source for each year’s renewal. 
 

ERDI Recognizes and 

supports the PSDiver Monthly 

CE Program. Contact your ERDI 

Instructor for details. 
 

Life Saving Resources 
Lifesaving Resources advocates the 
need for Public Safety and Rescue 
personnel to be trained in Water and 

Ice Rescue and recognizes the PSDiver 
Monthly CE Program for continuing 

education training and credits. 
 

Lifeguard Systems – TEAM LGS 
 

Dive Rescue International 
 

Dive Rescue International has 

remained exclusively 
committed to providing 

training and equipment for all 
public safety professionals 

involved in aquatic incidents. 

mailto:PSDiverMonthly@aol.com
mailto:Mphill9929@aol.com
mailto:psdivermonthly@aol.com
mailto:NCURT100@GMail.com
mailto:psdivermonthly@aol.com
http://www.publicsafetydivingassociation.com/first_1.html
http://www.publicsafetydivingassociation.com/first_1.html
http://tdisdi.com/index.php?site=4
http://lifesaving.com/
http://teamlgs.com/
http://www.diverescueintl.com/
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Did you know~ 
 

Historical Badasses 
By Paul Ulane May 04, 2012 

http://www.mandatory.com/2012/05/04/top-10-historical-badasses/?icid=maing-

grid7%7Chtmlws-main-bb%7Cdl30%7Csec1_lnk3%26pLid%3D374229#photo=1  
 

Throughout history, certain heroic men went above 
and beyond to separate themselves from the boys.  

John Malcolm Thorpe Fleming Churchill 

This man earned the nickname “Mad Jack” for 
fighting in World War II using a sword and bow. 
Despite his disdain for modern day weaponry, 

Churchill became a war hero for the British Army. 
Mad Jack was involved in many major battles. He 

started in May of 1940 as second in command in an 
infantry company, where he made a name for 
himself by marching into battle with gun-toting 

enemies carrying only his bow and arrows and an 
old reliable basket-hilted claymore sword. During 

the 1940 Battle of Dunkirk, Churchill picked off a 
German soldier with a perfectly shot arrow. 

In 1941, Mad Jack signed up for Operation Archery, 

an attack on the Germans on Maaloy Island. Upon 
landing on shore, Churchill led the troops, sword in 
hand. In 1943, as part of the invasion of Salerno, 

Mad Jack was at it again, this time capturing 42 
German prisoners, all with just his sword as a 

weapon. 

In 1944, things got a little dicey for Churchill. He 
was captured by Germans in Yugoslavia and thrown 

into a concentration camp. He was considered a 
prominent prisoner due to his rank but still 

managed to escape through an old drain. 
Unfortunately, he was re-captured and moved to 

an Austrian prison not long after. In April of 1945, 
when that prison’s power went out, Mad Jack 
escaped to freedom. 

When the war was over, a 
bored Churchill trained as a 
parachutist. He eventually 

landed as second-in-command 
of the 1st Battalion and was 

sent to Palestine. Churchill 
finally retired from the army in 
1959 and passed away in the 
south east of England in 1998. 

 

http://www.mandatory.com/bloggers/paul-ulane
http://www.mandatory.com/2012/05/04/top-10-historical-badasses/?icid=maing-grid7%7Chtmlws-main-bb%7Cdl30%7Csec1_lnk3%26pLid%3D374229#photo=1
http://www.mandatory.com/2012/05/04/top-10-historical-badasses/?icid=maing-grid7%7Chtmlws-main-bb%7Cdl30%7Csec1_lnk3%26pLid%3D374229#photo=1
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